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Deputy Aaron Deyton

Crime scene tape borders Hardee’s Restaurant following Wednesday’s
early morning incident that left a Towns Sheriff’s deputy stabbed.
Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Daniel Lee Bower

uty Deyton was stabbed in the
neck, ended in the Hardee’s
parking lot in Downtown Hiawassee, Sheriff Clinton said.
Bower, who faces charges
of aggravated assault on an officer during the performance of his
duty, driving under the influence,
seatbelt violation, and tag light
requirements, was taken into
custody at the scene.
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“We’re not finished with
the investigation yet, but he is
currently in jail, and he has had
some charges made. There are
other charges that are pending,” said Sheriff Clinton.
“I think right now he’s in on
aggravated assault, I believe,
but I would expect additional
charges once the investigation
is completed.”

Bower is being held in
the Towns County Detention
Center without bail, jail records
show.
Sheriff Clinton offered
nothing but praise for Deputy
Deyton in the wake of his lifethreatening ordeal.
“Aaron Deyton’s a perfect example of everything a
deputy should be – I mean, he’s
a real hero in my book,” said
Sheriff Clinton. “He goes out
every shift willing to risk his
life to keep people safe, and
that’s basically what he was doing that night, and he did everything right – nothing he could
have changed, in my book. It’s
just, we don’t get to pick when
these events happen.”
And Sheriff Clinton
knows how hard it is to expect
the unexpected.
“You can’t do that, and
that’s why we call it that,” said
Sheriff Clinton. “All you can
do is adapt and overcome in
that situation, and that’s exactly
what he did. He’s just a fine
deputy, and it’s a very real risk
that a lot of times people don’t
think about, but that’s what
the guys deal with day in and
See Deyton, Page 10

BOE sets millage rate at
lower than expected rate
By Shawn Jarrard
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Towns deputy stabbed during early morning traffic stop
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“He came through his
surgery good, he’s just in the
process of trying to get better
now,” said Sheriff Clinton.
“From what I understand, the
doctors feel like he’s going to
make a comeback.”
Deputy Deyton, who
lives in Union County, was
stabbed in the neck following
a brief foot chase and physical
confrontation with Daniel Lee
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2013 Homecoming Queen Ansley Vardeman crowns 2014 Homecoming Queen Kayla Davis at halftime
during the Indians’ contest with Athens Academy. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

High School, and culminated in the crowning of this
year’s Homecoming King and
Queen.
Proving to be the highLast week was Homecoming week at Towns County light of the game, Kayla Davis

By Shawn Jarrard
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

was crowned Homecoming
Queen at halftime during Friday night’s matchup between
the Towns County Indians and

See Homecoming, Page 10

Lowell humbled by dedication

By Shawn Jarrard
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

Tuesday, Sept. 30, was a
special day for all who attended
the Towns County Lady Indians’ final regular season game
of the year against Providence
Christian Academy at Lowell
Nicholson Field.
It was Senior Day, Head
Coach Brandon Rowland’s
birthday, the Lady Indians
won their game, and last but
certainly not least, Lowell
Nicholson was treated to a
special dedication ceremony
before the game.
“It was a special occasion for me, but I didn’t deserve
all that credit,” said Nicholson.
“It was an honor, and I give the
good Lord credit for it, as he
saw fit for me to have it.”
That Tuesday was special
for many, but it held a particular
significance reserved solely for
Nicholson.
“Tuesday was my mom’s
birthday,” said Nicholson,

Donna Hedden
a rate increase of 1 1/2 mills
to 7.995, property taxes collected by the school will now
be $5,703,453.
If the school board had
chosen to adopt the tentatively
scheduled increase of 2 mills to
the rate of 8.495, taxes collected
would have been $6,060,142,
or $356,689 more than the currently adopted rate.
This decision was based
on feedback from the community, many of whom turned up
for the three public hearings
See BOE, Page 10

Jerry Taylor puts historic pen
to paper again for Towns
By Shawn Jarrard
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

Towns County Herald photographer Lowell Nicholson was honored last week
with the naming of the Lady Indians’ FastPitch Softball Field as Lowell
Nicholson Field. Towns County High School Principal and Athletic Director
Jonathan Gibson made the presentation. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

whose mother passed away 24 cipal Jonathan Gibson before the
years ago.
enormous crowd of spectators.
Nicholson took the field
“I could not believe the
just before the game, joining amount of people that turned
Towns County High School PrinSee Lowell, Page 10

Solid turnout at Firewise Super Meeting
By Shawn Jarrard
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

The Towns County Citizens’ Coalition of Fire Adapted
Communities hosted a Firewise
Super Meeting Thursday night
at the Towns County Recreation Center, and the event
was a who’s who of wildfire
prevention.
Mike Davis and Jason
Demas of the U. S. Forest
Service were in attendance,
as well as Mark Wiles, Tony
Harkins and Eric Mosley of the
Georgia Forestry Commission,
among others.
Towns County Fire Chief
Mitch Floyd, Assistant Fire
Chief Harold Copeland and
Firefighter Tyler Keyes represented Towns County for the
evening.
The goal of the meeting
was to sign up local communities to become Firewise Com-

The Towns County Board
of Education voted unanimously last Thursday to set the
school system’s millage rate at
7.995 versus the initial proposition of 8.495.
Originally, the board had
discussed and held public hearings on an increase of 2 mills
for this year’s tax bills, but the
set rate reflects an increase of
only 1 1/2 mills.
According to the notices
leading up to setting the millage rate, the school portion
of Towns County taxpayers’
property taxes was to increase
30.97 percent at the tentative
rate increase of 2 mills. Raising
the rate only 1.5 mills drops
this number to a 23.26 percent
increase in solely the school
system’s portion of property
taxes.
Last year, the school
system levied $4,627,248 in
taxes. Towns County residents
currently pay $713,377 per mill
of taxes collected, and with

Frank Riley

munities. Frank Riley, with
the help of Towns County’s
nine-member Citizen Coalition
and Coalition Chairman Billy
Snipes, had invited 10 communities to attend.
That goal was met and
exceeded, as a total of 18 neighborhoods from around Towns
County attended the meeting.
The initial 10 had already
pledged to become Firewise

Communities, and four of the
eight additional communities
pledged the same.
Firewise came to Towns
County in 2008 after the Cedar
Knob fire that burned 800 acres
in Young Harris.
“Mitch Floyd and I talked about the need to be more
proactive,” said Fire Management Officer Davis.
The torch was passed
to Frank Riley, who hit the
ground running. Today, Towns
County’s FAC is nationally recognized as a model for similar
upstart programs, and Riley is
hard at work bringing Firewise
to neighboring counties.
Snipes opened the meeting, speaking on the origins of
the Citizens’ Coalition.
“Frank is going to have
to do some work in his other
counties, so we felt like we
needed a citizens’ group to kind

See Super, Page 10

Towns County Historian Jerry Taylor of the Towns
County Historical Society is
enlisting the help of the community to compile the second
volume of Hearthstones of
Home: Foundations of Towns
County, Georgia.
“The book will be a
unique collection of family
sketches and stories, illustrated
with new and old photos,” said
Taylor. “Best of all, you can
help write the new book.”
Taylor invites current
residents and former residents
of Towns County to submit
family stories and photos to be
included in this second volume.
He encourages anyone with
roots in Towns County to enter
submissions as well.
“These will be combined
with church stories, military
biographies and photos for
the new book,” said Taylor.
“This is a rare second chance
for those who missed out on
Volume One.”
One of the main challenges, in hindsight, of compiling the first volume of Hearthstones was not having the
Internet to collate data and
connect with individuals far
and wide.
“Volume One was family
histories as we could do them
at that time,” said Taylor. “Volume Two is going to be more
family histories, including all
the original settlers, as much as
I can find on them. Plus, other
family histories as people will
submit them about themselves,
their own families, their parents, their grandparents – so,
it’s going to be more, bigger
and better.”
Hearthstones of Home
will be a limited edition book,
meaning it has to be ordered
ahead of publication. It will

Jerry Taylor
be hardbound at 8 1/2 inches
by 11 inches, and “exquisitely
gold-stamped to match Volume
One.”
The deadline for all stories, photos and book reservations is this Nov. 28.
“Each household may
submit 750 words of family
history and one photograph
and one military history,” said
Taylor. “A household also
means that separate ancestral
families can be included, such
as parents, grandparents, greatgrandparents, etc.”
Taylor gives suggestions
on what people can write about.
“Write the story, as you
know it, of your own family and
your ancestral family or families,” said Taylor. “Why did
they come to Towns County?
Give birth, marriage and death
dates, share handed-down family stories, tell about childhood,
school days, old anecdotes
and humorous tales and other
events.”
People should also include jobs, residences, pastimes
and hobbies.
“Anything you can pass
down to future generations
See Taylor, Page 10
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