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OPINIONS & COMMENTARY

Letters to The Editor

To the Editor:

A big “Thank you!” goes to Truman Barrett, owner of
Rock Hill Farms in Young Harris, and Michael Barrett and
Haley Ledford for selling Rock Hill Farms fresh, locally grown
produce at the Towns County Farmers Market each week.
Thanks also to the regular customers who came each week and
other vendors who came during the summer. The produce is
winding down so this past Saturday (Sept. 29) was the end of

the Market for this year.

This project was an experiment to see how a Farmers
Market would do in this county since surrounding counties
were doing well. Members of the Extension Service ELS Com-
mittee, Towns-Union Master Gardeners, and the Hiawassee
Garden Club feel it was a good start and will work to get more
vendors involved for next year. This year the fresh produce has
been wonderful and we all look forward to an even bigger and

better year in 2013.

Towns County Farmers Market Committee

BITS AND PIECES

from the Board of Elections

By Jonni Marie Shook 3

Important  information
for the voters in the Young
Harris Precinct, the polling lo-
cation is being moved. Instead
of Young Harris City Hall the
voters will now vote at the
Stephens Lodge on Hwy. 66.
Please tell all your friends and
neighbors about the change.

A new resource for vot-
ers is the Secretary of State
website, WWW.S0s.2a.gov/
mvp. This site will allow you
to access your polling location
and get directions, you can
also fill in a request for an ab-
sentee ballot, and also view a
sample ballot.

Another important re-
source from the Secretary of
State office, on election night
using www.sos.ga.gov click
on election results and you can
follow results as the ballots
are counted in our office. This
site will give you information

on local candidates as well as
State and Federal offices.

Early/Advanced in
Person voting will begin on
October 15th. Those of you
interested in voting early and
beating the crowds on elec-
tion day can stop by the Reg-
istrar’s office at the Old Rock
Jail across from Towns County
Courthouse. Hours will be
9 am. until 4 p.m. except on
Tuesdays when you can come
in until 7 p.m. We will also be
open on Saturday, October 27.

One last reminder, any-
one wishing to vote in the
November 6 General Election
and has not yet registered, the
deadline is October 9th. Sam-
ple ballots will be posted in the
Towns County Herald as well
as the courthouse, elections of-
fice and post offices and librar-
ies in both Young Harris and
Hiawassee.

RARE KIDS;

WELL DONE

By Don Jacobsen

My granddaughter,
Brooke (the mother of my great
granddaughter) sent me an in-
teresting item she found circu-
lating on Facebook. She found
it interesting because she and
her husband have a 16-month
old. (You can see the post at
www.becomingminimalist.
com. Look for: “Why Fewer
Toys Will Benefit Your Kids.”)
The author, Joshua Becker, rec-
ommends that parents provide
their children with fewer toys
than the “typical stash.” Becker
comes up with a list of a dozen
reasons why, and they’re pretty
good reasons.

I’'m glad others are catch-
ing up. I have been writing and
speaking about this issue for
years. I wrote about it in my
last book and I have addressed
it before in this column.

America’s kids have on
average 500 toys by the time
they are six. A dozen may be
a more appropriate number.
Why? Surprisingly, kids find
that having too many toys
can be boring. You want your
3-year old to play by herself
for an hour so mom can have
some peace, right? Give her
a boxful of glitzy, high tech
stuff and she’ll likely soon be
bored with them. But give her
a few simple ones and she is
more likely to spend her time
being happy.

Here’s the reason: If a
toy can be only one thing — a

shiny red plastic airplane for
instance — your youngster is
quickly going to run out of
ways to be creative with it.
But the center core from a roll
of paper towels can one min-
ute become a trumpet, then a
sword, a rocket, a drum stick,
atelescope, a megaphone. You
get the idea. Your 3-year old
can come up with a lot more
possibilities than I can.

Some play dough, a sock
puppet, a paper sack, a plastic
bowl (doubles as a hat), half a
dozen small boxes or blocks,
these are the kinds of interest-
builders and creativity-build-
ers that best meet the needs of
toddlers.

Some fascinating re-
search has recently determined
that when mom and dad (or
grandma) are shopping for a
“mobile” to hang in Emily’s
crib, they will do better if they
get one Emily can touch or hit
than if it is a wind-up model
that runs on its own. Young-
sters learn much from touch. If
they can poke it, drop it, pound
on it, taste it, or push it the
learning is enormously more
useful than if they just flip a
switch. Some experts are ready
to say, Nothing with an on/off
switch before the age of 10.
Who knew that educating our
kids could be so inexpensive?

Send your parent-
ing questions to: DrDon@
RareKids.net.
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From the Desk

1 Sheriff
Clinton
of
Towns
County

Technology as a tool
for the Sheriff’s Office

Technology can be a
wonderful tool. When used
properly, modern technol-
ogy can accomplish much in
a fast and efficient manner.
There was a time not long
ago when I used to write
out police report narratives
by hand. Not only was
my penmanship atrocious,
but on occasion, I would
get to page five of a report
and realize that I left out
something important at the
start. The only way to have
the report chronologically
accurate was to re-write it
from the beginning.

A deputy in the same
situation now would simply
insert the information in
the proper sequence, saving
time and energy. It is not
nearly as frustrating as start-
ing a lengthy report from the
beginning. Another benefit
for those with my penman-
ship challenges is the fact
that the whole thing can be
a lot easier to read.

Another advantage of
the technology we use at
the sheriff’s office is our
reporting software, which
allows us to compile reports
based on all the information
being entered constantly.
The Office of Sheriff has
always been a repository
for a tremendous amount
of information. Informa-
tion such as crime statistics,
crime trends, crash data,
etc., can be very useful when
compiled and reviewed as a
whole. In the past, much of
this information might have
been lost in the volumes of
paper files in which they
were contained. Now, it can
be accessed in an instant.

Recently, I spoke about
the areas of Towns County in
which we see most of our
motor vehicle accidents.
This information was avail-
able because of the ability
to compare accident reports
taken by deputies and then
generate a report of when
and where crashes happen
in Towns County. Taking
advantage of that ability
allows the sheriff’s office
to keep people informed
about the areas they should

GUEST COLUMNS
From time to time, people in
the community have a grand
slant on an issue that would
make a great guest editorial.
Those who feel they have an
issue of great importance
should call our editor and
talk with him about the
idea. Others have a strong
opinion after reading one of
the many columns that ap-
pear throughout the paper.
If so, please write. Please
remember that publication
of submitted editorials is not
guaranteed.

LETTERS TO THE ED-
ITOR SHOULD BE E-
MAILED OR MAILED
TO: Towns County Herald,
Letter to the Editor, PO Box
365, Hiawassee, GA 30546.
Our email address: tcher-
ald@windstream.net. Let-
ters should be limited to 200
words or less, signed, dated
and include a phone number
for verification purposes.
This paper reserves the right
to edit letters to conform
with Editorial page policy or
refuse to print letters deemed
pointless, potentially defama-
tory or in poor taste. Letters
should address issues of gen-
eral interest, such as politics,
the community, environment,
school issues, etc.

Letters opposing the views of
previous comments are wel-
comed; however, letters can-
not be directed at, nor name
or ridicule previous writers.
Letters that recognize good
deeds of others will be con-
sidered for publication.*
Note: All letters must be signed,
and contain the first and last
name and phone number for
verification.

be most careful in. It also
allows us to know where
we need to invest most of
our resources for preventing
traffic accidents. This past
week I was able to share that
same information with the
state D.O.T. in an effort to
assist the City of Young Har-
ris in their request for Rapid
Flashing Beacons at the
crosswalk located in front of
Young Harris College.

This type of infor-
mation has also played a
valuable role in helping us
reduce crime. We are able
to see the trends of those
who would commit crime,
what types of crimes are
committed, and when and
where they are most likely
to occur. By knowing when
and where criminals are
most likely to strike we can
do targeted patrols of those
areas and hopefully prevent
crimes from occurring.

One additional area
that all this information is
helpful is in being good
stewards of our resources.
By knowing when and where
our time, energy, and spend-
ing are most needed, we are
able to properly plan the
allocation of these valuable
resources and, in so doing,
eliminate waste.

Taking advantage of
the available technology
is just one of the ways we
strive to serve you better.

HAVE SOMETHING
TO SELL?
Let the Herald work

for you!
706-896-4454

20# COPY PAPER
now available

at The Herald
500 Sheets
$3.80
5000 Sheets
$36

GCIT 9 S
ON MY
MIND..”

Danny
H. Parris

Don’t make your mind mad

I’ve been writing this
column “It’s on My Mind” for
about fourteen years. Some-
times “It” is not really on my
mind. “It” may have been on
my mind but there are so many
other things on my mind that
“It” has completely left my
mind. My mind gets sensitive
on occasions. I get the feeling
it does not appreciate being
over crowded and shoves “It”
right out. Today is one of those
days that try as hard as I pos-
sibly can, I can’t remember
what “It” was that I planned
to write about. The mind is an
awesome thing. As you grow
older, the mind that you have
used, abused and sometimes
misused makes up its mind to
get even with you. Some days
it just wanders off and leaves
you high and dry. At times I
have tried to trace it down to
see where its hiding place is,
but it is very crafty and sneaky
and I lose its trail every time.
The good news is that it soon
gets over its pouting spell
and returns. Let me warn you
young folks — don’t you treat
your mind so badly that it gets
mad and takes revenge. You
can be in real trouble. I mean it
does things that will aggravate
the daylights out of you. For
instance, you are walking in a
mall and low and behold you
meet a friend that you have
known for fifty years and you
are thrilled to see him/her, but
just as you extend your hand
to shake his/her hand your
mind says “gotcha” and leaves,

taking your friend’s name
with it. You struggle through
your conversation praying and
hoping that you don’t have to
call your friend’s name. What
really gets your goat, as soon
as your friend is out of sight;
your sneaky little mind prances
back in with your friend’s
name. How wicked can your
mind be! My mind has been
with me ever since I was born
and we have been good, close
friends most of my life, but
sometimes, not very often,
my mind really gets under my
skin. As my mind has gotten
older it has gotten, should I say
mischievous, or just downright
ornery. Every now and then
I run across something very
important and I put it up in a
safe, secure place knowing that
I will definitely need it in the
future. Sure enough the day
comes that I need that “im-
portant thing” and my mind
has snatched it and hidden it
where I can’t find it. After I
have improvised and don’t
need it, my mind nearly always
brings it back. My mind and I
have some minor squabbles
but really, we remain almost
inseparable. But you know
even this morning I had to have
a “come to Jesus meeting”
with my mind. I intended to
call someone and do you know
my mind snuck in grabbed that
name and phone number and
refused to return it until after
lunch. I believe the reason my
mind did that was because I
had been daydreaming and my
mind had gotten jealous. As I
get older I must remember to
give my mind more attention.
Isaiah solved the problem long
ago when he said, “Thou will
keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on thee:
because he trusteth in thee”
(Isaiah 26:3)

"Hee, hee..With a candidate
like they've got, there's no way

‘C_\_f could possibly lose!”

Community Calendar

American Legion Post 23
meets 1st Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 PM at VFW Post
7807, Sunnyside Rd., Hiawas-
see. Call 706-896-8387 for
details. We need your support!
Towns County Water Board
Meeting 3rd Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. in the TC Water
Office Building.

Mountain Community Seniors
meet the second Thursday of
each month at the Senior Center
in Hiawassee at 2 p.m.

Towns County Democratic
Party meets the 2nd Thursday
of every month at 5 PM at the
Senior Center. Please call Kim
Bailey at 706-994-2727 or 706-
896-6747 for details.

Towns County Republican
Party meets at 6: 30 PM the
2nd Thursday of each month at
Daniels Steak House. For more
info call 706-379-1371.

Towns County Planning Com-
mission is held the 2nd Monday
of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Courthouse.

Towns County Commissioners
meeting is the 3rd Thursday at
5:30 p.m. in the courthouse.
School Board Meeting, 2nd
Monday each month at 7 p.m.
in the auditorium.

Hiawassee City Council 1st
Tuesday of month 4 p.m., at
City Hall.

Young Harris City Council,
1st Tuesday of month at 7 p.m.,
Young Harris City Hall.

The Hiwassee River Valley
Kennel Club meetings are
held at 7 p.m. the 1st Monday
of each month at Brother’s
Restaurant in Murphy. Call
Kit: 706-492-5253 or Peggy:
828-835-1082.

The Unicoy Masonic Lodge
#259 meets on the 2nd Monday
of the month at 7:30 p.m.
Stephens Lodge #414 F & AM
meets the 1st Thursday of each
month at 7:30 PM in Young
Harris.

Board of Voter Registrars meets
the 3rd Wednesday of the month
at 4:30 p.m., Courthouse.
Towns County Board of Elec-
tions holds its monthly meetings
on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month at 4 p.m. at the Elections
Office (Old Rock Jail).

Towns County Historical So-
ciety meets the 2nd Monday of
each month at the Senior Center

in Hiawassee at 5:30 p.m. An-
nual dues $15, PO Box 1182,
Hiawassee, GA 706-896-1060,
www.townshistory.org
Bridge Players intermediate
level meets at 12:45 p.m. on
Mondays & Fridays at the Towns
County Recreation Dept.
Mountain Regional Arts and
Crafts Guild, Inc (MRACG)
meets the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at ArtWorks Artisan
Centre, Hiawassee. Refresh-
ments at 6 p.m., meeting be-
gins at 6:30 p.m. Call us by
706-896-0932 or mtnregarts-
craftsguild.org.

Mountain Computer User
Group meets the 2nd Monday
of each month at the Goolsby
Centerat YHC.Q & Aat6 p.m.,
meeting at 7 p.m.

FPL Retirees Breakfast will
meet the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at the Hole in the Wall
Restaurant on the square in
Blairsville at 9 a.m.
Chattahoochee-Nantahala
Chapter, Trout Unlimited meets
2nd Thursday of each month at
Cadence Bank in Blairsville. 5
p.m. Fly Tying - 7 p.m. General
Meeting. Everyone welcome.
www.ngatu692.com.

Military Officers Association
of America (MOAA) meets
the 3rd Monday of each month
at various area restaurants. For
information call John Quinlan
at 706-896-2430 or visit www.
moaa.org/chapter/blueridge-
mountains.

Alcoholics Anonymous: 24
hour phone line 828-837-
4440.

Mothers of Preschoolers meets
the third Thursday of each
month at First Baptist Church of
Blairsville from 6 - 8 p.m. Call
the church at 706-745-2469.
Chatuge Regional Hospital
Auxiliary on the 3rd Monday of
each month, except the months
of July, October and December,
in the hospital cafeteria at 1:30
p.m.

Mountain Magic Table Tennis
Club meets 3 p.m. Thursdays
at Pine Log Baptist Church
Fellowship Hall in Brasstown.
Ping Pong players welcome.
Call Jerry (828) 837-7658.

We do Family Oral History
of all of our residents. If you
have not had your family his-
tory recorded and would like

to do so, please call the Towns
County Historical Society at
706-896-1060.

Prostate Cancer Support Group
meets the 3rd Monday of every
month from 5-6 PM in the
Cancer Treatment Center Audi-
torium in Blairsville. For more
info call Steve 706-896-1064.
GMREC Native Plant Garden
Tours: Mondays 9 AM-1 PM.
May-Sept. (except holidays).
706-745-2655.

The Humane Society Moun-
tain Shelter Board of Direc-
tors meets the last Thursday
of every month at 5:30 p.m. at
Cadence Bank in Blairsville.
The Towns County Alzheim-
er’s Support Group meets the
first Tuesday of each month
at 1:30 PM in the Family Life
Center of McConnell Memori-
al Baptist Church. Caregivers
or family members are encour-
aged to attend. For more info
call Carol at 706-896-6407.
The Appalachian Shrine Club
meets the 2nd Thursday of each
month at 6:30 PM at the Al-
legheny Lodge in Blairsville.
For more info call William 706-
994-6177.

Georgia Mountain Writers
Club meets at St. Francis of As-
sisi Church the 2nd Wednesday
of every month at 10 AM.
VFW Post 7807 will have
their all you can eat fish fry on
the 2nd & 4th Fridays of each
month from 4:30 to 7 PM. $9 a
plate. See you there!

GMREC Garden Tours every
Monday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Shooting Creek Basket Weayv-
ers meets the 2nd Wednesday
of every month at 10 a.m. at
the Shooting Creek Fire Hall
Community Center. For more
info www.shootingcreekbas-
ketweavers.com.

Friendship Community Club
meets the 3rd Thursday of the
month at 6 PM at Clubhouse,
1625 Hwy. 76, 706-896-3637.
Goldwing Road Riders meets
the 3rd Saturday of each
month at Daniel’s Steakhouse
in Hiawassee. We eat at 11 and
meeting begins at 12.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)
meets every Wednesday eve-
nings at 7 PM at the Red Cross
building (up the hill from the
chamber office on Jack Day-
ton Circle).



