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Loss at Rabun Gap concludes first half of schedule; bye week welcomed

By Todd Forrest
North Georgia News
sports@nganews.com

The Towns County In-
dians fell to 0-5 last Friday
night, losing to Rabun Gap
(3-2), for the second straight
season, 34-12.

The Indians will have
two weeks to regroup as Towns
County is off this Friday before
the second half of the season
begins on Oct. 4th.

On Friday, the Indians
led early but trailed 14-7 after a
quarter and were still in the mix
at the break, down 21-7.

Rabun Gap would put
things away in the third with
13 points, taking a 34-7 ad-
vantage. The Indians would
add a touchdown in the fourth
quarter.

The Indians’ pass cover-
age was respectable, allowing
193 yards through the air, forc-
ing an interception.

However, the run de-
fense was suspect as Rabun
Gap racked up 203 yards on
the ground - 6.5 yards per carry.
Although when you fumble
five times like the Indians did,
it forces a heavy burden upon
your defense.

Regardless of the give-
aways, Rabun Gap wasn’t too
eager to put the game out of
reach. The home team was
penalized 15 times for 129
yards.

Following this week’s
bye, Towns returns to action
facing Copper Basin, Tenn. at
home on Homecoming with
another bye week awaiting on
Oct. 11th.

With games at North
Cobb on Oct. 18th and St.
Francis on Oct. 25th, the Basin
game will be one of the last
opportunities to play in front of
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the home crowd in 2013.

The Indians final home
game will be on Nov. 1st when
they host Lakeview Academy
on Senior Night. The season
concludes with a trip to Hebron
Christian on Nov. 11th

As for Copper Basin, the
Cougars are also 0-5, having
lost to Hayesville, NC 47-7,

and Andrews, NC 33-20.

The Cougars led 14-13
entering the fourth quarter but
a20-6 outburst by the Wildcats
gave them the win. The week
before, Andrews trailed Union
County 13-6 in the fourth
quarter but Union put the game
away with 21 straight in the
final six minutes.

Cruz Shook (10), Kobe Denton (32), and Daulton Rogers (18) look for blocks to create running room for
senior Vonya Baldwin (12). Photos by Lowell Nicholson.

Towns County picks

By Mason Mitcham
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

The Towns County soft-
ball team emerged victorious
with a score of 7-3 from their
game against Hebron Christian
on Tuesday.

At bat first, the Hebron
Christian Lions scored twice in
the first inning. With the score
2-0 score so early in the first,
the game seemed to be off to
a bad start for Towns County.
The Lady Indians refused to be
disheartened, however. Kristin
Henson scored at the bottom of
the first, followed by Morgan
Bradley and Tori Morgan.

The score was 3-2, Towns,
when Hebron Christian had
to pull their starting pitcher
because she physically hit too
many Towns County athletes.

Tatiana Baldwin scored
soon afterward, bringing the
score to 4-2. Carly Gilfilian and
Bailey Sutton scored runs off
of a solid hit by Henson. When
a flustered Hebron Christian
started to make errors, Alyssa
Pyle was able to score a run off
of a missed catch. The score
was 7-2 going into the second
inning.

The game stalled during
the second, third, and fourth
innings. After their first furious
barrage, Towns County was
unable to score again. Hebron
Christian certainly made spirited
attempts at a comeback, but
excellent defense by Towns,
especially in the outfield, pre-
vented them from scoring until
the fifth.

During the top of the fifth,
Hebron Christian hit a home run.
Since no one was on base for the
lions, however, they put only one
more point on the board, bring-
ing the score to 7-3. That was
how the game ended.

Tori Morgan distinguished
herself that game, coolly hitting
and catching balls, making runs,
and stealing bases. Coach Ber-
rong added that overall, Towns
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County did better defensively
than they had in previous games.
“Our defense was better this
week,” she said. “We still have
some things we need to work on
in the outfield.”

Berrong also noted that
pitcher Emily Ledford was
working down on her pitching.
“She’s giving them lower strikes
so we’re not getting as many
fly balls in the outfield. We’re
getting more ground balls. Of

Towns County Lady Indians pounded out seven runs in their win
over Hebron Christian Academy last week. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

course, you did see what hap-
pens whenever she doesn’t
work down,” she said, referring
to Hebron Christian’s over-the-
fence homerun.

“We had a few good hits,”
she added. “But I just feel like
we can hit better. Overall, I give
it to our defense.”

The Lady Indians will
play Commerce yet again at
home on Tuesday, Sept. 24th at
5:55 p.m.

Cross Country sets personal bests

By Mason Mitcham
Towns County Herald
Staff Writer

Murphy, NC - A total
of 11 teams ran at the cross
country meet at Murphy, NC on
Wednesday, including Towns,
Hayesville, Murphy, Cherokee,
and Union County.

It was a day of improve-
ments for the Towns County
cross country team. Almost ev-
ery runner PR’d, meaning that
they ran for their best times this
season. Coach Jeannie Ledford
said she was extremely happy
about the race.

“Today showed growth,”
she said.

Freshman Tyler Grimsley
once again led the boys with a
time of 19:47. He was closely
followed by Marshall Ledford,
a freshman, at 21:00. Cesar
Bustamante came in at 21:29.
Sophomore Thomas Mitchell
came in at 21:35. Sophomore
Austin Watson came in at
22:30. Sophomores Chaiz
Davenport and Hank Chambers
followed with respective times
of 23:19 and 23:50.

“Every one of the boys
PR’d,” Ledford said. “Every
single one of them. On the
guys’ side, we’re continuing to
show growth. Pulling toward
each other, lessening those
gaps between each other on
the guys’ side. We’re still go-
ing to work getting those times
down.”

Especially notable were
the performances by Ledford,
who cut four minutes from his
previous time, and Watson, who
improved by five minutes.

For the girls, Senior Ans-
ley Vardeman got eighth place
and a personal record of 21:25.
Sophomore Alley Settles and
senior Taylor Vardeman were
close behind with respective
times of 25:34 and 25:37. Sa-
mantha Quijada, a sophomore,
ran for 26:20. Alana Calhoun,

Coach Jeannie Ledford and her Towns County Cross Country

squads. Photos/Lowell Nicholson
a junior, got a time of 27:03.
Freshman Rosa-Jane Clinton
came in at 27:48. Amanda Gar-
rett, Emma-Kate Ledford, and
Kenzi Jenkins, all freshmen,
came in at 29:48, 30:01, and
29:09, respectively.

“It was fierce competi-
tion, as expected,” Ledford
said. “That’s what I wanted
for them.”

The competition may
be bringing out the runners’
competitive natures. Quijada
knocked five minutes and 27
seconds from her previous
time. Calhoun lowered her
time by 5 minutes and 25 sec-
onds. Garret lowered her time
by 6:59, Emma-Kate Ledford
lowered hers by 6:12, Kenzi
Jenkins lowered hers by 5:14,

and Rosa-Jane Clinton lowered
hers by nearly eight minutes.
These are all significant im-
provements from Coach Led-
ford’s freshmen.

Ledford said, “I’m well-
pleased,” Coach Ledford said.
“We’re still shifting around
with these freshmen. All these
new ones really are stepping
up. They’re beginning to come
in to their own.” She credited
the senior leadership for bring-
ing out the best in the new run-
ners. “They’re really working
together as a team effort, and
that’s their driving force right
now. Literally, it’s not about
when they hurt. It’s that they
push harder for their family
members.”

Contact Person(s)

2013 TOWNS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

HOMECOMING PARADE
ENTRY FORM

OCTOBER 3, 2013

Please complete entire form (both sides) for each entry
Entry Form Deadline: 12:00PM September 27, 2013

Name of Organization/Entry

E-Mail Address

Contact’s Address
City State
Daytime Phone # ( Cell Phone # ( )

Zip Code

Parade Day contact Phone # (in case of cancellation or delay) ( )

Marine Corps League needs

your help for golf tournament
b —

§ s .
The ladies of Heritage Pro-
pane, Samantha Panter, Ter-
rie Aupon, and Janeen Plott,
proudly present Bobby Jar-
rard a check sponsoring the

Unicoi Detachment, Marine
Corps League Golf Tourna-
ment. The tournament date
is October 10 and is being
held at Chatuge Shores Golf
Course.

The Marines need more golf
teams so that they may reach
their goal of helping children,
elderly, veterans, and families
in need in Towns and Union
counties.

For information on entering
a team or becoming a sponsor
call Bobby Jarrard, 706-896-
6084 or Walt Scott, 706-897-
9610.



