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Indians split with Commerce; fall at Prince Avenue
By Todd Forrest
Towns County Herald
sports@nganews.com

Towns County dropped
two of three last week after
splitting a doubleheader with
Commerce on Friday in Hiawassee.
On Monday the Indians
fell 8-2 to Prince Avenue but
senior Jackson Taylor went
deep for the fourth straight
game.
In game one on Friday,
Towns County edged Commerce 7-6 thanks to two runs
in the bottom of the seventh
by Major Moss and Brody
Graper.
Moss finished 2-for-2
while Taylor was 1-for-3 but
saw his long ball streak come to
an end. However, he did extend
his hitting streak to 14 games
during the twin bill.
Will DeVries got the start
and lasted 6 2/3 innings – allowing ﬁve earned runs, eight
hits, and fanning six.
Zach Davenport recorded
the win in just 1/3 innings but
he was able to stop the bleeding
in the top half of the seventh
and keep his team within a run
at 6-5.
After falling behind 3-0
in the ﬁrst, Towns answered
with three in their half of the inning when Adam Grifﬁn drove
in DeVries with a base hit to
center, Moss was plunked with
the bases loaded and Graper
followed with a walk.
The Tigers made it 4-3
with a pair of singles sandwiched around a sacriﬁce bunt
in the fourth.
Towns ﬁnally snatched
the lead away in the ﬁfth when
an error off the bat of Kobe
Denton scored Adam Barrett
and Graper for a 5-4 advantage.
In the seventh, Com-

Towns County baseball has a full slate of home games this week as they face both region and non region opponents. Photos/Lowell Nicholson

merce opened with a walk and
a single, then a ﬁelders choice
put runners at the corners with
one down.
A sacriﬁce ﬂy to center
tied things up at 5-5 before a
stolen base and a single put
Commerce up 6-5.
In the second game,
Commerce prevailed 11-9
thanks to a ﬁve-run sixth after
Towns held an 8-6 advantage.
Once again, the Tigers
jumped out to a 3-0 lead but
the Indians tied it up with one
in the third on an RBI double
from Taylor, and two in the
fourth on bases loaded walks
by Davenport and DeVries.
Two errors led to three
Commerce runs in the ﬁfth but
Towns exploded for ﬁve in the
bottom half of the inning.
A one-out double by
Moss scored Griffin – who

singled to lead off the inning.
The next three batters, Graper,
Bradshaw, and Kobe Denton
were each hit by a pitch, with
the third one scoring Moss with
the bags full.
Davenport followed with
a base hit to center to knot the
score at 6-6 before a bloop
single by DeVries brought
home Bradshaw.
The ﬁnal run came on a
sacriﬁce ﬂy by Taylor – scoring Kobe Denton – to give the
Indians an 8-6 lead.
The Tigers’ ensuing ﬁverun explosion was also aided
by a hit batter when the leadoff
hitter was plunked and the next
batter drew a four-pitch walk.
A base hit to right
trimmed the Indians lead to
8-7, then consecutive errors put
Commerce in front 9-8.
Following a ﬂy out and

a ground out, the Tigers tacked
on back-to-back, two-out RBI
singles to go up 11-8.
In the bottom of the sixth,
Barrett reached on a leadoff
walk then advanced to third on
a passed ball and a ground out.
With one down, he would score
on another passed ball but the
Indians would be unable to get
no closer than 11-9.
A DeVries walk in the
seventh brought the tying run
to the plate but a ﬂy out and
strikeout followed to end the
game.
In the loss to Prince Av-

enue Kobe Denton, DeVries,
and Moss each ﬁnished with a
two-hit game while Taylor went
deep but it wasn’t enough as the
visitors jumped out to a 3-0 lead
(the ﬁrst of three 3-0 deﬁcits
the Indians would face on the
week) before Towns trimmed
it to 3-2 in the fourth.
Prince would use a four
run sixth to put the Indians
away by a score of 8-2.
Towns ﬁnished with nine
hits to Prince’s 12 but three Indian errors proved costly.
Bradshaw started the
game and went four innings –

allowing three earned runs and
seven hits.
Seth Fullerton also allowed three earned in two
innings before Moss worked a
scoreless seventh.
Up next, the Indians will
host Chestatee from Class
AAAA on Wednesday before
returning to region play when
Providence comes calling on
Friday.
O n M o n d a y, To w n s
County hosted Oglethorpe
County but it came after the
deadline. Stats and results will
be available next week.

Towns County baseball season stats (offense and pitching)

Thursday
Morning Fishing
Tournament

Once again spring has
come to Lake Nottley.
Time to go fishing. Everyone is invited to join us
at Deaver Town Ramp on the
first Thursday of April.
Time of blast off is 7
a.m. This tournament is in
memory of Bobby Clayton,
who passed away recently. A
good friend to many. We will
miss you Bobby. NT(Mar29,Z2)CA

Trout stocking sites
week of March 20-24, 2017

Fannin: Big Creek, Hemptown Creek, Hothouse Creek, Little
Fightingtown Creek, Noontootla Creek, Sugar Creek, Rock Creek,
Rock Creek Lake, Toccoa River, Toccoa River Tailwaters of Lake
Blue Ridge, and Wilscot Creek.
Gilmer: Boardtown Creek and Rock Creek.
Lumpkin: Cane Creek, Clay Creek, Dockery Lake, Etowah
River, Nimblewill Creek, and Ward Creek.
Union: Canada Creek, Cooper Creek, Suches Creek, Toccoa
River, Wildhog Creek, and Winﬁeld Scott Lake.
Note: Information is subject to change. Please call the hatchery at 706-838-4723 for questions. Stay up-to-date on stocking with
Facebook www.facebook.com/chattahoocheeforestnfh. The hatchery
also provides trout for the state. Please contact Georgia DNR for information on sites stocked by the state.

Recreation Department
annual Easter Egg Hunt 2017

The Towns County
Recreation Department will
be hosting its annual Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday, April
15, 2017. The hunt will begin
promptly at 10:30 a.m.
All boys and girls ages 4
thru 9 are invited to come out
and enjoy the hunt.
The hunt will be held
on the recreation ball ﬁelds located on Hwy. 76 just west of
Hiawassee. Entrance to the ball

ﬁeld complex will be through
the upper gate located near the
Georgia Mountain Fair Ofﬁce.
We will have over 2,500 eggs,
including special prize eggs!
The hunt is free and
for all boys and girls ages 4
through 9. Make plans now to
join The Recreation Department on Saturday, April 15th
at 10:30 a.m. For more information contact The Recreation
Department at 706-896-2600.
T(Mar29,G1)SH

VFW hosts
Pickleball
Tournament

VFW Post 7807 Auxiliary is hosting a Pickleball
Tournament at the Towns
County Lakeside Pickleball
Courts on April 22, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Come support our veterans by participating in the
silent auction, bake sale, and
lunch. All proceeds will go
to helping veterans. For more
information contact the Auxiliary President Julie Andrews
at (941) 914-0699. T(Mar29,G1)SH

