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OPINIONS & COMMENTARY

Our Remarkable History

For those many amongst

us who know anything about The , ﬁ
firearms and bailing out, sus- Veterans - g et
pended in motion, hanging | Corner \

from a parachute in an ex- Secor? N
tremely precarious situation, | Drewmmond

this story may seem like a fan- | yscg veteran U

tasy. However it has been veri-
fied and is true. And Owen John Baggett, one of our greatest
generation, proved once again what my WWII mentors taught
me at a young age when [ was complaining about having “junk
hand tools” to work with. Very simply these wonderful men,
back from the horrors of war, gently coached me with these
words of wisdom: “Do the best you can with what you’ve got!”
That still applies to all of us today and as these great men taught
me one key element of that statement is, “Do your best!”

Thanks to our friend Perry another son of the greatest
generation: Owen John Baggett was born in 1920 in Graham,
Texas. By 1941 he graduated from college and went on to work
on Wall Street, but by the following year, he enlisted in the
Army Air Corps (now USAF) when the United States entered
the war. A studious man, he graduated from pilot training in
just five months and was sent to Burma, flying a B-24 Libera-
tor. What happened the following year is one of those stories
we just described. On March 31, 1943, Baggett and his squad-
ron were sent on a mission to destroy a bridge of strategic im-
portance. On their way, the B-24s got intercepted by Japanese
Zeros which hit the squadron hard. Baggett’s plane was riddled
with bullets to such an extent that the crew was forced to bail
out. While parachuting, a Japanese pilot decided that downing
the plane wasn’t enough. He circled around and started shoot-
ing at the bailed out pilots, killing two of the crew. Seeing this,
Baggett did the only thing he could. He played dead.

Not convinced Baggett was dead, the Zero pulled up to
him at near stall speed, the pilot opening his canopy to check
on his horrendous work. Not wasting any time and thinking
on his feet (no pun intended), Baggett pulled out his pistol and
shot the pilot right in the head.

This is considered the best shot by a Caliber .45 M911
pistol of all time. The last thing he saw was the Zero spiraling
toward earth.

When he landed, he and the other bailed out crew mem-
bers were captured and sent to a POW camp where they re-
mained till the end of the war. They were liberated by OSS
agents and Baggett was recognized as the only person during
the war to shoot down a Zero with a pistol. Verification of sto-
ry: wikipedia.org/wiki/Owen_J._Baggett

I sincerely hope our readers enjoy these small snippets of
American history, often ignored or forgotten. And I hope you
are enlightened and amazed, as am I about those who, “did the
best they could with what they had.”

Semper Paratus

Letters to The Editor

In Response

Dear Editor,

This in response to Ms. Bonny Herman’s “No Debates”
letter of 3/14/18. 1 agree with many of the sentiments expressed
in her comments. I am considered to be an excellent marksman
and do not need more than two or three shots to be a success-
ful hunter. For those who do not understand firearms, here is a
very short basic course. There are single shot, double barreled
(two shots), pump actions (5 or more shots), lever actions (5 or
more), Semi-automatics (10 more) that may be fired without re-
loading. Each shot requires pulling the trigger and/or operating
the gun’s action each time to fire the gun. The AR-15 platform,
sold to the public, is a semi-automatic weapon only.

The military version of the AR-15 is a fully automatic
weapon. They may have a selector switch to allow single shots
or bursts to be fired. Automatic weapons (pistols or long guns)
are illegal machine guns and are not available to the public. An
automatic weapon only requires a pull of the trigger to fire and
will not stop firing until the trigger is released or the weapon
runs out of ammunition. Semi-automatic and automatic weap-
ons use a reloadable clip or magazine of various capacities to
facilitate loading and reloading.

The bump stock is an attachment that allows the semi-

A Penny for your Thoughts

We didn’t forget about
you. Sometimes we get busy
with those parts of our lives
that pay the bills (and this isn’t
one of those parts). Some-
times there isn’t much to say.

Middle Path
Sometimes what we want to

By: Dan Perrny
say would not be printed. And

sometimes we write down what we think we want to say and,
fortunately, sleep on it before deleting it the next morning.

Over the last couple of weeks we worked. Hard. We like
to work hard because that usually leads to sleeping hard, and
sleep is one of the best things in life. We read several books.
We also read emails and comments on our posts. By the way,
if you like to comment, check out the blog at onthemiddlepath.
com, where you can read things the newspaper won’t print
(nothing ugly, mind you, just some opinions that some might
find disagreeable), and say anything you like, as long as it isn’t
rude to another contributor.

Based on the messages and comments we have received
over the years, we have formed a strong opinion that our read-
ers are the most intelligent and enlightened people on the
planet — even (or especially) the ones who disagree with us.
Occasionally we see an opinion that changes our own. New
information should always suggest the possibility of an up-
graded opinion. Now there’s a good working definition of what
it means to be rational!

Occasionally, however, by some accident of fate, or be-
cause they enjoy being outraged, someone will comment who
is not rational. Irrationality can happen to any of us, like catch-
ing a cold. We see it all the time in any forum which invites
commentary. Unfortunately, outrage appears to be in vogue
right now, but if you are among those of us who don’t enjoy it,
there are some simple measures we can take to avoid it.

The phrase, “It goes without saying” is a logical fallacy,
like the beautiful, inspiring and archaic phrase “self evident.”
Nevertheless, “it goes without saying” that we can often avoid
being outraged by the written word if we read more than just
the headlines or the titles. Are you listening, Facebook users?

If we are particularly outraged, that state of being can
often be assuaged by a more careful read of the offending mate-
rial. It is perhaps a sign of the times that a constantly texting and
tweeting public can lose the thread of an argument (the classical,
not the confrontational kind) that is built from an assortment, a
collection, a diversity of statements leading to a set of conclu-
sions. Furthermore, if our only experience of a rose consisted of

The

The Cross

Christians tend to be a .
little excited this time of year! | All Things u,
Sunday, April 1 is the day we New
especially celebrate the Resur- i

rection of our Lord and Savior WW
Jesus Christ. But that miracle is 7 :
meaningless without the cross.

The Bible notes that the
message of Jesus’ death on a cross seems foolish (lit. “moron-
ic”) and scandalous. God dying may seem inconceivable, but it
is the crux of the gospel. “The word of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18).

What is the cross really about? It’s about reconciliation
and peace between you and God (Col. 1:20). The cross exoner-
ates you because God nailed to the cross the certificate of debt
against you, and makes you alive with Christ (Col. 2:13-14).
On the cross, Jesus bore your sins in His body, so you might
live to righteousness (1 Pet 2:24). It brings people together
(Eph. 2:16). It’s about us.

We know Jesus agonized over his impending death, as
he anticipated the weight of the world on his shoulders. What
motivated him? Love and joy. “We know love by this, that He
laid down His life for us” (1 John 3:16). Jesus, “who for the joy
set before Him, endured the cross” (Heb. 12:2).

At age 95, Billy Graham recorded his final message in
a video called “The Cross.” In it he says, “With all my heart I
want to leave you with the truth. God loves you, and is willing
to forgive you of all your sins. The cross is offensive because it
confronts people. We deserved the cross, hell, and judgement,
and all that that means. Sin is a disease in the human heart.
How can we be set free? “If anyone is in Christ he is a new
creature” (2 Cor. 5:17). There is no other way of salvation ex-
cept through the cross of Christ. Jesus said, “No one comes to
the Father but through me” (John 14:6). Turn from your sins to
Jesus Christ, and say ‘I’m a sinner, I need forgiveness. You’re
the only one that can change me.” Today, I’'m asking you to put
your trust in Christ.”

The great Methodist hymn writer Charles Wesley wrote,
“Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die
for me? Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; I woke, the dun-
geon flamed with light; my chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. No condemnation now
I dread; Jesus, and all in him is mine; alive in him, my living
Head, and clothed in righteousness divine.” By faith, all this
can be yours because of Jesus, and the cross. Rejoice!

being “triggered” by the thorns,

we might be outraged by a bou-
quet, but most of us perceive
“rose” as something greater than
the sum of its individual parts.
We should read opinions, and
follow arguments, in the same
way.

We have written often
about confirmation bias, which
is a heavy contributor to out-
rage. It is almost tragic to see an
otherwise admirable intellect
which fails to apprehend reality
because perception is so strong-
ly colored by prejudice and a
narrow range of experiences.
Are you listening, partisans,
democrats, republicans, people
who only watch either MSNBC
or Fox News? If we are attached
to or insecure about our opin-
ions, we read to reinforce those
opinions rather than to absorb
new information. Any informa-
tion that might challenge our

"My, isn't it inspiring to see
lawmakers hard at work!" 9
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"So, how is your
bracket looking?"

opinions we either disregard, or

it makes us angry.

There are others for whom we have no remedy, and since
we are not politicians, gurus or saints, we will call them by
name. We refer now to stupid people. Yes, we can all do stupid
things, again, just like we can all catch a cold. But people who
have poor hygiene catch more colds. People who have poor
mental hygiene do more stupid things. Some, we might say, are
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