
NOTICE AS TO SPECIAL ELECTION
CITY OF HIAWASSEE
Notice is hereby given that, in accordance with 
O.C.G.A. § 21-2-540, a Special Election shall be 
held in Hiawassee for the purpose of submit-
ting to the Voters the following questions for 
approval or rejection:
The Special Election referendum to be held on 
the date established shall pose the following 
questions to City electors:
(1) [ ] YES [ ] NO
Shall the governing authority of the City of Hia-
wassee be authorized to issue licenses to sell 
distilled spirits for beverage purposes by the 
drink, such sales to be for consumption only 
on the premises?
(2) [ ] YES [ ] NO 
Shall the governing authority of the City of 
Hiawassee be authorized to permit and regu-
late Sunday sales of distilled spirits or alco-
holic beverages for beverage purposes by the 
drink?
(3) [ ] YES [ ] NO
Shall the governing authority of the City of Hia-
wassee be authorized to permit and regulate 
package sales by retailers of both malt bever-
ages and wine on Sundays between the hours 
of 12:30 P.M. and 11:30 P.M.?
The Special Election will be held on November 
8, 2016 at Hiawassee City Hall, 50 River Street, 
Hiawassee, Georgia 30546. All persons who are 
not registered to vote and who desire to vote in 
the Special Election may register to vote at City 
Hall through the close of business on October 
11, 2016. Advance voting for the election shall 
begin on Monday, October 17, 2016 and con-
tinue until Friday, November 4, 2016 and with 
advance voting taking place at the Hiawassee 
City Hall, 50 River Street, Hiawassee, Georgia 
30546. Absence ballots will be available at the 
same location beginning Monday, October 17, 
2016. The polls will be open on Election Day 
from 7:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M. 
This the 9th day of September, 2016.
Cenlya Galloway
City Clerk/Superintendent of Elections
T(Oct12,19,26,Nov2)B

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
RE: ESTATE OF DAVID PARRIS MULLINS, SR.
All debtors and creditors of the estate of David 
Pararis Mullins, Sr., deceased, late of Towns 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to render 
their demands and payments to the Executor 
of said Estate, according to law, and all per-
sons indebted to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment to the Executor.
This 14th day of October, 2016.
Margaret LaRanda Mauldin, Executor
Address: 4713 Arrowhead Road
Hiawassee, GA 30546
T(Oct19,26,Nov2,9)B

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBTORS
All creditors of the estate of SANDRA FAYE 
ROBERTS, deceased of Towns County, Hiawas-
see, Georgia are hereby notified to render in 
their demands to the undersigned according 
to law; and all persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make immediate payment to 
the undersigned. 
This 21st day of October, 2016
TERRY EARL ROBERTS, Executor
7166 Gumlog Road
Young Harris, Georgia 30582
T(Oct26,Nov2,9,16)B

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF TOWNS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
JANIS D. HART, DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2016-57
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION
NOTICE
[NOTE: Strike the sentence in parenthesis be-
low if not applicable.]
TO: All Interested Parties
[List here all heirs who have not acknowl-
edged service]
Charles Christian Hart III has petitioned to 
be appointed Administrator of the estate of 
Janis D. Hart deceased, of said County. The 
Petitioner has also applied for waiver of bond 
and/or grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261. All interested parties 
are hereby notified to show cause why said 
Petition should not be granted. All objections 
to the Petition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, and must 
be filed with the Court on or before November 
14, 2016.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to the Pe-
tition must be in writing, setting forth
the grounds of any such objections. All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a notary public 
or before a Probate Court Clerk, and filing fees 
must be tendered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent party. Con-
tact Probate Court personnel for the required 
amount of filing fees. If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date. If no objections are filed, the Petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
David Rogers
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Kerry L. Berrong
Clerk of the Probate Court
48 River St., Suite C
Hiawassee, GA 30546
Address
706-896-3467
Telephone Number
T(Oct19,26,Nov2,9)B

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TOWNS COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In Re: The Name Change of: Cathy Diane Crum-
bley Kostak, Petitioner
Civil Action Case NumbeR: 16-CV-138-RG
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME OF ADULT
The Petitioner files this Petition to Change 
Name of Adult, and states the following in sup-
port of the petition:
1) The Petitioner’s name is Cathy Diane Crum-
bley Kostak, and she or he resides in Towns 
County, Georgia. Therefore, jurisdiction and 
venue are proper in this Court.
2) The Petitioner was born in April 21, 1957 in 
Thomas County, State of Georgia, USA.
3) The Petitioner wants to change his or her 
name from Cathy Diane Crumbley Kostak to 
Diane Crumbley.
T(Oct26,Nov2,9,16)B

NOTICE OF ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
Notice is given that articles of incorporation 
that will incorporate Hiawassee Business 
Center POA, Inc. have been delivered to the 
Secretary of State for filing in accordance with 
the Georgia Corporation Code. The initial regis-
tered office of the corporation is located at 231 
Chatuge Way, Hiawassee, Georgia 30546 and 
its initial registered agent at such address is 
Stephanie W. McConnell.
T(Oct19,26)B

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
RE: Estate of Linda Ruth Rubenstein
All creditors of the estate of Linda Ruth Ruben-
stein, deceased, late of Towns County, Georgia, 
are hereby notified to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are required to 
make immediate payment to the undersigned.
This the 17th day of October, 2016
Vicki Laurel Fox, Personal Representative
1597 Asheforde Drive,
Marietta, GA 30068
770-231-8616
T(Oct26,Nov2,9,16)P

SUMMARIES OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS
Pursuant to requirements of the Georgia Con-
stitution, Attorney General Samuel S. Olens, 
Secretary of State Brian P. Kemp, and Legis-
lative Counsel Wayne R. Allen hereby provide 
the summaries of the proposed constitutional 
amendments that will appear on the Novem-
ber 8, 2016, general election ballot for consid-
eration by the people of Georgia (short cap-
tions are those adopted by the Constitutional 
Amendments Publication Board):
- 1 -
Provides greater flexibility and state account-
ability to fix failing schools through increasing 
community involvement.
Senate Resolution No. 287
Resolution Act No. 309
Ga. L. 2015, p. 1498
“( ) YES ( ) NO
Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended 
to allow the state to intervene in chronically 
failing public schools in order to improve stu-
dent performance?”
Summary
This proposal authorizes the General As-
sembly to provide for the creation of an Op-
portunity School District and authorizes the 
state to assume the supervision, management, 
and operation of failing public elementary and 
secondary schools, including the power to re-
ceive, control, and expend appropriated funds 
for such purposes. It amends Article VIII, Sec-
tion V of the Georgia Constitution by adding a 
new Paragraph VIII.
A copy of this entire proposed constitutional 
amendment is on file in the office of the judge 
of the probate court and is available for public 
inspection.
- 2 -
Authorizes penalties for sexual exploitation 
and assessments on adult entertainment to 
fund child victims’ services.
Senate Resolution No. 7
Resolution Act No. 306 
Ga. L. 2015, p. 1497 
“( ) YES ( ) NO
Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended 
to allow additional penalties for criminal cases 
in which a person is adjudged guilty of keep-
ing a place of prostitution, pimping, pander-
ing, pandering by compulsion, solicitation of 
sodomy, masturbation for hire, trafficking of 
persons for sexual servitude, or sexual exploi-
tation of children and to allow assessments on 
adult entertainment establishments to fund 
the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children 
Fund to pay for care and rehabilitative and so-
cial services for individuals in this state who 
have been or may be sexually exploited?”
Summary
This proposal authorizes the General Assembly 
to provide for additional penalties for various 
criminal sexual exploitation offenses and as-
sessments on adult entertainment establish-
ments and to dedicate revenue derived there-
from to the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited 
Children Fund for the purpose of providing 
care and rehabilitative and social services to 
sexually exploited persons. It amends Article 
III, Section IX, Paragraph VI of the Georgia 
Constitution. 
A copy of this entire proposed constitutional 
amendment is on file in the office of the judge 
of the probate court and is available for public 
inspection.
- 3 -
Reforms and re-establishes the Judicial 
Qualifications Commission and provides for its 
composition, governance, and powers.
House Resolution No. 1113
Resolution Act No. 537
Ga. L. 2016, p. 896
“( ) YES ( ) NO 
 Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended 
so as to abolish the existing Judicial Qualifica-
tions Commission; require the General Assem-
bly to create and provide by general law for 
the composition, manner of appointment, and 
governance of a new Judicial Qualifications 
Commission, with such commission having 
the power to discipline, remove, and cause 
involuntary retirement of judges; require the 
Judicial Qualifications Commission to have 
procedures that provide for due process of law 
and review by the Supreme Court of its advi-
sory opinions; and allow the Judicial Qualifica-
tions Commission to be open to the public in 
some manner?” 
Summary
This proposal abolishes the existing Judicial 
Qualifications Commission and requires the 
General Assembly to replace it with a new Ju-
dicial Qualifications Commission and provide 
for the composition, manner of appointment, 
governance, powers and duties, procedures, 
and open meetings of such reformed commis-
sion, with such commission having the power 
to discipline, remove, and cause involuntary 
retirement of judges as provided in the Con-
stitution, and for Supreme Court review of 
the commission’s opinions and procedures. 
It amends Article VI, Section VII, Paragraph VI 
and Article VI, Section VII, Paragraph VII of the 
Georgia Constitution.
A copy of this entire proposed constitutional 
amendment is on file in the office of the judge 
of the probate court and is available for public 
inspection.
- 4 -
Dedicates revenue from existing taxes on fire-
works to trauma care, fire services, and public 
safety.
Senate Resolution No. 558
Resolution Act No. 530
Ga. L. 2016, p. 895
“( ) YES ( ) NO
Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended 
so as to provide that the proceeds of excise 
taxes on the sale of fireworks or consumer 
fireworks be dedicated to the funding of trau-
ma care, firefighter equipping and training, 
and local public safety purposes?”
Summary
This proposal provides that the proceeds 
of excise taxes on the sale of fireworks or 
consumer fireworks be dedicated to funding 
trauma care, fire services, and local public 
safety purposes. It amends Article III, Section 
IX, Paragraph VI of the Georgia Constitution.
A copy of this entire proposed constitutional 
amendment is on file in the office of the judge 
of the probate court and is available for public 
inspection.
NT(Oct19,26,Nov2)B

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
RE: Estate of GILBERT E. FEW
All creditors of the estate of Gilbert E. Few, 
deceased, late of Towns County, Georgia, are 
hereby notified to render their demands to the 
undersigned according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned.
This the 14th day of October, 2016
Belinda Few, Personal Representative
1248 Dunwoody Knoll Drive, 
Atlanta, GA 30338
404-764-6906
T(Oct19,26,Nov2,9)P

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
RE: Estate of William Elliott Sanders
All creditors of the estate of William Elliott 
Sanders, deceased, late of Towns County, 
Georgia, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 10th day of October, 2016
Golda Sanders, Personal Representative
1442 Kelley Way, 
Hiawassee, GA 30546
770-855-5886
T(Oct19,26,Nov2,9)P

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
GEORGIA, TOWNS COUNTY 
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale con-
tained in a Security Deed given by Jean R. 
Martin to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Ally Bank Corp. 
f/k/a GMAC Bank, its successors and assigns, 
dated September 15, 2010, recorded in Deed 
Book 481, Page 796, Towns County, Georgia 
Records, as last transferred to Green Tree 
Servicing LLC by assignment recorded in Deed 
Book 567, Page 581, Towns County, Georgia 
Records, conveying the after-described prop-
erty to secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of TWO HUNDRED FIFTY-THREE THOU-
SAND EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY-EIGHT AND 
0/100 DOLLARS ($253,878.00), with interest 
thereon as set forth therein, there will be sold 
at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash 
before the courthouse door of Towns County, 
Georgia, or at such place as may be lawfully 
designated as an alternative, within the legal 
hours of sale on the first Tuesday in November, 
2016, the following described property: SEE 
EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A 
PART HEREOF The debt secured by said Secu-
rity Deed has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events of 
default, failure to pay the indebtedness as and 
when due and in the manner provided in the 
Note and Security Deed. The debt remaining in 
default, this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same and all expenses of this 
sale, as provided in Security Deed and by law, 
including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been given). Said 
property will be sold subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, but not yet due and payable), any 
matters which might be disclosed by an accu-
rate survey and inspection of the property, any 
assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning or-
dinances, restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above. Ditech Financial LLC FKA Green 
Tree Servicing LLC is the holder of the Security 
Deed to the property in accordance with OCGA 
§ 44-14-162.2. The entity that has full authority 
to negotiate, amend, and modify all terms of 
the mortgage with the debtor is: Ditech Finan-
cial LLC, 7360 S. Kyrene Rd., Tempe, AZ 85284 
800-692-8469. To the best knowledge and be-
lief of the undersigned, the party in possession 
of the property is Jean R. Martin or a tenant or 
tenants and said property is more commonly 
known as 3538 Riverfront Lane, Hiawassee, 
Georgia 30546. The sale will be conducted 
subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirmation and audit of the 
status of the loan with the holder of the secu-
rity deed. Ditech Financial LLC FKA Green Tree 
Servicing LLC as Attorney in Fact for Jean R. 
Martin McCalla Raymer Pierce, LLC 1544 Old 
Alabama Road Roswell, Georgia 30076 www.
foreclosurehotline.net EXHIBIT “A” All that 
tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land 
Lot 234, 18th District, 1st Section, Towns Coun-
ty, Georgia being known as Building Number 
Five (5) and the property beneath the build-
ing footprint as shown on the plat of survey 
entitled “Hiawassee River Camp” prepared by 
Landtech Services, Inc., James L. Alexander, 
R.L.S. #2653, dated 02/24/06 and recorded in 
Plat Book 35, Page 269 Towns County Records 
which description on said plat is incorporated 
herein by reference and made a part hereof. 
MR/mtj 11/1/16 Our file no. 5338216 - FT2
T(Oct5,12,19,26)B

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TOWNS
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
Because of a default under the terms of the 
Security Deed executed by Arvind Raina and 
Maninder Kaur to Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc. as nominee for Provident 
Funding Associates, L.P. dated August 6, 2009, 
and recorded in Deed Book 460, Page 636, 
Towns County Records, said Security Deed 
having been last sold, assigned, transferred 
and conveyed to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. secur-
ing a Note in the original principal amount of 
$312,000.00, the holder thereof pursuant to 
said Deed and Note thereby secured has de-
clared the entire amount of said indebtedness 
due and payable and, pursuant to the power 
of sale contained in said Deed, will on the first 
Tuesday, November 1, 2016, during the legal 
hours of sale, before the Courthouse door in 
said County, sell at public outcry to the highest 
bidder for cash, the property described in said 
Deed, to-wit: 
ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING 
AND BEING IN LAND LOT 159, 18TH DISTRICT, 
1ST SECTION, TOWNS COUNTY, GEORGIA, CON-
TAINING 3.407 ACRES, AND BEING AS TRACT 
ONE (1) ON A PLAT OF SURVEY BY T. KIRBY 
AND ASSOCIATES, INC. DATED 02/22/2008, RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 38, PAGE 118, TOWNS 
COUNTY RECORDS WHICH DESCRIPTION ON 
SAID PLAT IS INCORPORATED HEREIN BY REF-
ERENCE AND MADE A PART HEREOF.
THE GRANTOR GRANTS TO GRANTEE A PERPET-
UAL NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS, 
EGRESS AND THE RIGHT TO RUN WATER AND 
UTILITIES TO THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPER-
TY ALONG THE EASEMENT AS SHOWN ON SAID 
PLAT, RUNNING FROM VICTORIA WOODS ROAD.
THE PROPERTY IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO THE 
EASEMENT TO BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN EMC 
AS RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 216, PAGE 602, 
TOWNS COUNTY GEORGIA RECORDS.
THE PROPERTY IS ALSO CONVEYED SUBJECT 
TO THE RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD AS PER-
TAINS TO VICTORIA WOODS SUBDIVISION RE-
CORDED IN DEED BOOK 94, PAGES 130-133 
AND DEED BOOK 94, PAGES 207-209, TOWNS 
COUNTY GEORGIA RECORDS.
PROPERTY IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO THAT 
PERPETUAL WATER RIGHT TO THE SPRING LO-
CATED ON THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY 
AND THE RIGHT TO RUN THE NECESSARY WA-
TER LINE TO MAINTAIN SAME, ALONG WITH 
OTHER CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS AS RE-
SERVED BY JERRY SANDERS IN DEED BOOK 
199, PAGES 505-506, TOWNS COUNTY CLERKS 
OFFICE.
Said property is known as 1490 Ada Lane, Hia-
wassee, GA 30546, together with all fixtures 
and personal property attached to and consti-
tuting a part of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to any out-
standing ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, whether or not now due and 
payable), the right of redemption of any tax-
ing authority, any matters which might be dis-
closed by an accurate survey and inspection 
of the property, any assessments, liens, en-
cumbrances, zoning ordinances, restrictions, 
covenants, and matters of record superior to 
the Security Deed first set out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be applied to 
the payment of said indebtedness and all ex-
penses of said sale as provided in said Deed, 
and the balance, if any, will be distributed as 
provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to con-
firmation that the sale is not prohibited under 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final con-
firmation and audit of the status of the loan 
with the secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the possession of 
Arvind Raina and Maninder Kaur, successor in 
interest or tenant(s).
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. as Attorney-in-Fact for 
Arvind Raina and Maninder Kaur
File no. 12-037205
SHAPIRO PENDERGAST & HASTY, LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center Parkway, Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30346
770-220-2535/KMM
shapiroandhasty.com 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
10/05, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 2016
[FC-NOS]
T(Oct5,12,19,26)B
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Local
Weather

and
Lake Levels

Thur: Cloudy                    60  47
Fri: Showers                  56 34
Sat: Cloudy                     54  28
Sun: Sunny                   45  26
Mon: Sunny                     50   32
Tue: Showers                      54   36
Wed: Cloudy                    55   41

Upstream Elevation
Predicted
01/25/12

Lake Chatuge          1918.53
Lake Nottely           1763.09
Blue Ridge             1671.86
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Senior Center going up fast

Friends

Installation of hydrants ahead of pace

Food Pantry
The Towns County

Food Distribution is
scheduled for Tuesday
Jan.31from 2 p.m. to 6
p.m. All that are in need
of food assistance are en-
couraged to attend. If you
are unable to pick up your
food, please contact The
Pantry at (706) 896-4783
prior to distribution day..
All clients and inquiries are
kept confidential.

See Senior Center, page 12A

Moshetto’s Restau-
rant of Young Harris will
host a fundraiser for
Friends of the Libraries of
Towns County on Jan.
26-28 from 6 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. A portion of the meal
ticket will be donated to
Friends of the Libraries.
For more details about the
event, see Page 3A in
today’s edition.

...

...

PTSO Meet

TCHS robotics team advances to state

By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

See Qualifying, page 12A

See Fire Hydrants, page 12A

See Human Remains, page 12A

Grand Jury Indictments

Sheriff: ‘No word yet’ on ID
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net
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Condolences

To the family of
Towns County Sheriff
Chris Clinton.

The sheriff lost his
beloved grandmother
Simone Elise Charlotte
Brun Nicholson, who
passed away on Satur-
day, Jan. 21. Banister
Funeral Home was in
charge of the arrange-
ments. Please join the
Towns County Herald in
extending prayers for the
family of Sheriff Clinton.

Parents of children
all ages, as well as teens
are invited to meet licensed
professional counselor,
Linda M. Silva of Family
and Play Therapy at
Towns County High
School Cafeteria on
Thursday, Jan. 26 at 7
p.m. Her topic will be Your
Child’s Role Model. A Q
& A session will follow the
presentation. Childcare
and refreshments will be
provided. The meeting is
sponsored by Towns
County Parent, Teacher,
Student Organization. See
Page 3A for more details.

County workers have installed 90 of the 150 fire hydrants approved by voters last year

From pouring the foundation to drying in the building, the new
Senior Center is on pace to meet the 180 days or so construction
deal with the county. Photos/Marty Roberts

Visit townscountyherald.net for updates throughout the week

Towns Grand Jurors hand up 11 true bills

Only the weather could be a setback for newest county facility

Qualifying fees for 2012 set
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

Sheriff Chris Clinton

County workers are installing fire hydrants at a record pace. Only the weather is keeping these
important infrastructure pieces from being installed any faster. Photo/Marty Roberts

By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

See Robotics, page 12A

Towns County sheriff’s
authorities continue to await
word from the Georgia Bureau
of Investigation’s Crime Labo-
ratory as to the identity of hu-
man remains found in south-
ern Towns County on Jan. 15th
Sheriff Chris Clinton said.

Sheriff Clinton said
that his department had yet
to receive word regarding
the identity of the human re-
mains discovered near the
Appalachian Trail.

“We’re still awaiting
word from the GBI and the
state crime lab,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “We don’t have
anything new to share at this
time. We hope to have some-
thing later in the week.”

On Sunday, Jan. 15,
small game hunters discov-
ered what they believed to
be human remains on U.S.
Forest Service land near the
Appalachian Trail. They
made contact with the
Towns County Sheriff’s Of-
fice about their discovery.
Towns County Sheriff’s Lt.

Brian Wilson and Deputy
Doug Lloyd and a DNR
ranger were the first au-
thorities to arrive at the
scene. The officers deter-
mined that the find was in-
deed human remains.

A call to Sheriff
Clinton prompted a call from
the sheriff to the GBI to as-
sist in the investigation.

Towns County Depu-
ties and DNR rangers se-
cured the scene and were
joined by U.S. Forest Ser-
vice law enforcement and
GBI as they began a search

It all started with vot-
ers going to the polls last
March.

Less than a year later,
the voter-approved Special
Purpose Local Option Sales
Tax will pay for approxi-
mately 150 new fire hydrants
which will greatly reduce the
county’s ISO rating to a
Class 5 in many areas,
Towns County Sole Com-
missioner Bill Kendall said.

The installation of
those hydrants is well ahead
of pace. To date, 90 of the
150 fire hydrants approved
by voters have been in-
stalled, said Marty Roberts,
Towns’ 911 Mapping Direc-
tor, who is helping to over-
see the project along with
Fire Chief Mitch Floyd.

The first hydrant was
installed on July 7th. To
date, 90 fire hydrants have
been installed. That’s mov-

ing pretty fast, said Roberts.
“If we’d had pretty

weather, we could have in-
stalled a lot more,” Roberts
said.

Roberts said that the
county has no timeline to fin-
ish the project due to
weather concerns.

“Overall, we’d like to
have them installed by
spring,” Roberts said.

Close proximity to a
fire hydrant saved a condo-
minium in Hawks Harbor on
Sunday.

“If it hadn’t been as
close to a hydrant as it was,
it would have been gone,”
Roberts said. “It was a
windblown fire that was ex-
tremely dangerous and dif-
ficult to extinguish. Good
work by firefighters and I’m
glad they had plenty of wa-
ter to work with.”

The county has 28
more hydrants to install be-

A Chad Winkler prom-
ise is as good as gold.

Winkler & Winkler
Construction out of Blairsville
broke ground on the new
Towns County Senior Cen-
ter in early November. At the
time, Winkler said that
weather-permitting, the
project would be completed
in 180 days.

Even with all the wet
weather the region is expe-
riencing, Winkler & Winkler
Construction is well on its
way to completing the 5,800
square foot Senior Center on
time.

With the front entrance
and back porch included, the
facility will be around 7,000
square feet.

And Winkler promises
that there isn’t another Se-
nior Center around that will
have the back porch view
that the Towns County Se-
nior Center will have. It

The legend of robotics
and Towns County Schools
continues.

Three of the Towns
County Middle School stu-
dents who placed third in the
state last year in the FIRST
LEGO League Robotics
Tournament and first nation-
ally in Core Values Inspira-
tion in San Diego, CA, now
suit up for another first year
team.

Towns County High
School’s 21st Century

PiE team members Jasmine Forrester, Sara Scott, Zyndel Payne,
Gabe Gilliland, Mia Manto.  Michael Austin (not pictured).

Commissioner Bill Kendall

Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall
had one order of business at
the county’s regularly
scheduled meeting last
week in the Towns County
Courthouse.

Commissioner Kendall
set the qualifying fees for the
eight local races scheduled
for 2012 elections.

Qualifying fees are
based on 3 percent of the
salaries for each office,
Commissioner Kendall said.

Qualifying for the of-
fices begin at 9 a.m. on May
23rd and will end at noon on

May 25th, Election Superinten-
dent Jonni Marie Shook said.

The General Primary
will be held on July 31st and
the General Election will be
held on Nov. 6th, Shook
said.

The qualifying fees are
as follows:

· Commiss ione r :
$1,407.54;

· Probate Judge/
Magistrate: $1,578.31;

· Tax Commissioner:
$1,229.04;

· Clerk of Court:
$1,229.04;

· Sheriff: $1,407.54;
· Coroner: $36.54;
· Board of Educa-

tion, Post 4: $36;
· Board of Educa-

tion, Post 5: $36;
C o m m i s s i o n e r

Kendall is the incumbent
County Commissioner;
David Rogers is the incum-
bent Probate Judge/Magis-
trate; Bruce Rogers is the
incumbent Tax Commis-

Towns County Clerk
of Court Cecil Dye has re-
leased the following indict-
ments by Towns County
Grand Jurors:

·  Chandler Bryan
Adams: Manufacture/de-
liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance;

· Nicholas Randell
Neace: Manufacture/de-
liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; purchase, posses-
sion, manufacture, distribu-
tion, or sale of marijuana;
unlawful for person to pur-
chase, possess, or have un-
der his control any controlled
substance; unlawful for per-
son to purchase, possess, or
have under his control any
controlled substance;

· Patty Diane Neace:
Manufacture/deliver/distrib-
ute/administer/sell/possess
with intent to distribute con-
trolled substance; unlawful
for person to purchase, pos-
sess, or have under his con-
trol any controlled sub-
stance;

· Lori Dawn Palmer
Lovingood: Manufacture/
deliver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; Manufacture/de-

liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; Manufacture/de-
liver/distribute/administer/
sell/possess with intent to
distribute controlled sub-
stance; unlawful for person
to purchase, possess, or
have under his control any
controlled substance;

· Charles Kenneth
Gray Sr.: Felony attempt or
conspiracy to violate
Georgia’s Controlled Sub-
stance Act;

· Erik Steven
Underwood: Aggravated
stalking; battery; cruelty to
children – allow to witness
felony/battery/Family Vio-
lence – third degree;

· Kendrick Lamar
Hillsman: Terroristic threats
and acts; battery – Family
Violence (first offense) mis-
demeanor; simple battery –
Family Violence;

· Alisha Marie Will-
iams: False statements or
writings; conceal facts or
fraudulent documents in
matters of government;

See Indictments, page 12A
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