
Page 10A THE TOWNS COUNTY HERALD December 15, 2010 

Towns County Board of Education
67 Lakeview Circle, Suite C

Hiawassee, GA  30546
2011 Pre-Board Work Session Dates & Times

(first Monday of each month)
(except for April, July and September)

To be held at the Towns County Board of Education Office
January 3, 2011           7 PM 
February 7, 2011        7 PM
March 7, 2011         7 PM
April 11, 2011         7 PM 
May 2, 2011         7 PM
June 6, 2011         7 PM

July 5, 2011 (Tues.)     7 PM
August 1, 2011          7 PM
Sept. 6, 2011 (Tues.)    7 PM
October 3, 2011         7 PM
November 7, 2011       7 PM
December 5, 2011       7 PM

T(Dec15,Z19)CA

January 10, 2011         7 PM
February 14, 2011      7 PM
March 14, 2011         7 PM
April 18, 2011         7 PM 
May 9, 2011         7 PM
June 13, 2011         7 PM

2011 Regular Board Meeting  Dates & Times
(second Monday of each month)

(except for April and July)
To be held at the Towns County School Auditorium

July 18, 2011         7 PM 
August 8, 2011         7 PM
September 12, 2011    7 PM
October 10, 2011         7 PM
November 14, 2011     7 PM
December 12, 2011     7 PM

Board Approved 12/13/10

lease purchase agreement, or
Certificate of Participation.

Through this method
the Association of County
Commissioners of Georgia
constructs and owns the jail,
financing it through a bank.

The county in turn,
then leases the jail one year
at a time which bypasses
the constitutional require-
ment of voters having to
approve a bond referendum,

thus putting property own-
ers in debt with voter ap-
proval of general obligation
bonds.

“The down side of a
lease purchasing agreement
is property owners have to
payback for a project over
many years without voter
approval and generally the
interest rates are higher than
voter approved bonds,”
Commissioner Kendall said.

Jail Debt...from page 1A

The city of Hiawassee
has a new council member.

Hiawassee City Clerk
Wylene White did the hon-
ors of swearing in Pat Smith
to the unexpired term of re-
tired City Council member
Howard Cunningham at last
week’s council meeting at
City Hall in Downtown.

In November, Smith de-
feated VFW Post 7807 Com-
mander Chris Swett for the
right to fill Cunningham’s seat.

The special election
attracted a record number of
early voters in the city, 183
to be exact. Smith defeated
Swett 176 to 112. Smith
claimed 61 percent of the city
vote to 39 percent for Swett.

Smith said that she felt
that her experience in state
government as a budget and
financial officer, constitu-
ents’ services and her love
and desire to help people
helped prepared her to be an
effective council member.

Wearing a red blazer
over a white blouse, Smith
swore to uphold the laws of
the city of Hiawassee to the
best of her abilities. After
years of behind the scenes
government work, Smith

now steps into a role as a
city policy maker.

Smith served as
County Clerk for Towns
County under Commis-
sioner Ray Taylor.

“I started out as a
county clerk in 1965 and
then went to work for
DFACS for the next 34
years,” she said.

Smith said she learned
about government early on
after graduating from
Towns County High School,

almost immediately going to
work for Commissioner Tay-
lor with duties of budget, fi-
nance and other facets of
serving the public.

Later, she was em-
ployed with the state of
Georgia in the Department
of Family and Children’s
Services, where she worked
for 34 years until retirement.

“I feel like I still have a
lot to offer the residents in a
public service role,” she said.

Councilwoman Smith said

that the city’s greatest needs are
infrastructure-related.

“Water and sewer so-
lutions are in big demand,”
she said.

Another important is-
sue to the newest council-
woman is encouraging resi-
dents to shop and do busi-
ness in Towns County and
Hiawassee during the diffi-
cult economic times.

“I  really support
that,” she said.

Smith sworn in as newest council member
By James Reese
Towns County Herald
tcherald@windstream.net

Hiawassee City Clerk Wylene White swears in Councilwoman Pat Smith before last week’s
Council meeting at City Hall in Hiawassee. Smith will serve Howard Cunningham’s unexpired
term on the Council. Photo by James Reese

His 1965 single with his
music partner Bobby
Hatfield is the most played
single in American radio his-
tory; his ‘righteous brother’
died in 2003.

Bill Medley is coming
to Anderson Music Hall
Jan. 22 and you can rest
assured, ‘he’ll have the time
of his life.’

Medley, who was in-
ducted into the Rock ‘N’
Roll Hall of Fame along
with fellow Righteous
Brother Bobby Hatfield in
2003, was confirmed to
play The Hall last week,
Georgia Mountain Fair-
grounds General Manager
Hilda Thomason said.

And that’s not all; the
Devil is coming down to
Georgia.

By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

Bill Medley, Charlie Daniels coming to Towns

Bill Medley Charlie Daniels

Charlie Daniels will
play Anderson Music Hall
March 19, 2011.

Tickets for the Medley
concert go on sale Friday;
tickets for the Charlie
Daniels concert go on sale
Feb. 4th.

Tickets for each con-
cert are $35 plus $2 handling
for Level I seating and $25
plus $2 handling for Level 2
seating.

Medley’s legendary
Righteous Brother hits in-

clude You’ve Lost That
Loving Feeling, Un-
chained Melody, (You’re
My) Soul and Inspiration,
Ebb Tide and Just Once in
My Life.

In 1987, Medley
teamed with Jennifer
Warnes to record (I’ve had)
The Time of My Life, for
which they both earned an
Oscar and a Grammy.

Daniels, who scored
his first major music triumph
when he sold one of his writ-
ten songs, It Hurts Me to
Elvis Presley, is best re-
membered for his Grammy
Award-winning The Devil
Went Down to Georgia.
He also scored with Long-
haired Country Boy, The
South’s Gonna Do It
Again and The Legend of
Wooley Swamp. He’s also
renowned as one of the
greatest fiddle players of his

generation. Daniels also is
an accomplished Gospel
and Christian singer.

The Georgia Mountain
Fair also has an offer on the
table extended to Country
Music legend Vince Gill,
Thomason said.

And it might not be
long before Don Williams is
ready to do his Hiawassee
show, she said.

“Things are happening
at Anderson Music Hall,”
she said.

Four students – Michael 
Austin, Danielle Diehl, Mia 
Manto and Sunshine Wood – 
from Towns County Middle 
School came up big winners 
Saturday, December 4, 2010, 
in the qualifier tournament 
of the Georgia FLL Robotics 
Team Competition held at the 
Gwinnett Environmental and 
Heritage Center located in 
Buford, Georgia. The robotics 
team competition is part of  the 
FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology) LEGO League 

(over 9,000 teams worldwide). 
The Robotics Team Competi-
tion included students from 22 
schools in Georgia. The pur-
pose of the competition was to 
teach students basic computer 
programming principles, how 
to use sensors, and the design-
ing and building principles of 
robots.

Kick’N’Bots (the team 
name selected by the students) 
was the overall winner, win-
ning the First Place Cham-
pion’s Award. To participate, 
each school’s robotic team 

was required to compete in 
three categories – (1) the op-
eration of the robot the team 
had designed and built, (2) a 
research presentation, and (3) 
a technical presentation. The 
theme of the competition was 
the use of biomedical engi-
neering to assist doctors and 
hospitals in the treatment of 
their patients. [Biomedical en-
gineering combines the fields 
of chemical, mechanical, elec-
trical and other forms of engi-
neering and mixes them with 
biological and medical scienc-
es to advance healthcare.]  The 
fourth element of the compe-
tition was teamwork (“gra-
cious professionalism” – how 
team members work with each 
other and relate to other teams, 
visitors, and others  during the 
day). Judges’ comments about 
the team included: “Great team 
effort.” “Gracious profession-
alism flows through you guys 
naturally.” Teamwork scores 
count as much as the robot per-
formance and project scores 
because FIRST believes the 
teamwork skills are critical to 
the success of any scientific or 
technical endeavor.

Each student on the 
robotics team had specific 
responsibilities. Michael Aus-
tin was the Lead Strategist, 
Danielle Diehl was the Lead 
Programmer and Captain, Mia 
Manto was the Lead Opera-
tor and Co-Captain, Sunshine 
Wood was the Lead Research-
er, Wikispaces Manager and 
Photographer, and Gabe Gil-
liland was the Lead Builder. 
Plus, each student had second-
ary responsibilities in each of 
the other areas, making the 
participation a true team event. 
Their robotics coach, Mrs. Jo 
Ray Van Vliet, provided the 
professional guidance and en-
couragement to lead the Towns 
County Middle School team to 
their first victory. 

The robot the team had 
built was operated on a course 
designed to mimic parts of 
the human body and had to be 
built and programmed by the 
team to complete as many of 
the 14 specific tasks as it could 
in under two and a half min-
utes in order to score points.  
The team’s research presenta-
tion, titled “iMemory” was a 
skit about how they wanted to 
invent an app for the iPhone 
to be used by people with Al-
zheimer Disease. Their pre-
sentation skit explaining how 
the app would be used to pro-
vide daily reminders, memory 
stimulation games, phone con-
tact info, photo memories with 
captions, and GPS location ca-
pabilities to Alzheimer Disease 
patients and their families was 
greeted by the science judges 
as “very innovative” and “ex-
tremely interesting”. The pre-
sentation on the technical as-
pects of the robot by Michael 
Austin had the judges nodding 
their heads in agreement while 
they were asking detail ques-
tions about how the robot op-
erated, why the students had 
chosen the particular chassis 
and attachments designs and 
builds, how they had used 
sensors, and their strategy for 
combining the programming 
of the tasks and order selected 
for the robot to accomplish the 
different tasks. 

As a result of winning 
the Robotics Team Competi-
tion on Saturday, the robotics 
team will now be eligible to 
participate in the Super-Re-
gional robotics competition in 
January. 

While the Towns Coun-
ty Schools may have trouble 
competing against larger 
schools in some sports, the 
Robotics Team proved very 
clearly that other schools have 
trouble competing against the 
Towns County Schools when 
it comes to bright, creative 
and intelligent students. The 
Robotics Team’s hard work in 
preparing for this event led to 
their success.

Middle School wins Robotics Team competition

The Kick’N’Bots, from the left,  Danielle Diehl holding the First Place 
Champion’s Trophy, Mia Manto holding the Robotic Team’s robot, 
Sunshine Wood, and in the back Michael Austin.

Bagpipe instruction
The Appalachian Saint 

Andrew’s Pipes and Drums 
Bagpipe Band is offering free 
instruction to all who want to 
learn how to play the Great 
Highland Bagpipe or to learn 
Regimental Drumming.

The band meets each 
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. until 
12 noon in the Parish Hall of 
Saint Clare’s Episcopal Church 
for instruction and practice. 

For further information, 
call 706-781-3382 or 1-828-
557-3812.       NT(Dec15,Z1)CA

Men’s Morning 
Coffee Group

Regency Hospice Men's 
Coffee Group has a new meet-
ing place. Grinds-n-Glazes at 
233 Hwy. 515 in Blairsville on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every 
month from 10 to 11:30 AM.

For more information 
please call Jan Deveraux, 
Chaplain at Regency Hospice 
in Hiawassee at 800-577-8791 
or 706-896-1251. NT(Dec15,Z1)CA

Commissioner Bill Ken-
dall announced that the Towns 
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vice has received a $73,275.87 
grant from the Georgia Trau-
ma Care Commission to pur-
chase a new ambulance. The 
grant will be matched with 
$40,364.13 of local funds for a 
total price of $113,640.

County receives grant for ambulance

Commissioner Kend-
all commended E.M.S. staff 
for their professional service 
provided to Towns County, 
and that on going training was 
being carried out to continue 
to improve the response time 
and professional attention on 
emergency calls. T(Dec15,F5)SH

Left to right front: Linda Hedden & Commissioner Bill Kendall. Back 
row: E.M.S. Director Ricky Mathis, Ray Giles and Jim Barnes

While it's no secret that 
the state and the nation are fac-
ing severe nursing shortages, 
couple that with the lack of 
educators to train new nurses 
and the situation becomes 
even more difficult.

According to figures 
from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
Georgia is expected to face a 
shortage of 37,700 registered 
nurses by 2020. While the 
University System of Georgia 
produces 80 percent of the 
new registered nurses in Geor-
gia, hundreds of applicants to 
nursing programs are turned 
down each year because of an 
insufficient number of nursing 
educators. At North Georgia 
College & State University, 
the master's of science in nurs-
ing education program aims to 
help lessen both shortages.

"There is a shortage of 
nursing faculty and I think if 
you look at the demographics, 
most full professors and as-

sociate professors are in their 
late 50s and even 60s and a lot 
of them are going to be retir-
ing," Byrne said, adding that 
nurse educators with master's 
degrees also are needed in hos-
pitals and businesses. 

This Saturday, nine ad-
ditional nurse educators will 
receive their degrees and two 
already have accepted job of-
fers. Even before graduation, 
the group taught and mentored 
hundreds of undergraduate 
students at North Georgia, 
Brenau University, Emory 
University, Kennesaw State 
University, and North Georgia 
Technical College.

"It's not just nurses I 
want to teach," Snead, who 
was recognized as the top 
graduate in the program, said. 
"One of my favorite things 
about being a nurse is teaching 
somebody how to take care of 
themselves, making something 
really complex really simple 
so they can understand it."

Students were presented their master’s of science in nursing education on Dec. 11 at North Georgia Col-
lege & State University. From left to right: Janita Mastin, Cumming; Suzan Paxton, Lake Geneva, Wisc.; 
Kim Naab, Woodstock; Maryanne Russell, Hiawassee; Carrie Snead, Alpharetta; Pam Noonan, Buford; 
Dr. Michelle Byrne, program coordinator; Brittany Smith, Toccoa; Sue McGill, Alpharetta; and Anne 
Jest, Stone Mountain.

Those who will be re-
ceiving their master's degree 
Saturday are: Anne Jest, Stone 
Mountain; Janita Mastin, Cum-
ming; Sue McGill, Alpharetta; 
Kim Naab, Woodstock; Suzan 
Paxton, Lake Geneva, Wisc.; 
Maryanne Russell, Hiawassee; 
and Brittany Smith, Toccoa. 
The group is the fourth to grad-
uate from the nursing education 
program that started in 2006. 

Applications for entry 
into the master's in nursing ed-
ucation program are taken each 
semester. Though the program 
is taught mostly online, one 
face-to-face class meeting is 
held each week. The program 
takes four semesters to com-
plete on a full-time basis, but 
also can be taken part-time.

For more information or 
to apply, visit the Department of 
Nursing website and the Master 
of Science in Nursing Education 
website. North Georgia also has 
associate's and bachelor's degree 
programs in nursing. T(Dec15,F4)SH

Students received master’s degree in nursing education

Gatlins shine... continued from page 1A

City projects...continued from page 1A

CB&T...continued from page 1A

BOE achieves goal...continued from page 1A

Weather...continued from page 1A

By James Reese
Towns County Herald
tcherald@windstream.net

signature song, the one that
put them on the map, All The
Gold in California.

They also sang fan fa-
vorites Houston (Means
I’m One Day Closer to
You), Broken Lady and
America.

The Grammy Award-
winning brothers also sang
patriotic themes in honor of
the men and women serving
on foreign soil before shift-
ing into the holiday mode.

Larry Gatlin pulled

double duty by finishing off
the last verse of Merle
Haggard’s Working Man
Blues while lead singer
Steve Gatlin displayed his
buck dancing skills.

Larry Gatlin later
joined his brothers and the
band to celebrate the holi-
day season. The Gatlins per-
formed Christmas classics
such as The First Noel, Joy
to the World and What
Child is This. Larry Gatlin
also included a solo Christ-

mas classic of his own, No
Star Tonight in Bethlehem.

The Gatlins obliged their
audience with the final encore
performance of Who Are
These People?Americans,
That’s Who.

The performance con-
cluded the 2010 Anderson
Music Hall schedule.

In 2011, The Hall wel-
comes Bill Medley, Charlie
Daniels, Don Williams and
possibly Vince Gill among
others legendary talents.

your peers. The board has
worked very hard to achieve
this goal.”

Participation in the
GSBA Standards for Local
Boards of Education and the
Board of Distinction pro-
gram is voluntary. The stan-
dards program sets bench-
marks or organizational
structure and governance
objectives for local BOEs
that wish to participate in the

program.
In reaching the goal of

Board of Distinction, the
Towns County BOE was in
compliance with GSBA
standards, implemented a
GSBA Leadership Team
Self Assessment Checklist,
formalized the superinten-
dent evaluation incorporat-
ing district goals, established
a Web link to the local
district’s policy manual, es-

tablished a Web link to the
BOE’s list of district goals,
established a Web link to
monthly board meeting
agendas, established a plan
to integrate technology at the
governance level.

GSBA is a voluntary as-
sociation of Georgia’s 180 lo-
cal boards of education. It pro-
vides programs training and
services to assist BOEs in gov-
erning local school systems.

It was CB&T’s way
of being involved in the com-
munity, said CB&T’s City
Executive Juanita Shope.

“Basically, we just
want to give back to the
community,” Shope said.
“We also want the commu-
nity to know that we’re here
and a part of the community.
We definitely appreciate the
community’s support of us.

“We’ll be doing this
again in other restaurants,”
she said. “We sincerely
thank Hank and Mamasu’s
for letting us do this. It was
a great experience, we re-
ally enjoyed it and we look
forward to doing this again

in the future.”
It was a great event, a

lot of folks got to come out
and mingle with us; we got
to meet a lot of new people,”
Shope said. “Today was a
continuous celebration of
Community Bank & Trust in
the Towns County commu-
nity.”

Shope has been at
CB&T Hiawassee since
August. She has loved ev-
ery minute.

“I love Towns County,”
she said. “It’s a beautiful
area, the people are wonder-
ful, and the atmosphere is
welcoming. I love it here and
I think we’re going to do

some good things here.”
Shope said CB&T will

continue to be a part of and
supportive of the community
as it continues to rebound
from the economic hardships
that have faced the country.

“We’re going to be in-
volved in this community,”
she said. “Every where you
turn around, we’re going to
be involved.

“We’ll be working
with the school system, the
Chamber of Commerce, the
Commissioner’s Office, the
city council. We’re going to
be supportive of every thing
that goes on. We’re strong
and we’re here to stay.”

upgrading the water intake at
the water plant, implement-
ing a sidewalk improvement
project, and a pedestrian
crosswalk and turn lane.

Medium level projects
include the Mayor’s Park,
replacing pumps at the wa-
ter plant, the purchase of a
city police station and im-
provements to City Square
and Downtown develop-
ment.

City officials will meet
with Towns County Sole

Commissioner Bill Kendall
and officials from the city of
Young Harris to discuss po-
tential capital projects for
presentation to the public on
a SPLOST referendum.

The two cities must
negotiate with the county
regarding an intergovern-
mental agreement which
would determine the
amount of SPLOST funds
to be shared with the city
of Hiawassee and city of
Young Harris and establish

the priority capital projects
list for the referendum.

In other business, the
council voted that the Towns
County Joint Community As-
sessment and Participation
Program be submitted to the
Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission to begin the re-
gional and state review pro-
cess of the joint Service De-
livery plan.

A plan extension until
Jan. 1 was recently agreed
to by the city and the county.

steady approach to climb a
slick, icy hill. The moment
you take your foot off the
gas, you’re going in four dif-
ferent directions.”

It wasn’t any better on
Young Harris Mountain on
Sunday as more than a dozen
vehicles went ice skating as
they attempted to make the
steep mountain grade. The
icy road conditions kept
Towns County sheriff ’s
deputies out in the cold.

It was early monitor-
ing of road conditions that
led Dr. Behrens to cancel
classes for Monday on Sun-
day at 5:30 p.m. He made
the call for Tuesday classes
at 5 p.m. on Monday.

Dr. Behrens made his
decisions due to the unmerci-
ful weather conditions and hor-
rendous road circumstances
throughout the county.

“Every report we re-
ceived was bad news,” Dr.
Behrens said. “This is start-
ing to remind me of the
weather conditions we ex-

perienced in January and
that’s not good news either.”

During the second
week of January, snow
started on a Thursday, lead-
ing to early closing of classes
at midday. Classes also were
closed on Friday, the follow-
ing Monday and Tuesday. It
was Wednesday before
classes resumed at Towns
County Schools as ground
temperatures finally rose
above freezing allowing sec-
ondary roads to thaw.

“I’m not sure if we’re
going to make it to classes
this Wednesday,” Dr.
Behrens said.

The inclement weather
conditions on Sunday
prompted the usual mad
rush to the stores to stock
up on staples that included
sandwich bread and milk.

Ingles and Dill’s Food
City had their share of cus-
tomers as did Fred’s and
Dollar General Store in
Downtown Hiawassee.

Those who didn’t make

it Sunday, made it on Monday.
Alexis, Sierra and Lisa

Oakes of Hiawassee braved
the freezing temperatures to
shop at Dollar General
Store on Main Street. It
didn’t take long for the store
to sell out of milk and bread.

“We might be consid-
ered crazy for being out in this
weather,” Lisa Oakes said.
“But if you don’t know how
long this weather is going to
last, you got to have the ba-
sics to make it through.”

Kenny, Alisha and
Selena Silvers of Hiawas-
see also braved the elements
to get some needed supplies
before dark.

“I’d rather be out here
in the daytime than at
night,” Kenny Silvers said.

At press time, the un-
invited winter conditions
persisted throughout the re-
gion. A decision on whether
classes at Towns County
School would be in session
on Wednesday was not
available at press time.

Young Harris goes solar power

The city of Young Harris
is going solar.

With funding provided
by a renewable energy grant by
Georgia Environmental Finance
Authority, the city is installing
solar panels on six sites, includ-
ing City Hall. These installa-
tions will provide a yearly cost
savings equivalent to roughly
the amount of power that City
Hall uses every two years.

The Renewable Energy
Project is part of a statewide ef-
fort to educate the public about
renewable energies, including
photovoltaics, or solar power. 
The purpose of the grant also
is to support local small
businesses, entering into the
renewable energies domain.  

The successful comple-
tion of the sites will be a direct
result of a combined effort be-
tween GEFA, the city of Young
Harris, Automation and Posi-
tioning LLC, Blue Ridge
Mountain EMC, and the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority
(TVA).

The renewable, earth

friendly source of energy will
supplement the city’s power
usage by generating power
from the sun and placing it in
the power grid.

City Hall and the City
Park Restrooms will be the ini-
tial projects completed. Other
sites include McEachern
Street well pumps, Swanson
Street well pumps, Main Street

Anderson-Paris project continues
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

The Anderson-Paris
Pioneer Park Committee
met last week at Daniels
Steakhouse to present Geor-
gia Mountain Fairgrounds
General Manager Hilda
Thomason with a check to-
wards the construction of
the park.

The group, which in-
cludes Thomason, Charles
Nicholson, Clay Dotson,
Marc Buttrill, Jane Holland,
Angel Long, Mickey
Shearouse, Jane Hindsman
and Brenda McKinney, has
met for the past three
months to organize the cel-
ebration of community icons
Dick Paris and Elois Ander-
son, Thomason said.

On Wednesday, the
group presented Thomason
with a significant check to
aid in the construction of the
Anderson-Paris Pioneer
Park at the Georgia Moun-
tain Fairgrounds.

“We met every two
weeks and we just assigned
different people to different
projects,” Thomason said. “It
was definitely a team effort.”

The committee is still
working as the full amount
needed to complete the
project hasn’t been raised.

“We’re going to need
about $12,000 total to com-
plete the Pioneer Park
project,” Thomason said.
“Money is still coming in, but
we haven’t reached our fi-
nal goal.”

Construction has
started on the project, most
significantly trail develop-
ment. Jeff Waldroup, who
has donated not only finan-
cially, but in materials, time
and labor, is overseeing that

part of the project; Matt
Turpin of Turpin’s Wrecker
Service has donated the ex-
cavation equipment.

“And Catherine
Hansen of The Plant Stand
has been absolutely wonder-
ful,” Thomason said. “She
did the park’s design and pre-
sented it at the celebration
at Anderson Music Hall.

“She’s down there
kind of overseeing the
project, she laid the trails
out,” Thomason said. “My
guys down at the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds have
come in and hauled all the
leaves out of there. We ac-
tually tore down one build-
ing that was rotting and
we’ve got to rebuild the
fence where the water
wheel is.

“Jeff (Waldroup) is
going to donate some rails
for that,” she said.

Also part of the con-
struction includes building a
stage,” Thomason said.

“Bud Parker, the
president of the Fair-
grounds, is overseeing that

project,” she said. “He’s get-
ting tips from Jim Wood on
building the stage.”

Thomason said that
there’s much work to do in
development of the plant life
at the park.

“We’re also going to
need some more money to
buy the picnic tables and
benches,” she said.

The group has $8,000
raised for the project,
Thomason said.

“We hope people will
continue to contribute until
we get the $12,000 needed
to finish the project.

“Ultimately, this is a
tribute to Dick Paris and
Elois Anderson,” she said.
“This is the community’s
way of honoring their lives.
This is the perfect way to
honor them. Dick is one of
the ones that helped get the
Fair started. Elois has been
a blessing for the Fair-
grounds over the years.”

Anderson-Paris Pio-
neer Park is projected to
open in July in time for the
61st Georgia Mountain Fair.

well pumps and the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant.

The project  wil l  be
completed by March, accord-
ing to the city’s Solar Web
site.

Upon completion, the
money saved by the project will
reduce the city’s power costs and
allow more money to be used for
public services.

A solar energy project is underway at City Hall. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

Hilda Thomason accepts a check on behalf of the Anderson-
Paris Pioneer Park Project at Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds.

If the weekend was an indication, it could be a very white winter. Photos by Charles Duncan


