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the amount of power that City
Hall uses every two years.
The Renewable Energy
Project is part of a statewide effort to educate the public about
renewable energies, including
photovoltaics, or solar power.
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Anderson-Paris project continues

ebration of community icons
Dick Paris and Elois Anderson, Thomason said.
On Wednesday, the
group presented Thomason
with a significant check to
aid in the construction of the
Anderson-Paris Pioneer
Park at the Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds.
“We met every two
weeks and we just assigned
different people to different
projects,” Thomason said. “It
was definitely a team effort.”
The committee is still
working as the full amount
needed to complete the
project hasn’t been raised.
“We’re going to need
about $12,000 total to complete the Pioneer Park
project,” Thomason said.
“Money is still coming in, but
we haven’t reached our final goal.”
Construction has
started on the project, most
significantly trail development. Jeff Waldroup, who
has donated not only financially, but in materials, time
and labor, is overseeing that

part of the project; Matt
Turpin of Turpin’s Wrecker
Service has donated the excavation equipment.
“And
Catherine
Hansen of The Plant Stand
has been absolutely wonderful,” Thomason said. “She
did the park’s design and presented it at the celebration
at Anderson Music Hall.
“She’s down there
kind of overseeing the
project, she laid the trails
out,” Thomason said. “My
guys down at the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds have
come in and hauled all the
leaves out of there. We actually tore down one building that was rotting and
we’ve got to rebuild the
fence where the water
wheel is.
“Jeff (Waldroup) is
going to donate some rails
for that,” she said.
Also part of the construction includes building a
stage,” Thomason said.
“Bud Parker, the
president of the Fairgrounds, is overseeing that

BOE achieves goal

your peers. The board has
worked very hard to achieve
this goal.”
Participation in the
GSBA Standards for Local
Boards of Education and the
Board of Distinction program is voluntary. The standards program sets benchmarks or organizational
structure and governance
objectives for local BOEs
that wish to participate in the

project,” she said. “He’s getting tips from Jim Wood on
building the stage.”
Thomason said that
there’s much work to do in
development of the plant life
at the park.
“We’re also going to
need some more money to
buy the picnic tables and
benches,” she said.
The group has $8,000
raised for the project,
Thomason said.
“We hope people will
continue to contribute until
we get the $12,000 needed
to finish the project.
“Ultimately, this is a
tribute to Dick Paris and
Elois Anderson,” she said.
“This is the community’s
way of honoring their lives.
This is the perfect way to
honor them. Dick is one of
the ones that helped get the
Fair started. Elois has been
a blessing for the Fairgrounds over the years.”
Anderson-Paris Pioneer Park is projected to
open in July in time for the
61st Georgia Mountain Fair.

...continued from page 1A

program.
In reaching the goal of
Board of Distinction, the
Towns County BOE was in
compliance with GSBA
standards, implemented a
GSBA Leadership Team
Self Assessment Checklist,
formalized the superintendent evaluation incorporating district goals, established
a Web link to the local
district’s policy manual, es-

City projects

tablished a Web link to the
BOE’s list of district goals,
established a Web link to
monthly board meeting
agendas, established a plan
to integrate technology at the
governance level.
GSBA is a voluntary association of Georgia’s 180 local boards of education. It provides programs training and
services to assist BOEs in governing local school systems.
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upgrading the water intake at
the water plant, implementing a sidewalk improvement
project, and a pedestrian
crosswalk and turn lane.
Medium level projects
include the Mayor’s Park,
replacing pumps at the water plant, the purchase of a
city police station and improvements to City Square
and Downtown development.
City officials will meet
with Towns County Sole

Commissioner Bill Kendall
and officials from the city of
Young Harris to discuss potential capital projects for
presentation to the public on
a SPLOST referendum.
The two cities must
negotiate with the county
regarding an intergovernmental agreement which
would determine the
amount of SPLOST funds
to be shared with the city
of Hiawassee and city of
Young Harris and establish

the priority capital projects
list for the referendum.
In other business, the
council voted that the Towns
County Joint Community Assessment and Participation
Program be submitted to the
Georgia Mountains Regional
Commission to begin the regional and state review process of the joint Service Delivery plan.
A plan extension until
Jan. 1 was recently agreed
to by the city and the county.
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Larry
Gatlin
pulled

Haggard’s Working Man
Blues while lead singer
Steve Gatlin displayed his
buck dancing skills.
Larry Gatlin later
joined his brothers and the
band to celebrate the holiday season. The Gatlins performed Christmas classics
such as The First Noel, Joy
to the World and What
Child is This. Larry Gatlin
also included a solo Christ-

The Gatlins obliged their
audience with the final encore
performance of Who Are
These People?Americans,
That’s Who.
The performance concluded the 2010 Anderson
Music Hall schedule.
In 2011, The Hall welcomes Bill Medley, Charlie
Daniels, Don Williams and
possibly Vince Gill among
others legendary talents.

this goal.”
Participation in the
GSBA Standards for Local
Boards of Education and the
Board of Distinction program is voluntary. The standards program sets benchmarks or organizational
structure and governance
objectives for local BOEs
that wish to participate in the

Board of Distinction, the
Towns County BOE was in
compliance with GSBA
standards, implemented a
GSBA Leadership Team
Self Assessment Checklist,
formalized the superintendent evaluation incorporating district goals, established
a Web link to the local
district’s policy manual, es-

established a Web link to
monthly board meeting
agendas, established a plan
to integrate technology at the
governance level.
GSBA is a voluntary association of Georgia’s 180 local boards of education. It provides programs training and
services to assist BOEs in governing local school systems.

