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Thanks to Judy Bundy, 
Shirley and Dick Fleisher, 
Maddie Botting and Mary Ann 
Nutter for hosting the deli-
cious luncheon at the Hiawas-
see Garden Club November 
18, 2010 meeting. The mag-
nificent purple Ballaria orchid 
centerpiece is one of Shirley’s 
specimens.

Our guest speaker today 
was Joseph C. Garner, Super-
intendent of the University of 
Georgia College of Agricultur-
al and Environmental Sciences 
and Georgia Mountain Re-
search and Education Center 
located in Blairsville. Many 
of us check their weather sta-
tion daily for the most accurate 
readings in the area.

Mr. Garner did a very in-
teresting presentation of infor-
mation about ongoing research 
and education projects, as well as 
highlighting monthly adult edu-
cation programs presented by the 

Community Council of GMRE 
Center. The mission statement 
of the center is “to seek, verify 
and apply knowledge to enhance 
agriculture, the environment and 
communities”. 

Some of you knew the 
center as “The Blairsville Ex-
periment Station,” which was 
formed in 1930. With the as-
sistance of the TVA during the 
depression, fertilization tech-
niques were introduced to in-
crease production of produce 
to feed people.

The research programs 
include apple rootstock study, 
sentinel plots to teach dis-
ease, organic green bean plot, 
endangered hemlock, honey 
bees, American chestnut proj-
ect, turf grass experiment, and 
corn gluten to feed livestock. 

The Community Coun-
cil offers a variety of classes 
and field trips to children on 
site or in classrooms. Subjects 

Hiawassee Garden Club learns about GMREC

November hosts: Shirley Fleisher, Mary Ann Nutter, Dick Fleisher, 
and Maddie Botting.

covered are birds, water, trees, 
environment, and fish. The 
Preservation Committee spon-
sors seminars on herb garden-
ing, plant rescue, nature botani-
cal sanctuary with Interpretive 
Center to identify and evaluate. 
The seminars are monthly, ex-
cluding December and April, 
and are free of charge. 

We will not have a meet-
ing in December, but will have 
a Christmas pot luck dinner on 
the 16th at 6 p.m. If you would 
like to join us, you are wel-
come at the England-Hiawas-
see Garden Club Center, 34 
River Street. Our next meet-
ing will be January 27th at 
12:45 p.m. with a speaker on 
Appalachian Native Botanical 
Sanctuary.
Submitted by Kathleen Hancock

T(Dec1,F3)SH

Speaker for the November meeting 
was Joe Garner, GMRE Center.

Republican Party faith-
ful officially concluded a 
strong year of service to 
Towns County at their final 
meeting of 2010.  Republican 
officials, Clerk of Court Cecil 
Dye, Sheriff Chris Clinton and 
Judge David Rogers, all gave 
reports on their successes for 
the year.

Dye, citing the extreme 
economic condition of the 
county, said that never-the-less 
his department took in more 
money than they spent.  Ex-
cess money generated by his 
department has been a long-
time source of income for 
schools and county govern-
ment.  Dye, in reporting that 
the 2011 budget has been re-
duced by $50,000, was quick 
to report that he has success-
fully balanced the budget for 
the past 26 years.  

Dye concluded by re-
porting that deeds and plats 
can be accessed on the internet 
dating back to 1900.  “We are 
constantly looking for ways to 
make things easier for the citi-
zens of Town’s County”, Dye 
said, “We are your servants”.

Judge Rogers cited 
many statistics in explaining 
the responsibilities of his de-
partment.  Basically, 2010 was 
not very different from 2009 in 
the number of cases handled.

Sheriff Clinton, said his 
job is divided into three areas, 
courts, corrections and law en-
forcement.  His report concen-
trated on the corrections as-
pect, saying that in two years 
they haven’t had a single inci-
dent of inmate violence at the 
jail.  In fact, the jail is now run 
so well that parents of inmates 
have been known to call the 
Sheriff to express their appre-
ciation of how safe their child 
felt.  Clinton reported that the 
jail has become a model for 
the state and other counties 
have sent personnel to Towns 
County to see how it is done 
and to receive training.  

Clinton echoed Dye’s 
desire to be a servant to the 
people of Towns County.  
“We’re looking for ways to 

Towns County GOP ends year strongly

Membership Chairman Sam Fullerton (left) and GOP Chairman 
Darrell Barrett,  presenting tee shirt to Katie Norris, Chairman of the 
Young Harris College Young Republicans. 

serve you better”, he said.
In other business, Joan 

Crothers was named chairman 
of the County Beautification 
Committee;  Chuck Luca an-
nounced January 29 as the 
date of the Youth Leadership 
Speech Contest;  tee shirts 

were presented to Katie Norris, 
Chairman of the Young Harris 
College Young Republicans, 
for all members of the club; 
and Chairman Darrel Barrett 
stated the Towns County Re-
publican Convention will be 
held on March 15. T(Dec1,G2)SH

The Towns County Food 
Pantry was able to distribute 
589 turkeys and Thanksgiving 
food boxes for Thanksgiving  
this past week. All of those 
that received those boxes were 
truly thankful. The pantry was 
blessed to have the volunteers 
and food to be able to make 
this Thanksgiving a time of 
thankfulness rather than a time 
of sadness for so many of our 
neighbors. We are very fortu-
nate to live in such a loving 
and giving community, but I 
am once again going to ask you 
to consider consider making a 
donation to the Towns County 
Food Pantry. A $20 donation 
will purchase 100 pounds 
of food. Where else can you 
make $20 mean so much to so 
many. This holiday season I 
hope you will make donations 
to the pantry in lieu of gifts. I 
am sure your loved ones would 
have their hearts warmed to re-
ceive a card letting them know 
that because of them, a family 
that might otherwise go hun-
gry will have food this holiday. 
To make a donation or get in 
honor cards, make checks to: 
Towns County Food Pantry, 
PO Box 42, Hiawassee, GA 
30546. For more information 
call 706-896-4783. May God 
bless you. T(Dec1,F3)SH 

Thanksgiving
at the Food Pantry

Come on down to Main 
St. in Hiawassee and join 
us Saturday, December 11, 
2010, and the Freedom Band. 
We're asking everybody to 
bring a covered dish, if you 
wish. We're going to have a 
meal and a pounding! Bring a 
canned food and a toy. We're 
going to give the food and toys 
to a needy family. We may 
even get enough to where we 
can help several people, and 
that's what we are trying to do. 
T(Dec1,F1)SH

Pickin’
in the Holler

We are proud to an-
nounce that the SAFE Thrift 
Store has reopened in Blairs-
ville!  Our new store is con-
veniently located in Victoria’s 
Center, 3196 Hwy. 515E, next 
to the theater and bowling al-
ley.  We’ve been working hard 
in moving and setting up our 
new location, and would like 
to invite everyone to stop by 
and see what we have to offer.  
We have new clothing, gently 
used clothing, and a large se-
lection of Christmas decora-
tive items.  The store is now 
able to accept donations again, 
so please keep the SAFE Thrift 
Store in mind when you have 
clothes or other items to give 
away.  We especially need fur-
niture donations to fill up our 
new furniture room.  Please 
call 706-781-3451 if you have 
any questions.

S.A.F.E. (Support in 

Abusive Family Emergencies, 
Inc.) operates two facilities, 
our 15-bed domestic violence 
shelter and office as well as 
the Enotah Child Advocacy 
& Family Visitation Cen-
ter.  All of the profit from our 
stores (the SAFE Thrift Store 
in Blairsville and the SAFE 
Again Thrift Store in Young 
Harris, 706-896-1700 is re-
turned directly to our operating 
budget to fund these facilities 
and all of our services to the 
community.  We also provide 
your donated clothing, furni-
ture, and household items at 
no cost to clients accessing our 
services who are in need.  Help 
us continue our work by sup-
porting our thrift stores, and re-
member that all your donations 
are tax deductible.  Both stores 
can receive donations every day 
except Sunday from 10 to 4:30 
(stores close at 5). NT(Dec1,A1)SH

S.A.F.E. Thrift Store reopens3rd graders build Gingerbread Village

The 3rd Grade class at 
Towns County Elementary 
School carried on a tradition 
of being invited by Brass-
town Valley Resort to deco-

rate Gingerbread Houses as 
part of its Christmas Deco-
rations. You can see them on 
display through the Christ-
mas season at the resort. 
T(Dec1,H1)SH
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wide assessments and other
academic indicators. Ac-
countability is key to No
Child Left Behind as the
state, each local school dis-
trict, and each individual
school is held accountable
for the academic success of
students.

Federal law mandates
that each state set high aca-
demic standards and imple-
ments an extensive student-
testing program that is aligned
with standards and measures
students’ achievement.

AYP requires schools
to meet standards in three
areas: 95 percent Test Par-
ticipation (for both Math-
ematics and Reading/En-
glish Language Arts), Aca-
demic Performance (for

both Mathematics and
Reading/English Language
Arts), and a Second Indica-
tor of attendance or gradu-
ation rate.

The school system
scored high marks for
CRCT Mathematics and
reading/English Language
Arts. The school system
achieved a 99.8 percent par-
ticipation rate during the test
window, state Department
of Education records show.

Also, in the Academic
Performance for both Math-
ematics and Reading/En-
glish Language Arts, 87.1
percent of students met or
exceeded the State’s Annual
Measurable Objective
(AMO).

For the Second Indica-

tor, the school’s graduation
rate was 96.7 percent.

The school system’s
students, parents, faculty
and community have worked
together to ensure the suc-
cess of Towns County El-
ementary, Towns County
Middle and Towns County
High schools.

For additional informa-
tion about AYP, 2010 Geor-
gia reports for Adequate
Yearly Progress can be
found at the Georgia De-
partment of Education Web
site. If you need additional
information about Towns
County Schools and Ad-
equate Yearly Progress,
please contact the Towns
County Board of Education
at (706) 896-2279..

Hightower Creek Clydes-
dales and the Georgia Moun-
tain Fair, along with other
local organizations and busi-
nesses lined the streets,
lighting up the evening with
their carefully arranged
Christmas lights. Most float
riders tossed out candy to the
children along the streets,
watching the festivities in
awe.

Heading up the rear of
the parade was the jolly old
elf himself, Santa Claus. The
children watching the pa-
rade screamed and waved
as he passed. Santa’s pres-
ence marked the end of the
Thanksgiving holiday and
the beginning of the Christ-
mas season.

Prior to the parade,
Sheriff Clinton and his depu-
ties collected toys from parade
entrants, as they continue to
try to bridge the gap between
those local children who have,
and those who don’t.

Part of the benefit of
the parade is what entrants
brought to the event. Parade
participants brought new,
unwrapped toys for the An-
nual Empty Stocking Fund
toy drive. The Sheriff ’s
Empty Stocking Fund is de-

signed to assist underprivi-
leged and needy children in
the Towns County commu-
nity.

“We are in dire need
of help this year providing
toys for the children,” Sher-
iff Clinton said.

The fund benefits chil-
dren from newborn to 12
years old. The true benefits
are putting a smile on a
child’s face at Christmas
that might otherwise go
without. The sheriff and his
helpers picked up a trunk
full of toys from parade par-
ticipants, a big help for those
in need this holiday season.

“We’re getting a lot of
calls about donations,” Sher-
iff Clinton said. “We’re get-
ting some checks in and
we’re proud to get each and
every one.”

The Sheriff’s Office
also is sponsoring an Adopt-
A-Child program, another
community effort to bring
Christmas Day smiles to less
fortunate children.

The Empty Stocking
Fund and Adopt-A-Child
campaigns attempt to help
at least the same number of
children as in years past by
taking the edge off of an

otherwise dismal holiday
season.

Sheriff Clinton under-
stands that times are hard
and that economically, busi-
nesses and residents have
struggled to stay above wa-
ter, in terms of fiscal matters.

He also understands
that rough economic waters
also make for tough times for
small children who don’t
quite understand that the
economy isn’t doing too well.

“We hope the giving
spirit of the people of Towns
County will be able to help
and assist us as we continue
in this endeavor,” Sheriff
Clinton said.

Michael Wooten, 42,
of Blairsville, wouldn’t have
missed the parade for any-
thing in the world. He
brought his 6-year-old
daughter Micana with him to
witness the parade.

“She’s never seen any-
thing like this before so she’s
real excited,” he said. “She’s
anxious to see Santa Claus.”

In short, the event was
a hit with both children and
adults, kicking off the Christ-
mas season with a myriad of
floats and candy, along with
a bit of Christmas cheer.

From the children of McConnell Baptist Church to Miss Georgia Mountain Fair to the Towns
County Lions Club to Michael and Micana Wooten, a good time was had by all at Sheriff Chris
Clinton’s Annual Christmas Parade in Hiawassee. Photos by Lowell Nicholson and James Reese

County each spring to resup-
ply, stay in hotels and rest
up from their hike before
continuing their jaunt. Be-
tween 25 and 30 miles of the
Trail is in Towns County.

The Appalachian Trail
Conservancy, the national
organization that oversees
the maintenance of the Trail
in 14 states, is starting a pro-
gram where they identify
trail-friendly communities,
Carnes said.

“They’re identifying
communities that welcome
hikers, that have supplies,
communities that will shuttle
hikers and do other things to
make the hikers feel wel-
come in their temporary
communities,” Carnes said.
“Right now, a committee is
working to achieve that sta-
tus in Hiawassee and Towns
County.”

The committee, made
up of 16 area leaders, met
recently at Hiawassee City
Hall. The discussion in-
cluded talks of partnering
together to develop a city/
county map to aid hikers in
their quest for supplies, food,
inexpensive or free transpor-
tation from the Trail to
Hiawassee and or Young
Harris.

The talks also included
discussion about the develop-
ment of hiker-friendly signage,
Web site development and pro-
viding informational articles in
the local newspaper.

“Dahlonega has already
done this,” Carnes said.
“Blairsville has already done
this, so we are attempting to
do this as well.”

Carnes said that the
hope is to encourage local
businesses to give hikers
“Trail” discounts or possibly
just put up signs that welcome
hikers to the community.

“If hikers need other
supplies that we don’t have
here, we’ll find a way to get
those,” he said. “For instance
we don’t have canisters,
freeze-dried foods or other
supplies that hikers need. We
need to make hikers feel
welcome and let them know
this is a community that is a
Trail-Friendly town.”

Those present at the
meeting expressed a defi-
nite interest in partnering
together in developing a city/
county map for hikers to find
supplies and food; inexpen-
sive or free transportation
from the AT to Hiawassee
and or Young Harris; do trail
maintenance; a logo,
signage, and Web site devel-
opment in addition to putting
informational articles in the
local newspaper.

Already in place lo-
cally is an educational Out-
reach Program within
Towns County Schools,
where students, under
school supervision, go out to
the AT with Appalachian
Trail Conservancy volun-

teers to experience the trail
firsthand.

Carnes said that not
many people know it, but the
Hiawassee Inn has a shuttle
service already in place to
aid hikers who need a ride
from the Trail into town.

“They go out pick up
the hikers for free and the
hikers stay at their lodge,”
Carnes said. “When they
get out in town and do all
their business, Hiawassee
Inn takes them back to the
trail for free.”

Under the community
proposal, Outreach educa-
tion would continue, and the
libraries in both Hiawassee
and Young Harris also would
continue to work with hik-
ers providing computer time
and other resources as
needed.

“This can be truly ex-
citing for our community,”
Carnes said. “In March and
April when things are slow
and boring for businesses,
here is a way to get an eco-
nomic impact during a time
of the year when we need
an economic impact.

“There’s no doubt that
once this is done, it will have
a significant local impact on
the local economy,” Carnes
said.

“Our library is already
named a Trail Friendly Li-
brary. It’s time to let hikers
know they can come here
and get lots of help.”
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wide assessments and other
academic indicators. Ac-
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ments an extensive student-
testing program that is aligned
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AYP requires schools
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ematics and Reading/En-
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demic Performance (for

both Mathematics and
Reading/English Language
Arts), and a Second Indica-
tor of attendance or gradu-
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The school system
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achieved a 99.8 percent par-
ticipation rate during the test
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Performance for both Math-
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For the Second Indica-

tor, the school’s graduation
rate was 96.7 percent.

The school system’s
students, parents, faculty
and community have worked
together to ensure the suc-
cess of Towns County El-
ementary, Towns County
Middle and Towns County
High schools.

For additional informa-
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gia reports for Adequate
Yearly Progress can be
found at the Georgia De-
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site. If you need additional
information about Towns
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mas season.
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toys for the children,” Sher-
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are putting a smile on a
child’s face at Christmas
that might otherwise go
without. The sheriff and his
helpers picked up a trunk
full of toys from parade par-
ticipants, a big help for those
in need this holiday season.

“We’re getting a lot of
calls about donations,” Sher-
iff Clinton said. “We’re get-
ting some checks in and
we’re proud to get each and
every one.”

The Sheriff’s Office
also is sponsoring an Adopt-
A-Child program, another
community effort to bring
Christmas Day smiles to less
fortunate children.

The Empty Stocking
Fund and Adopt-A-Child
campaigns attempt to help
at least the same number of
children as in years past by
taking the edge off of an

otherwise dismal holiday
season.

Sheriff Clinton under-
stands that times are hard
and that economically, busi-
nesses and residents have
struggled to stay above wa-
ter, in terms of fiscal matters.

He also understands
that rough economic waters
also make for tough times for
small children who don’t
quite understand that the
economy isn’t doing too well.

“We hope the giving
spirit of the people of Towns
County will be able to help
and assist us as we continue
in this endeavor,” Sheriff
Clinton said.

Michael Wooten, 42,
of Blairsville, wouldn’t have
missed the parade for any-
thing in the world. He
brought his 6-year-old
daughter Micana with him to
witness the parade.

“She’s never seen any-
thing like this before so she’s
real excited,” he said. “She’s
anxious to see Santa Claus.”

In short, the event was
a hit with both children and
adults, kicking off the Christ-
mas season with a myriad of
floats and candy, along with
a bit of Christmas cheer.
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County each spring to resup-
ply, stay in hotels and rest
up from their hike before
continuing their jaunt. Be-
tween 25 and 30 miles of the
Trail is in Towns County.

The Appalachian Trail
Conservancy, the national
organization that oversees
the maintenance of the Trail
in 14 states, is starting a pro-
gram where they identify
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make the hikers feel wel-
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here, we’ll find a way to get
those,” he said. “For instance
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opment in addition to putting
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teers to experience the trail
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Carnes said that not
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Hiawassee Inn has a shuttle
service already in place to
aid hikers who need a ride
from the Trail into town.

“They go out pick up
the hikers for free and the
hikers stay at their lodge,”
Carnes said. “When they
get out in town and do all
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Inn takes them back to the
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ers providing computer time
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citing for our community,”
Carnes said. “In March and
April when things are slow
and boring for businesses,
here is a way to get an eco-
nomic impact during a time
of the year when we need
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“There’s no doubt that
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Also, in the Academic
Performance for both Math-
ematics and Reading/En-
glish Language Arts, 87.1
percent of students met or
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rade screamed and waved
as he passed. Santa’s pres-
ence marked the end of the
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the beginning of the Christ-
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try to bridge the gap between
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and those who don’t.
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the parade is what entrants
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are putting a smile on a
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that might otherwise go
without. The sheriff and his
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ticipants, a big help for those
in need this holiday season.

“We’re getting a lot of
calls about donations,” Sher-
iff Clinton said. “We’re get-
ting some checks in and
we’re proud to get each and
every one.”

The Sheriff’s Office
also is sponsoring an Adopt-
A-Child program, another
community effort to bring
Christmas Day smiles to less
fortunate children.

The Empty Stocking
Fund and Adopt-A-Child
campaigns attempt to help
at least the same number of
children as in years past by
taking the edge off of an

otherwise dismal holiday
season.

Sheriff Clinton under-
stands that times are hard
and that economically, busi-
nesses and residents have
struggled to stay above wa-
ter, in terms of fiscal matters.

He also understands
that rough economic waters
also make for tough times for
small children who don’t
quite understand that the
economy isn’t doing too well.

“We hope the giving
spirit of the people of Towns
County will be able to help
and assist us as we continue
in this endeavor,” Sheriff
Clinton said.

Michael Wooten, 42,
of Blairsville, wouldn’t have
missed the parade for any-
thing in the world. He
brought his 6-year-old
daughter Micana with him to
witness the parade.

“She’s never seen any-
thing like this before so she’s
real excited,” he said. “She’s
anxious to see Santa Claus.”

In short, the event was
a hit with both children and
adults, kicking off the Christ-
mas season with a myriad of
floats and candy, along with
a bit of Christmas cheer.

From the children of McConnell Baptist Church to Miss Georgia Mountain Fair to the Towns
County Lions Club to Michael and Micana Wooten, a good time was had by all at Sheriff Chris
Clinton’s Annual Christmas Parade in Hiawassee. Photos by Lowell Nicholson and James Reese

County each spring to resup-
ply, stay in hotels and rest
up from their hike before
continuing their jaunt. Be-
tween 25 and 30 miles of the
Trail is in Towns County.

The Appalachian Trail
Conservancy, the national
organization that oversees
the maintenance of the Trail
in 14 states, is starting a pro-
gram where they identify
trail-friendly communities,
Carnes said.

“They’re identifying
communities that welcome
hikers, that have supplies,
communities that will shuttle
hikers and do other things to
make the hikers feel wel-
come in their temporary
communities,” Carnes said.
“Right now, a committee is
working to achieve that sta-
tus in Hiawassee and Towns
County.”

The committee, made
up of 16 area leaders, met
recently at Hiawassee City
Hall. The discussion in-
cluded talks of partnering
together to develop a city/
county map to aid hikers in
their quest for supplies, food,
inexpensive or free transpor-
tation from the Trail to
Hiawassee and or Young
Harris.

The talks also included
discussion about the develop-
ment of hiker-friendly signage,
Web site development and pro-
viding informational articles in
the local newspaper.

“Dahlonega has already
done this,” Carnes said.
“Blairsville has already done
this, so we are attempting to
do this as well.”

Carnes said that the
hope is to encourage local
businesses to give hikers
“Trail” discounts or possibly
just put up signs that welcome
hikers to the community.

“If hikers need other
supplies that we don’t have
here, we’ll find a way to get
those,” he said. “For instance
we don’t have canisters,
freeze-dried foods or other
supplies that hikers need. We
need to make hikers feel
welcome and let them know
this is a community that is a
Trail-Friendly town.”

Those present at the
meeting expressed a defi-
nite interest in partnering
together in developing a city/
county map for hikers to find
supplies and food; inexpen-
sive or free transportation
from the AT to Hiawassee
and or Young Harris; do trail
maintenance; a logo,
signage, and Web site devel-
opment in addition to putting
informational articles in the
local newspaper.

Already in place lo-
cally is an educational Out-
reach Program within
Towns County Schools,
where students, under
school supervision, go out to
the AT with Appalachian
Trail Conservancy volun-

teers to experience the trail
firsthand.

Carnes said that not
many people know it, but the
Hiawassee Inn has a shuttle
service already in place to
aid hikers who need a ride
from the Trail into town.

“They go out pick up
the hikers for free and the
hikers stay at their lodge,”
Carnes said. “When they
get out in town and do all
their business, Hiawassee
Inn takes them back to the
trail for free.”

Under the community
proposal, Outreach educa-
tion would continue, and the
libraries in both Hiawassee
and Young Harris also would
continue to work with hik-
ers providing computer time
and other resources as
needed.

“This can be truly ex-
citing for our community,”
Carnes said. “In March and
April when things are slow
and boring for businesses,
here is a way to get an eco-
nomic impact during a time
of the year when we need
an economic impact.

“There’s no doubt that
once this is done, it will have
a significant local impact on
the local economy,” Carnes
said.

“Our library is already
named a Trail Friendly Li-
brary. It’s time to let hikers
know they can come here
and get lots of help.”

AYP success continues...from page 1A Parade...continued from page 1A

AT quest attainable...continued from page 1A

wide assessments and other
academic indicators. Ac-
countability is key to No
Child Left Behind as the
state, each local school dis-
trict, and each individual
school is held accountable
for the academic success of
students.

Federal law mandates
that each state set high aca-
demic standards and imple-
ments an extensive student-
testing program that is aligned
with standards and measures
students’ achievement.

AYP requires schools
to meet standards in three
areas: 95 percent Test Par-
ticipation (for both Math-
ematics and Reading/En-
glish Language Arts), Aca-
demic Performance (for

both Mathematics and
Reading/English Language
Arts), and a Second Indica-
tor of attendance or gradu-
ation rate.

The school system
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CRCT Mathematics and
reading/English Language
Arts. The school system
achieved a 99.8 percent par-
ticipation rate during the test
window, state Department
of Education records show.

Also, in the Academic
Performance for both Math-
ematics and Reading/En-
glish Language Arts, 87.1
percent of students met or
exceeded the State’s Annual
Measurable Objective
(AMO).

For the Second Indica-

tor, the school’s graduation
rate was 96.7 percent.

The school system’s
students, parents, faculty
and community have worked
together to ensure the suc-
cess of Towns County El-
ementary, Towns County
Middle and Towns County
High schools.

For additional informa-
tion about AYP, 2010 Geor-
gia reports for Adequate
Yearly Progress can be
found at the Georgia De-
partment of Education Web
site. If you need additional
information about Towns
County Schools and Ad-
equate Yearly Progress,
please contact the Towns
County Board of Education
at (706) 896-2279..
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lighting up the evening with
their carefully arranged
Christmas lights. Most float
riders tossed out candy to the
children along the streets,
watching the festivities in
awe.

Heading up the rear of
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are putting a smile on a
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that might otherwise go
without. The sheriff and his
helpers picked up a trunk
full of toys from parade par-
ticipants, a big help for those
in need this holiday season.

“We’re getting a lot of
calls about donations,” Sher-
iff Clinton said. “We’re get-
ting some checks in and
we’re proud to get each and
every one.”

The Sheriff’s Office
also is sponsoring an Adopt-
A-Child program, another
community effort to bring
Christmas Day smiles to less
fortunate children.

The Empty Stocking
Fund and Adopt-A-Child
campaigns attempt to help
at least the same number of
children as in years past by
taking the edge off of an

otherwise dismal holiday
season.

Sheriff Clinton under-
stands that times are hard
and that economically, busi-
nesses and residents have
struggled to stay above wa-
ter, in terms of fiscal matters.

He also understands
that rough economic waters
also make for tough times for
small children who don’t
quite understand that the
economy isn’t doing too well.

“We hope the giving
spirit of the people of Towns
County will be able to help
and assist us as we continue
in this endeavor,” Sheriff
Clinton said.

Michael Wooten, 42,
of Blairsville, wouldn’t have
missed the parade for any-
thing in the world. He
brought his 6-year-old
daughter Micana with him to
witness the parade.

“She’s never seen any-
thing like this before so she’s
real excited,” he said. “She’s
anxious to see Santa Claus.”

In short, the event was
a hit with both children and
adults, kicking off the Christ-
mas season with a myriad of
floats and candy, along with
a bit of Christmas cheer.
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County each spring to resup-
ply, stay in hotels and rest
up from their hike before
continuing their jaunt. Be-
tween 25 and 30 miles of the
Trail is in Towns County.

The Appalachian Trail
Conservancy, the national
organization that oversees
the maintenance of the Trail
in 14 states, is starting a pro-
gram where they identify
trail-friendly communities,
Carnes said.

“They’re identifying
communities that welcome
hikers, that have supplies,
communities that will shuttle
hikers and do other things to
make the hikers feel wel-
come in their temporary
communities,” Carnes said.
“Right now, a committee is
working to achieve that sta-
tus in Hiawassee and Towns
County.”

The committee, made
up of 16 area leaders, met
recently at Hiawassee City
Hall. The discussion in-
cluded talks of partnering
together to develop a city/
county map to aid hikers in
their quest for supplies, food,
inexpensive or free transpor-
tation from the Trail to
Hiawassee and or Young
Harris.

The talks also included
discussion about the develop-
ment of hiker-friendly signage,
Web site development and pro-
viding informational articles in
the local newspaper.

“Dahlonega has already
done this,” Carnes said.
“Blairsville has already done
this, so we are attempting to
do this as well.”

Carnes said that the
hope is to encourage local
businesses to give hikers
“Trail” discounts or possibly
just put up signs that welcome
hikers to the community.

“If hikers need other
supplies that we don’t have
here, we’ll find a way to get
those,” he said. “For instance
we don’t have canisters,
freeze-dried foods or other
supplies that hikers need. We
need to make hikers feel
welcome and let them know
this is a community that is a
Trail-Friendly town.”

Those present at the
meeting expressed a defi-
nite interest in partnering
together in developing a city/
county map for hikers to find
supplies and food; inexpen-
sive or free transportation
from the AT to Hiawassee
and or Young Harris; do trail
maintenance; a logo,
signage, and Web site devel-
opment in addition to putting
informational articles in the
local newspaper.

Already in place lo-
cally is an educational Out-
reach Program within
Towns County Schools,
where students, under
school supervision, go out to
the AT with Appalachian
Trail Conservancy volun-

teers to experience the trail
firsthand.

Carnes said that not
many people know it, but the
Hiawassee Inn has a shuttle
service already in place to
aid hikers who need a ride
from the Trail into town.

“They go out pick up
the hikers for free and the
hikers stay at their lodge,”
Carnes said. “When they
get out in town and do all
their business, Hiawassee
Inn takes them back to the
trail for free.”

Under the community
proposal, Outreach educa-
tion would continue, and the
libraries in both Hiawassee
and Young Harris also would
continue to work with hik-
ers providing computer time
and other resources as
needed.

“This can be truly ex-
citing for our community,”
Carnes said. “In March and
April when things are slow
and boring for businesses,
here is a way to get an eco-
nomic impact during a time
of the year when we need
an economic impact.

“There’s no doubt that
once this is done, it will have
a significant local impact on
the local economy,” Carnes
said.

“Our library is already
named a Trail Friendly Li-
brary. It’s time to let hikers
know they can come here
and get lots of help.”


