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Amendments can confuse voters at the voting booth

Proposed Amendment No. 2 asks “Shall the
Constitution of Georgia be
amended so as to impose an
annual $10 trauma charge on
certain passenger motor vehicles in this state for the purpose of funding trauma care?”
This proposed amendment would allow the collection of an additional $10 tag
fee which would not go into
the state treasury, rather, it
would be constitutionally directed to fund trauma hospitals around the state. The
term certain passenger
motor vehicle means the
car you drive every day,
AKA, your personal vehicle.
This proposal focuses
on the fact that there are no
Level 1 trauma centers in
South Georgia. The fee is
estimated to raise about $82
million dollars annually, which
would not be mixed in with
the other state treasury funds,
but be directed to a proposed
Trauma Commission.

The bottom line: if approved, this $10 tag tax
won’t ever go away. It is
what it is, another tax drain
on locals’ pocketbooks. Voters will have to make this
call. We expect most will
vote no.
Proposed Amendment No. 3 asks “Shall the
Constitution of Georgia be
amended so as to allow the
Georgia Department of
Transportation to enter into
multi-year construction
agreements without requiring appropriations in the current fiscal year for the total
amount of payments that
would be due under the entire agreement so as to reduce long-term construction
costs paid by the state?”
That’s a lot of longwinded verbiage. It really
doesn’t cost taxpayers any
extra unless GDOT over
extends itself in the long run.
However, GDOT’s financial
position isn’t that solid with-

out this proposed amendment. Chances are there will
be many situations when
GDOT is over extended,
like in the current economy.
The proposal does allow for the cancellation of
any multi-year contracts due
to insufficiency of funds.
With or without, GDOT already is faced with financial
hardships. What state
agency isn’t? It’s your call,
but if it helps, awarding
multi-year transportation
contracts is a fairly common
practice in many states although there are safeguards
normally built in that limit the
total of funded long-term
projects. The state needs
multi-year contracts to be
competitive. You decide.
Proposed Amendment No. 4 asks “Shall the
Georgia Constitution be
amended so as to provide
for guaranteed cost savings
for the state by authorizing
a state entity to enter into
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specifically zoned industrial.
What the heck, let’s
give them a yes.
The lone Statewide
Referendum Question
asks “Shall the Act be approved which grants an exemption from state ad valorem taxation for inventory of
a business?”
It’s a trick Freeport
question because this
past session the legislature approved two tax
cuts, one of which
phases out the quarter
mill the state gets from
local property taxes.
So business inventory and in fact, all property will be freed from the
state’s quarter mill tax by
2016. This one just speeds
up the process for businesses statewide. Word to
the wise, every little bit
helps businesses in a tough
market. Especially if it
means the creation of
more jobs statewide.

multi-year contracts which
obligate state funds for energy efficiency or conservation improvement projects?”
This proposal mirrors
Amendment No. 3 because
it allows the state to execute
multi-year contracts to improve energy efficiency and
conservation. The contracts
would be limited to 25 years.
Currently, the state is
prohibited from entering
into multi-year contracts
with vendors. In this case,
for equipment and other
amenities would be guaranteed through a contract
with vendors with the
lease payments to be
gained from increases in
energy efficiencies.
The state legislature
has already approved enacting legislation to allow
for multi-year contracts for
state agencies for very narrow purposes involving
generating energy savings
and with those savings

from energy costs being
the
means
of
payback. Vendors offering
these contracts must place
funds into escrow accounts and those funds
could be drafted if the
promised savings do not
materialize annually.
Again, the state
needs multi-year contracts to be competitive.
You decide.
Proposed Amendment No. 5 asks “Shall the
Constitution of Georgia be
amended so as to allow the
owners of real property located in industrial areas to
remove the property from
the industrial area?”
Actually, this proposal
applies only to Chatham and
Jeff Davis counties. It fixes
a 1950s era constitutional
amendment, and allows
property owners in these two
counties to remove their
property from an industrial
zoning designation in areas
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Over the last 12
months The Hall has played
host to such music legends
as Willie Nelson, Travis Tritt,
Atlanta Rhythm Section,
Bad Company, Marshall
Tucker Band, Sandi Patty,
Patty Loveless, Sara Evans,
Blake Shelton, Ray Stevens
and The Temptations.
Also on Oct. 8
through Oct. 16, the annual
Fall Festival welcomes music legends Crystal Gayle,
Marty Stuart, John Conlee,
Janie Fricke, T.G. Sheppard,
Connie Smith and Percy
Sledge.
Tickets for the Fall
Festival are $9 per person
and $2 for parking.

as the next state representative in House District 8.
Last but not least, things
have gotten easier for voters choosing a replacement
for outgoing Towns County
Board of Education member Bob Gibby, who has met
his term limits on the BOE.
Deana Ledford has
withdrawn from the Post 3
election, leaving Jerry Taylor uncontested in that race.
Incumbent BOE members
Michael Anderson and
Emily Phillips also are running unopposed for their respective seats.
Opportunities to cast
ballots are plentiful – Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. On Tuesdays,

ballots can be cast from 8:30
a.m. to 7 p.m. Towns
County voters also can cast
ballots on Saturday, from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The last
opportunity to vote on Saturday prior to the general
election is Oct.30, from 9
a.m. to noon. Early voting in
the race for Hiawassee City
Council Post 5 will be determined after qualifying has
ended, the candidates have
qualified and the ballots for
the election are printed. This
week’s Towns County Herald features a Sample Election Ballot in addition to a
break down of the constitutional amendments and the
statewide referendum on
Freeport exemptions for
businesses.

One charged in burglary

broken a window and climbed
into the business. After discovering the break-in, the owner
called 911, and Towns County
Sheriff’s Deputies were called
to the scene.

from the scene, Sheriff’s Investigators obtained a warrant for the arrest of Crista
Cook, age 40, who had been
living close to the store,
Towns County Sheriff’s re-
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