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Willow tree named state’s largest...continued from page 1
War erupted during its first
decade of existence in 1861.
The tree was around during
the struggles of the Great
Depression in the 1930s and
once again has stood the test
of time as another historic
economic malaise has set in
across the nation.
It has outlived scores
of inhabitants of the home
that rests beside it.
“I don’t know how
many hundreds of people

have lived in that house over
the years, but I’d say it’s had
its share,” Barrett said.
“People still call and ask
about the house and they always ask if the willow tree
is still there.
“I’m sure there have
been a lot of kids that have
played in that tree,” he said.
In recent years, its biggest threat was the threeyear drought that ended last
year as the rains returned to

Northeast Georgia.
“Just think about how
many perils that tree has
faced over the years,”
Harkins said. “Ice storms,
wind storms, folks that have
thought about cutting it
down. It’s amazing to still
see it standing today.”
Truman Barrett said his
daughter Amber is the historic
willow’s strongest advocate.
“We’ve got a lot of
trees on the farm and she

gets mad if someone mentions something about cutting any tree down,” he said.
“I love trees,” Amber
Barrett said. “They’re one
of our closest connections
with nature.”
The champion willow
near the Barrett House in
Young Harris is one of
Northeast Georgia’s closest
connections with history.
If that tree could only
talk outloud.
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From the desk of

Senior Center

Fashion show for
Castaway Critters

Fall Story time

“I will still do some
fiddlin’ so people will still see
me around for many more
years,” he said.
Cunningham is nationally known for his fiddling
talents and is a fixture at the
Georgia Mountain Fairgrounds during the Fall Fes-

Smith

Page 7

...from page 1

tival, which features the
Georgia State Fiddlers’ Convention.
Mayor Barbara Mathis
during the September council meeting thanked
Cunningham for his years of
service and his service as
Mayor Pro Tem.

...from page 1

ous church activities; she
has been active in AARP,
Mountain Community Seniors and Eastern Star.
She believes that her
experience in government
as budget and financial officer, constituents’ services
and her love and desire to
help people have prepared
her to be an effective city

council member.
She looks forward to
meeting and talking with the
voters during the upcoming
campaign.
“I would appreciate the
support of residents and their
votes in the Nov. 2 general
election,” she said. “Please
feel free to call her anytime
at (706) 896-2586.”

New pharmacy; the
same friendly faces
By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

Stephens Lodge No.
414 F&AM came to life on
Highway 66 in Young Harris in 1966.
Today, the storied
lodge has made the move
just up the street to new
surroundings along with its
longtime partners, Young
Harris Pharmacy and John
and Janice Cochran.
The new lodge will
continue to be a partner with
Young Harris Pharmacy as
they complete the move up
the road. The facility also
includes a community room
for wedding receptions,
birthdays, reunions and family get togethers.
On Sept. 19, Young
Harris Pharmacy will host
Open House at their new
community-friendly location,
north on Highway 66, just a
quarter-mile from the traffic light in Young Harris. The
Open House is scheduled
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
John Cochran, owner
and pharmacist, invites everyone to attend and see the new
facility in Young Harris.
Cochran said that he
and his wife couldn’t think of a
better project for the property.
“We’re glad to be a
part of all this,” he said, referring to the multiple uses
of the facility.
The community center
is able to host and seat 100
to 150 people.
The ground-breaking
ceremony was held approximately a year ago.
Young Harris College
has purchased the former
Lodge facility shared with
Young Harris Pharmacy on
Murphy Street.
That transaction was
completed more than a year
ago, said Lodge member
Clint Hobbs. “About the
time we were closing out
the sale, we were ap-

John and Janice Cochran

proached by Johnny and
Janice Cochran about helping us out to find a new location,” he said. “We’ve had
a wonderful partnership with
them throughout the years.
The good news is that Johnny
wants to continue Young
Harris Pharmacy. With the
generosity of Johnny and
Janice Cochran, we were
able to get where we are
today.
“They’re really the
ones that have made all of
this happen,” Hobbs said.
“The partnership
will continue for many,
many more years now and
we’re excited about that.”
John has owned and operated Young Harris Pharmacy for 32 years and the
pharmacy offers a full prescription service. John will continue
the high standard of quality service in the new facility.
Other features at the
pharmacy include health and
beauty aids, women’s and
men’s fragrances, books,
magazines, greeting cards,
collegiate items, Jim Shore
collectibles, and a wide selection of $1 items. Dry
cleaning pick-up also is available as well as hand-dipped
Mayfield ice cream.
John and Janice hope
to see you at the new Young
Harris Pharmacy location on
Sept. 19 where “old-fashioned friendliness is not Forgotten.”
Come out and enjoy
the fellowship, refreshments
and door prizes.

