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Willow tree named state’s largest...continued from page 1

BRMEMC meets again...continued from page 1

Senior Center...continued from page 1

New pharmacy; the
same friendly faces

War erupted during its first
decade of existence in 1861.
The tree was around during
the struggles of the Great
Depression in the 1930s and
once again has stood the test
of time as another historic
economic malaise has set in
across the nation.

It has outlived scores
of inhabitants of the home
that rests beside it.

“I don’t know how
many hundreds of people

have lived in that house over
the years, but I’d say it’s had
its share,” Barrett said.
“People still call and ask
about the house and they al-
ways ask if the willow tree
is still there.

“I’m sure there have
been a lot of kids that have
played in that tree,” he said.

In recent years, its big-
gest threat was the three-
year drought that ended last
year as the rains returned to

Northeast Georgia.
“Just think about how

many perils that tree has
faced over the years,”
Harkins said. “Ice storms,
wind storms, folks that have
thought about cutting it
down. It’s amazing to still
see it standing today.”

Truman Barrett said his
daughter Amber is the historic
willow’s strongest advocate.

“We’ve got a lot of
trees on the farm and she

gets mad if someone men-
tions something about cut-
ting any tree down,” he said.

“I love trees,” Amber
Barrett said. “They’re one
of our closest connections
with nature.”

The champion willow
near the Barrett House in
Young Harris is one of
Northeast Georgia’s closest
connections with history.

If that tree could only
talk outloud.

differ.
“I’ve lived a lot of

places,” she said. “I’ve
never been asked to pay for
the privilege of being a cus-
tomer before.”

She told the group that
if Mr. Turner was so please
with the rate increases that
have dipped significantly into
member pockets, she’s be glad
to let him pay her electric bill.

Larry Sorgen, general
counsel for BRMEMC, said
that the customer charge is
not for the privilege of be-
ing a customer.

“It covers fixed costs,”
he said. “Operations and
maintenance; we try to
cover the fixed costs with
the fixed charge. We took a
long hard look at our finan-
cial outlook to try and real-
ize our fixed rate.

“We account for user
fees in kilowatt power,” he
said. “Our fixed rate is the
cost to deliver.”

Boyette, still standing
and still not smiling, called
EMC a monopoly with cus-
tomers at the mercy of a util-
ity giant.

Akins told Boyette that
he was sorry she felt that way.

“We’ve got the third
lowest kilowatt rate in the
state,” he said.

Sorgen chimed in that he
understands how Boyette feels.

“Nobody wants to pay
more,” he said. “We give
first rate service for the best
price possible. We know it’s
difficult to adjust to the hard
times we face today.”

Tracy Nichols of Young
Harris told the membership
group and board members
that she’s proud to do busi-
ness with BRMEMC.

“They have unselfish
employees,” she said. “They
work with people on their
power bills if they can’t pay
all at once. My husband is
in the construction business

and believe me, we’ve
needed that help during the
current economy.”

Akins said with hard
times upon us, he expected
hard questions.

“I understand what
they’re saying and why
they’re saying it,” he said.
“Hopefully, we were able to
address their questions and
concerns.”

The one question that

didn’t get touched on, the current
building project of BRMEMC’s
new headquarters.

“We’re closing in on
the completion of grading
and the installation of under-
ground utilities,” he said.
“We’ve got a Phase Two
contractor that’s ready to
start on building construc-
tion. We’re looking at the
end of 2011 for a comple-
tion date.”

Mary Jean Boyette wasn’t happy on Saturday. Photo/James Reese

“I will still do some
fiddlin’ so people will still see
me around for many more
years,” he said.

Cunningham is nation-
ally known for his fiddling
talents and is a fixture at the
Georgia Mountain Fair-
grounds during the Fall Fes-

tival, which features the
Georgia State Fiddlers’ Con-
vention.

Mayor Barbara Mathis
during the September coun-
cil meeting thanked
Cunningham for his years of
service and his service as
Mayor Pro Tem.

Howard...from page 1

ous church activities; she
has been active in AARP,
Mountain Community Se-
niors and Eastern Star.

She believes that her
experience in government
as budget and financial of-
ficer, constituents’ services
and her love and desire to
help people have prepared
her to be an effective city

council member.
She looks forward to

meeting and talking with the
voters during the upcoming
campaign.

“I would appreciate the
support of residents and their
votes in the Nov. 2 general
election,” she said. “Please
feel free to call her anytime
at (706) 896-2586.”

Smith...from page 1

Commissioner’s office, the
Tax Assessors offices,
Building Department and
Public Defender’s offices.

Kendall said a second
Courthouse Annex in the cur-
rent Senior Center could fill the
future need for Courthouse
offices for years to come.

“The lower portion is
already used for Court-
house space by providing
offices for the Board of
Education and the County
Agent,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Kendall was ecstatic about
the news.

He added that he was
very happy for Towns
County and its Senior Citi-
zens who make up one of
the highest percentage age
65 and over groups of any
county in Georgia.

The 2012 projected
population of persons age 65
and over for Towns County
is 29 percent and 52 percent
age 65 and over for the City
of Hiawassee.

Kendall said that a
new Senior Center was one
of the top priorities of his

administration along with a
proposed recreational park
to serve local youth and
adults.

“The approval of the
Grant for the new Senior
Center was a prime ex-
ample of where persistence
by our citizens has paid off,”
Commissioner Kendall said.
“After being turned down
for two consecutive years
the third application was
approved.”

He applauded Senior
Center Director Pat
Nicholson who helped
gather information for the
Community Development
Block Grant applications, as
well as the countless resi-
dents who wrote letters in
support of the project.

“One example of the
hard work and persistence
put into this grant applica-
tion is one lady, Shirley
Stallings,” Commissioner
Kendall said.

Stallings worked hard
to compile 350 letters of
support for the project,
Commissioner Kendall said.

“I would also like to
thank Georgia Mountain
Regional Commission’s
John Phillips for preparing
the three applications,” he
said.

“The grant commit-
ment is conditional upon the
state’s receipt of a properly
executed grant award pack-
age which will take place
Sept. 30 and Oct. 1, at
Calloway Gardens.”

Stephens Lodge No.
414 F&AM came to life on
Highway 66 in Young Har-
ris in 1966.

Today, the storied
lodge has made the move
just up the street to new
surroundings along with its
longtime partners, Young
Harris Pharmacy and John
and Janice Cochran.

The new lodge will
continue to be a partner with
Young Harris Pharmacy as
they complete the move up
the road. The facility also
includes a community room
for wedding receptions,
birthdays, reunions and fam-
ily get togethers.

On Sept. 19, Young
Harris Pharmacy will host
Open House at their new
community-friendly location,
north on Highway 66, just a
quarter-mile from the traf-
fic light in Young Harris. The
Open House is scheduled
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

John Cochran, owner
and pharmacist, invites every-
one to attend and see the new
facility in Young Harris.

Cochran said that he
and his wife couldn’t think of a
better project for the property.

“We’re glad to be a
part of all this,” he said, re-
ferring to the multiple uses
of the facility.

The community center
is able to host and seat 100
to 150 people.

The ground-breaking
ceremony was held ap-
proximately a year ago.

Young Harris College
has purchased the former
Lodge facility shared with
Young Harris Pharmacy on
Murphy Street.

That transaction was
completed more than a year
ago, said Lodge member
Clint Hobbs. “About the
time we were closing out
the sale, we were ap-

By Charles Duncan
Towns County Herald
cduncan.tch@windstream.net

proached by Johnny and
Janice Cochran about help-
ing us out to find a new lo-
cation,” he said. “We’ve had
a wonderful partnership with
them throughout the years.
The good news is that Johnny
wants to continue Young
Harris Pharmacy. With the
generosity of Johnny and
Janice Cochran, we were
able to get where we are
today.

“They’re really the
ones that have made all of
this happen,” Hobbs said.
“The partnership

will continue for many,
many more years now and
we’re excited about that.”

John has owned and op-
erated Young Harris Phar-
macy for 32 years and the
pharmacy offers a full prescrip-
tion service. John will continue
the high standard of quality ser-
vice in the new facility.

Other features at the
pharmacy include health and
beauty aids, women’s and
men’s fragrances, books,
magazines, greeting cards,
collegiate items, Jim Shore
collectibles, and a wide se-
lection of $1 items. Dry
cleaning pick-up also is avail-
able as well as hand-dipped
Mayfield ice cream.

John and Janice hope
to see you at the new Young
Harris Pharmacy location on
Sept. 19 where “old-fash-
ioned friendliness is not For-
gotten.”

Come out and enjoy
the fellowship, refreshments
and door prizes.

John and Janice Cochran

Kendall states new flood 
maps will save citizens 

millions of dollars
Commissioner Bill Ken-

dall is very pleased and happy 
for hundreds of Towns County 
home and property owners 
who will be saved hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in pre-
miums on un-needed flood in-
surance, savings on the cost of 
construction in the flood zone, 
and in the millions of dollars 
of enhanced property values, 
that will be multiplied many 
times over during the coming 
years, by getting their homes 
and property out of the flood 
zone as was shown on the old 
flawed flood maps.  Hundreds 
of homes around Lake Chatuge 
alone will be removed from 
the flood zone.
Background of the problem

 In the spring of this year 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and the 
Georgia Dept. of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) contracted to 
prepare flood maps for Towns 
County.  These maps were rid-
dled with errors beyond belief, 
listing houses and property in 
the flood plains.

Commissioner Bill Ken-
dall informed FEMA and DNR 
that Towns County would not 
accept and adopt a required 
flood ordinance by these in-
accurate maps and if neces-
sary, it would be challenged in 
court.  The commissioner also 
pledged local funding, if nec-
essary, to do a flyover of the 
county to provide new data.  
After much discussion FEMA 
agreed to give Commissioner 
Kendall until July 1, 2010 to 
come up with more accurate 
data from which to re-make 
the maps.

Kendall went to Faith 
Jones, of Ga. Mountain Re-
gional Commission for as-

sistance, who was successful 
in acquiring 100% of federal 
funding for the project and 
piggy-backing with the U S 
Geological Survey doing work 
in this area to do a flyover of 
Towns County using state-of-
the-art equipment that takes 
150,000 laser shots per second 
and is within 6” in accuracy 
for mapping.  The work was 
finished by the July 1, dead-
line from which the new maps 
were prepared.  

The success of this im-
portant project through long 
and frustrating hours of getting 
the deadline moved and new 
accurate data for new maps 
was well worth it in the end.  
Kendall re-emphasized his 
gratitude to Towns County’s 
own Faith Jones for her untir-
ing assistance.  The success 
of this important project is 
just another example of where 
“persistence pays off”.

Flood map 
constituency service in 
commissioner’s office

There will be a Flood 
Risk Information Open House 
Sept. 30, 2010. (See News 
Release), however in order to 
make it more convenient and 
spend more individual time 
with citizens,  Commissioner 
Kendall is setting up a Flood 
Map Constituency Service in 
his office beginning Tuesday 
Sept. 21, 2010.  The new map 
data will be computerized with 
flood overlays, which will be 
enhanced as related to the flood 
zone.  Your home and property 
can be isolated, zoomed in and 
magnified for a clear vision as 
it relates to the flood zone.  In 
order to not have to wait, please 
call the Commissioner’s office 
at 706-896-2276 or 706-994-
7484 for an appointment to see 
your property as it relates to the 
new flood maps.  T(Sep15,L1)SH

From the desk of 
Commissioner Bill Kendall

A Fall/Winter story time 
adventure for preschool ages 
at Mountain Regional Library, 
Young Harris has begun.  If 
you have pre-schoolers that 
love books, making crafts, and 
singing songs, then Mountain 
Regional Library is the place 
to be.

Come and join us on 
Wednesday mornings at 11 
a.m. for great stories, songs 
and hands on projects to make 
and take home. T(Sep15,F2)SH

Fall Story time

Castaway Critters pet 
rescue cordially invites you 
and your guests to our lun-
cheon and Fall fashion show, 
Friday, September 24, 2010, 
starting at 11:30 a.m. at Enri-
co's Italian Restaurant, Young 
Harris, GA.

Please call 706-970-
0165 or  828-837-8536 for 
tickets. NT(Sep15,A2)SH

Fashion show for
Castaway Critters

Young Harris Col-
lege has received a $132,500 
planned gift from the Foster 
Charitable Trust that will es-
tablish the Ralph O. and John-
nie Irene Foster Endowed 
Scholarship. This scholarship 
will be awarded annually 
to students from Towns and 

Union counties.
“We are extremely grate-

ful to receive this generous gift 
that will benefit our local stu-
dents and allow them to receive 
a world-class education while re-
maining close to home,” Young 
Harris College President Cathy 
Cox said. “Endowed scholar-

ships are one of the greatest 
ways to give back to the Col-
lege, as it benefits our students 
for generations to come.”

 The Foster Charitable 
Trust was established by the es-
tate of Ralph and Johnnie Irene 
Foster. Both natives of Young 
Harris, GA, Johnnie and Ralph 
married in 1947 and moved to 
Akron, Ohio, where Ralph was 
employed by the B. F. Goodrich 
Company. Johnnie worked for 
the Ohio Bell Telephone Com-
pany. Upon retiring, the couple 
returned home to North Georgia 
and bought a home near Lake 
Chatuge in Towns County to 
be near the lake, mountains and 
people they loved.

Ralph passed away in 
1980, leaving Johnnie the sole 
heir to the Foster Farm on 
Mining Gap Trail, a property 
he had owned since 1938. In 
2004, Johnnie set up a chari-
table remainder trust to benefit 
organizations in the local com-
munity, including Young Har-
ris College. She passed away 
in June 2009.

According to Nancy Bro-
shears, co-trustee of the Foster 
Charitable Trust and sister of 
Johnnie Foster, Young Harris 
College has special meaning 
to her and her family. “My 
grandson recently graduated 
cum laude from Young Harris 
College,” Broshears said. “His 
graduation from YHC was the 
last public function that my 
sister Johnnie attended. She 
also made it possible for him 
to get an education.”

Broshears’s grandson, 
Jeffery Shook, ’09, presented 
the gift on behalf of his great 
aunt to YHC President Cathy 
Cox at a special event held on 
Aug. 19 at Brasstown Valley 
Resort.

In keeping with John-
nie’s wishes for the proceeds 

YHC receives $132,500 gift from Foster Charitable Trust

Young Harris College Vice President for Enrollment Management 
Clint Hobbs, ‘88 (far left), President Cathy Cox (second from right) 
and Vice President for Advancement Jay Stroman (far right) accept a 
gift of $132,500 for Young Harris College presented by Jeffery Shook, 
‘09, and Nancy Broshears, co-trustee of the Foster Charitable Trust, 
on Aug. 19 at Brasstown Valley Resort.

from the Mining Gap Trail 
property to help worthwhile 
causes, the property was re-
cently sold to Towns County 
to build a recreation park that 
will include athletic fields 
and hiking and walking trails. 
“That would have been what 
my sister wanted - something 
beneficial to many people for 
years to come as a memorial to 
her and her husband Ralph,” 
Broshears said. NT(Sep15,Z1)SH


