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Lordy, Lordy, guess who’s 40?

Happy birthday! We love 
you!

Brieanna & Cheyenne

Quilt artist and designer Audrey Hiers, of Blairsville, GA,  appears 
in the August edition of McCall's Quilting Magazine.  Ms. Hiers is 
shown with her quilt made in her original design, "Crazy Daisies".  
Ms. Hiers is an active member of the Misty Mountain Quilters Guild 
and will be teaching classes in "intermediate quilting" for members 
of the Guild, beginning Sept. 3.  For more information, visit the web-
site:  www.mistymountainquiltguild.com.                               N(Aug4-G5)gg

Local quilter featured in publication

Mr. and Mrs. George Philip Rhodes

Allen - Rhodes wed

Dana Ashleigh Allen of 
Augusta and George Philip 
Rhodes of Augusta were mar-
ried at five thirty p.m., Satur-
day, April 17, 2010, at Flem-
ing Baptist Church. Reverend 
Rick Oglesby officiated at the 
ceremony.

The bride is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. 
Millians of Hiawassee, GA, 
Mrs. Janet Green Allen and 
the late Mr. Tommy J. Allen, 
Sr. of Hephzibah, GA. She is 
the granddaughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Sims of 
Waynesboro and the late Mr. 
and Mrs. James Dana Allen of 
Hephzibah.

The groom is the son of 
Mrs. Vivian Rhodes of Augus-
ta and the late George Pressley 
Rhodes of Augusta. He is the 
grandson of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. A. J. Harrison of Augusta 
and the late Mr. and Mrs. John 
Wright Rhodes of Augusta.

The bride chose her 
sister, Mrs. Whitney Street of 
Augusta, to serve as matron of 
honor. Bridesmaids were Mrs. 
Shawn Rhodes, friend of the 
bride, Miss Hannah Rhodes, 
niece of the groom, Mrs. An-
gela Allen, sister-in-law of the 
bride. The Junior Bridesmaid, 
was Miss Kathryn Rhodes, 
niece of the groom.

Groomsmen were Mr. 
Douglas Rhodes, brother of 
the groom; Mr. Michael Rho-

des, brother of the groom; Mr. 
Kelvin Rhodes, brother of the 
groom and Mr. Zachary T. Al-
len, son of the bride.

The flower girls were 
Miss Ansley Barbee, niece of 
the groom, and Miss Michaela 
Rhodes, niece of the groom. 
The Ring Bearer was Master 
Pressley Barbee, nephew of 
the groom, the Bell Ringer was 
Master Alexander Allen, cousin 
of the bride. The Ushers were 
Mr. Brian Hargis, Jr., nephew 
of the groom, and Mr. Cris-
tian Allen, cousin of the bride. 
Videography and music was 
directed by Mr. Aubrey Street, 
brother-in-law of the bride. 
Miss Holly Edwards, cousin of 
the bride, distributed wedding 
programs at the church and 
Miss Heather Edwards, cousin 
of the bride, kept the Bride’s 
Book at the reception.

The bride was given in 
marriage by her son, Mr. Zach-
ary T. Allen.

The bride is a graduate 
of Burke County Comprehen-
sive High School and attended 
Augusta State University.

The groom is a graduate 
of Curtis Baptist High School.

A reception was held 
at the River/Berlin Room at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in Augusta. The newlyweds 
spent their honeymoon on a 
Caribbean cruise and now re-
side in Augusta. T(Aug4,F3)SH

Sweet Pea celebrated 
her 3rd birthday with 8 of her 
friends. Being princess for a 
day, she wore a pretty red bow 
in her hair. Cinderella, Tinker 
Bell, Sweet Pea and Mindy 
were the Shih Tzus, Chip, 
Darsey and Boomer were the 
Yorkies, Oreo, a Japanese Chin 

and Nicky, a Terrier mix. 
All the furry little friends 

enjoyed a cup of Frosty Paws 
ice cream, while the owners 
had strawberry cheesecake ice 
cream cake. After eating, they 
played and laid around. It was 
quite possibly the cutest thing 
to watch.  T(Aug4,H1)SH

Sweet Pea turns three

Sara-Ashlyn Nichols, 
daughter of Terry and Lisa 
Nichols, turned 1 year old on 
Saturday, July 17. She cele-
brated with a Barney party sur-
rounded by family and friends. 
She would like to say, "Thank 
you" to all who came and for 
the gifts she received. You are 
our sunshine, Boo Boo! We 
love you very much! 

Love, Mommy and Daddy
T(Aug4,F4)SH

Look who’s 1!

Sara-Ashlyn Nichols
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The Cat-Whisperer
Zinger recently present-

ed himself with a wounded leg. 
He limped home and was im-
mediately scooped up and con-
fined to the bathroom. “This,” 
he said, loudly and often, “was 
a dirty trick.” What he wanted 
was tuna and sympathy; what 
he got was cat-prison. The ad-
dition of tuna to his confine-
ment did not mollify him. “It’s 
no use trying to buy me off,” 
he growled sulkily. “I do not 
forgive you.”

The next day David 
took him to see his favorite 
vet while I was scurrying into 
town for an emergency dental 
visit. Normally Zinger rides in 
my lap while wearing his har-
ness, but David was unwilling 
to drive alone with a highly in-
dignant cat-on-a-string.  Zinger 
was stuffed unceremoniously 
into a carrier, something he de-
tests above all thing. We had, 
he said through gritted teeth, 
officially “made the list.”

When we returned home, 
our eldest son and his girl 
friend had arrived from Arizo-
na. Now Andrew is a born cat-
whisperer. His cats actually 
come when called and will sit 
patiently while he (or the vet) 
pluck cactus spines from their 
tender parts—once even from 
their mouths! When he plops 
them on the dryer, they wait 
for all their medications and 
then pat his cheek in affection-
ate gratitude. His once-shy 
rescued cat has become Mr. 
Sociability and greets every-
one with joyful enthusiasm. 

Andrew and Zinger had 
a conference. Zinger wanted 
no part of his antibiotics and 
was prepared to go all ten 
rounds in protest. “This is for 
your own good, Zing,” cooed 
Andrew, scratching all the fa-
vorite places. Zinger relaxed a 
little. “I’ll be over in a flash, 
you’ll see,” and with that 
Zinger was put into Andrew’s 
favorite cat-hold, two drop-
pers of medicine were slipped 
into his side cheeks, and then 
Zinger was (still being firmly 
held) rewarded with a mas-
sage. 

Once released, Zinger 
limped outside and curled up 
under a bush. Very quickly he 
remembered that outside was 
a heat wave and inside was air 
conditioning… and Andrew. 
He limped back through the cat 
flap and found a place in front 
of the register, meowing piti-
fully and soon receiving more 
healing touch. “Hmmmm,” he 
thought, “this has distinct pos-
sibilities. Can I keep him?”

For the rest of the visit, 
we received instructions on 
The Grip, which was mastered, 
and The Words, which we, ap-
parently, still need to practice. 
Andrew was Zinger’s new 
best friend. Even Miss Cat-
titude (Caylee) was friendly 
and Carley, who normally runs 
and hides for days at the mere 
mention of “a stranger” was 
soon settled in the human lap 
and sharing all sorts of secrets. 
Zinger, of course, finished 
his course of medications. 
“What’s wanted here,” he said 
to Andrew between throaty 
purrs, “is more massaging and 
less squirting.” 

Alas, Andrew and Traci 
had to leave, but Zinger has 
been taking notes. “Now,” he 
began last night while tuck-
ing us in, “Here’s how you say 
‘tuna’ in cattese… Nope; try 
again…”

Love From the mountains,
D.

N(Aug4-G3)gg 

Hiwassee River Valley 
Kennel Club meetings are held 
at 7 p.m. the first Monday of 
each month at Brother’s Res-
taurant on Hwy 64 in Murphy, 
NC.  We invite all those inter-
ested in pure bred dogs and 
canine activities to attend. Call 
President Kit Miracle at 706-
492-5253 or Peggy Moorman 
at 828-835-1082 for details. 
NT(Aug4-G1)gg

Kennel Club
monthly meeting

Towns County Fire and 
Rescue Firefighters complet-
ed the third section of a three 
sessions Emergency Vehicle 
Operation Class (EVOC) Sat-
urday. Over 35 firefighters 
put two fire engines through 
their paces in a standardized 
Competency Course setup in 
the Hiawassee High School 
parking lot. Starting at 7 in 
the morning and running un-
til after two in the afternoon, 
drivers traversed the course 
demonstrating their compe-
tence in Emergency Vehicle 
Operation. Looking much 
like a driving maze the eight 
station course tested the fire-
fighter/driver’s ability to 
maneuver in tight areas and 
move from one area to an-
other without hitting cones 
or crossing invisible lines 
marking the course. The day’s 
Competency Course program 
was conducted by Volunteer 
Firefighter Insurance Ser-
vices’ EVOC instructor Mark 
Moore with Leslie Moore 
and Robert Munger serving 
as Safety Officers. Four Fire-
fighters; Cory Ledford, Jona-
than Wilson, Edward Berrong, 
and Wayne Canterbury were 
evaluated first by the instruc-
tor then given a safety briefing 
by Fire Chief Mitch Floyd and 
Leslie Moore to then served as 
evaluators for  the rest of their 
department under the instruc-
tor’s supervision.

The first and second 
classes, held over the previous 
two weeks, gave firefighters 
information on among other 
items; state laws, vehicle op-
erating characteristics, proper 
vehicle operation and then 
tested their knowledge.  

The classes highlighted 
that the use of emergency 
lights and sirens is a request 
for the driving public to yield 
the right of way and although 
state law requires the motor-

ist to yield, public safety is 
still the law when operating 
any vehicle in an emergency 
mode. 

Anyone interested in 

Chief Mitch Floyd and Safety Officer Leslie Moore brief the Evaluators on course safety and regulations 
prior to firefighters taking to the course.

Leslie Moore and Robert Munger oversee safety on the Competency 
Course as evaluator Cory Ledford checks the truck wheel location to 
insure the operator stopped in the correct position. A second truck 
passes by on the outside of the course returning from the highway 
driving portion of the program.  

In a difficult maneuver Dianne Nelson parallel parks the large fire-
truck within 6 inches of the curb.

Firefighters complete Emergency Vehicle Operation Class

public service is urged to con-
tact the Fire and Rescue unit 
who like the Marines are al-
ways looking for a few good 
men and women. T(Aug4,H2)SH

Firefighters work on a tabletop problem dealing with where to place 
emergency vehicles arriving on an accident scene. Divided into sev-
eral groups each had to place the responding vehicles at the “scene” 
and relate why they selected that placement.

Golden Anniversaries common place at Soapstone... continued from page 1A

Schools open...continued from page 1A YHC Open House... continued from page 1A

The Towns County Indians’ Marching Raider Band is already working to get into the swing of things
in 2010. Band members completed band camp on Friday in Towns County. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

unique, Pug is the youngest
child of Pappy and Pat’s four
children. He’s also the fourth
of four Buttrill children to cel-
ebrate 50 years of marriage.

Pappy and Pat started
the golden nuptials tradition
on Nov. 25th, 1925 as they
were wed in holy matrimony.

“Pappy,” or Marcus
W. Buttrill, was a builder of
churches, more than 200 to
be exact. His eldest son,
Marc Buttrill, now 80, fol-
lowed in his footsteps.

But the most enchant-
ing path ever followed by this
family was to a quiet place
off Ga. 17/75 in a commu-
nity known as Soapstone. It
was here that family values

flourished, and children
learned the importance of
faith and commitment.

In a day an age when
divorces are a dime a dozen,
the Buttrill children and their
parents are more than unique
for achieving Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary status.

Marc and Athelyn
made it; his sister Barbara
and her husband Jack Bar-
ber got there too. So did sis-
ter Macy and her husband
Duncan Roush.

Now, they’re all wait-
ing for Saturday when Pug
and Emily reach that trea-
sured milestone.

“I do think it’s very
unique in this day an age,”
said Athelyn Wade Buttrill,
the first daughter-in-law of
Pappy and Pat. “I also think
it’s a blessing.”

She acknowledges that
getting to 50 years of marriage
isn’t all strawberries and cream.

“There have been
some times when circum-
stances were tough,” she
said. “Times were tough, fi-
nances were tough and situ-
ations were tough. But
through it all, we’re still here
and still together.”

Marc Buttrill is in ac-

cord with his wife.
“Business-wise, we’ve

been very blessed over the
years and we’re not com-
plaining,” he said. “But, we’ve
had some challenges. I know
it hasn’t been easy for her liv-
ing with me for 55 years.”

Athelyn said that as
Pug and Emily approach
their 50th anniversary, that
they have faced the great-
est challenges a couple
faces in marriage.

“They’ve lost two
children over the years,”
she said. “Those losses
have been very difficult
times for the entire fam-
ily. But Faith has helped
us all overcome the ad-
versity over the years.”

“Faith is a tremendous
part of the marital equa-
tion,” Marc Buttrill said.
“Also, there will always be
a certain level of compro-
mise that both husband and

wife must understand.”
Soapstone also has

played a vital role in the lives
of the Buttrill children.

Each year, Marc and
Athelyn gather their grandchil-
dren at Soapstone – no par-
ents allowed – for 10 days or
so of celebrating nature and
the importance of family.

“They love this beach,
they love the woods,” Marc
said. “The biggest thing is
that as they grow older, they
still like to come here to cel-
ebrate family.”

At Thanksgiving, the
Buttrill family celebrates
with the entire family under
one roof at Soapstone.

“Also at Thanksgiving,
we light our Christmas
tree,” Marc said. “Family
has been a big part of our
life. We have a lot of family
reunions up here.”

For the Buttrill family,
the key ingredient in 50 years
of marriage is family.

“The family being to-
gether is essential,” Marc
said. “My Dad was raised
on a farm and that’s a strong
link to family. He had very
little education. He once told
me that he only went to
school when it was too wet

to plow. My mother finished
high school.

“They appreciated
education for the next gen-
eration because they did not
have a whole lot of formal
education,” Marc said. “It
was important to them to see
their family do better than
they had.”

The real secret to 50 years
of marriage begins during the
dating process, Marc said.

“You look at this young
lady and you ask yourself ‘is
this someone I want to
spend my life with?’ You
have to make that decision
before you marry,” he  said.

Athelyn said the secret
is working through the good
times and the bad times.

“You have so many
couples nowadays who de-
cide when they get married
that if it doesn’t work out,
that it’s not hard to get a di-
vorce,” she said. “I think
years ago when people mar-
ried, they were marrying for
life. That has to be in your
mindset when you take the
step of marriage.

“And bottom line, you
have to have a relationship
with the Lord,” Athelyn
said. “That’s how things
really work out.”

Pappy and Pat celebrate 50 years.

Pappy and Pat married in 1925

Athelyn and Marc Buttrill were married on Dec. 18, 1955

County Indians’ football
team began practice in
shoulder pads and shorts at
The Refuge in Plott Town.

“It’s great to be back
out here with the kids,” In-
dians’ Head Coach Kyle
Langford said. “We can’t
wait until the lights go on for
real on Friday nights.”

The Indians had 43
football players out on the
practice field this week and
Coach Langford said he
pleased.

“Hey, we’ve got some
great kids, who are very tal-
ented,” he said. “We’re go-
ing to have some depth.”

On Monday, the signs
of a new school year were
even more evident as new
technology equipment was
being transferred from the
Central Office on Lakeview
to the schools.

“There’s a lot of activ-
ity going on,” Dr. Behrens

said. “I’m excited about this
year, the prospects of new
kids and the challenges that
we all face.”

Early on some of those
challenges are traffic jams
as young parents look to
make sure their little ones
get settled in the classroom
as the first couple of days
of school get underway.

“The parents of the young
students want to make sure their
children are safe, so, they’ll bring
them into the school,” Dr.
Behrens said. “It takes a little
extra time for the younger ones
to get acclimated.

“Getting through the
rush of the first two or three
days is probably the biggest
challenge,” he said. “After
that, we all fall into a pat-
tern and we do well.”

Dr. Behrens is expect-
ing big things from the Class
of 2011.

“We always expect big

things from our students,” he
said. “This is a good group
of seniors and we look for-
ward to see what they end
up accomplishing.”

At least one new face
is on board. Dr. Mark
Stallings, a two-time Teacher
of the Year in Gilmer County,
who retired in the area, will
teach science part-time, Dr.
Behrens said.

“We’re extremely
lucky to have Mark on
board,” he said.

Also, Daniel Isaacs
will step into the shoes va-
cated when Towns County
Marching Band Director
Frank McKinney retired
last year.

“Daniel has been with
us for a while working with
Frank,” Dr. Behrens said.
“He knows are band and our
talent and we are expecting
big things from that group
this year.”

The new recreation
center also contains mul-
tiple classrooms, a fitness
area, fitness studios, and a
37-foot climbing wall
placed in the recreation
center for the use of stu-
dents.

“We are very excited
about opening this to our stu-
dents,” said President Cox.

President Cox would
go on to thank members
of the Young Harris City
Council who have been
very helpful in the pro-
cess of constructing the
new recreation center.

Members  o f  the
community also will have
the opportunity to obtain
gym memberships to the

recreation center at YHC
in the near future.

The center plans to
operate Monday through
Friday from 7 a.m. to noon,
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 9
p.m., and on Sunday from
noon until 11 p.m. For more
details on recreation cen-
ter operations, call (706)
379-7742.

YHC President Cathy Cox offers a tour of the college’s new multi-million dollar recreation
center to locals last week. The center will host athletic events as well as provide gym memberships
to the general public. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

turnout, especially with a
numbers heavy senior
class,” Coach Langford
said, referring to this year’s
16 seniors. “The junior class
is strong too; we’re sitting
at about 13 or 14.

“Experience-wise and
veteran-wise, we’re as ex-
perienced as we’ve been in
two years,” he said. “The
effort has been an A-minus.

“I think we can play a
little faster this year,” he said.
“I think we can certainly
play with better effort.
When people are sitting in
the stands, they know if a
team is playing hard.

“Our immediate goal is
to get to that level where

Gridiron camp...continued from page 1A
we’re playing fast,” he said.
“If we can do what we’re
coached to do, it’s going to
be a good year for us.”

After 12 practices,
Langford is getting a pretty
good idea where his team
stands in terms of being
ready to take on the Pan-
thers in the season opener.

Defensively, the Indi-
ans return nine starters and
from the looks of this
season’s crop of youngsters,
they have something they
haven’t had in two years –
depth. The defensive
strengths include a solid core
group of linebackers, led by
sophomore Joseph Foster.

Foster led the Indians in

tackles in 2009 as a freshman
and looks like a senior already,
Coach Langford said.

“The linebackers are
very good,” he said.
“They’re flying around and
that’s something we haven’t
had since I’ve been here.
We’ve had linebackers, but
we haven’t had that good
solid depth at the position.”

Offensively, the Indi-
ans are a little rusty, their
coach said.

“Technique-wise ,
right now, we’re not very
good,” he said. “But we’ve
still got a good ways to go.
But I feel good about the
kids that we’ve got out
here right now.”

kick off the event on Aug. 12.
“Last year, we had

about 1,000 cars,” Hooper
said. “I can’t even begin to
imagine how many we’ll
have this year. They’ve been
the sign ups and getting
booked for this year’s event
since the event ended last
year.

“We want to get every-
one behind this,” Hooper
said. “We’ll have plenty of
food vendors to accommo-
date hungry folks.

“They’ll eat in our res-
taurants at breakfast and
supper,” he said.

Towns County Sole
Commissioner Bill Kendall
once again has pledged his
support for the event.

“It’s a boon to our lo-
cal economy,” Commis-
sioner Kendall said. “Any
way we can support this,
we’re here.”

The inaugural kickoff
party last year almost took
Hooper’s breath away – lit-
erally.

“We were tickled to
death to host the first kick-
off at The Ridges,” he said.

Moonshine Cruiz-In...from page 1A
“It was an awesome feel-
ing to see all those cars com-
ing in on Thursday night. It
was an anxious feeling try-
ing to think of where we
were going to park them.

“This year, we’re bet-
ter organized and better pre-
pared for what should be
another solid year for the
Cruize-In,” Hooper said.

Towns County Tour-
ism Association Chair Hilda
Thomason, who also serves
as general manager of the
Georgia Mountain Fair-
grounds, said she too was
excited about the prospects
for 2010.

“Year One was a
learning experience for all
of us,” she said. “We hope
to capitalize on that experi-
ence for the 2010 event.
This is an exciting event for
Towns County.

“It’s going to flow this
year,” she said. “We’re go-
ing to make this happen.”

Parrish, who spent the
summer months of his youth
growing up here on Owl
Creek,

said he was pleased to

see such an encouraging sup-
port for the event.

“I want this to become
a lasting event for Towns
County and Hiawassee,” he
said. “We want to see folks in
your shops and restaurants.

“We’ll only have these
car show folks from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Then we’ll
turn them loose and we
want them to come do busi-
ness with y’all,” he said.
“Anyone who wants to stay
open late on Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday, that’s
great. We can direct these
folks to you.”

Hooper said The
Ridges Resort is geared up
and ready to go in terms of
the Haulin’ Mash Moonshine
Bash.

“Steven Phillips and
The Midnight Express Band
will provide the kickoff
event’s musical

E n t e r t a i n m e n t , ”
Hooper said. “It all kicks off
at 5:30 p.m. at The Ridges.
It’s open to the public,
there’s no admission and
we’ll do a Tour of the Lakes
on our 36-foot tour boat.”


