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Left to right: Ken Fuller, Ralph Grady, Gerry Gutenstein. Lion Ger-
ry is receiving Lion of the Year award.

On June 29, the Towns 
County Lions Club held their 
annual meeting for installation 
of officers and recognition of 
exceptional service for the pre-
vious year. The immediate past 
officers are Ken Fuller, Presi-
dent; Julie Payne, Secretary; 
Janice King, Treasurer; Vice 
Presidents Ralph Grady, Gene 
Jackson and Michael Annast; 
Chaplain Jimmy McAdams; 
Membership Chairpersons 
Gene Mitchell and Darlene 
Bradshaw; Lion Tamer John 
Taylor; Tail Twister Katie Pol-
stra and Past President Hilda 
Thomason. The Directors for 
the 2009-2010 year were Al 
Rubenstein, Jack Anderson, 
Leonard McConnell, Grover 
Garrett, Myers Banister and 
Lanier Nicholson.

Presidential awards were 
presented to Gene Jackson, 
Charles Culverhouse, Myers 
Banister, Deborah Saylor and 
Allen Saylor. The Lion of the 
Month awards were presented 
to Ralph Grady for May, Lau-
rie Main for June and Bud 
Parker for July. The Lion of 
the Year award was presented 

to Gerry Gutenstein.
The officers for the 

2010-2011 year are President 
Ralph Grady; Vice Presidents 
Michael Annast, Janice Smith 
and Bob Ford; Secretary Ju-
lie Payne; Treasurer Janice 
King; Lion Tamer Ernie Fre-
da; Tail Twister Katie Polstra; 
Membership Chairman Gene 
Mitchell; and Past President 
Ken Fuller. The Directors for 
the 2010-2011 year are Jack 
Anderson, Lanier Nicholson, 
Leonard McConnell, and My-
ers Banister.

The Towns County 
Lions Club is a community 
service club with our basic 
focus being sight and hearing 
assistance. Other programs of 
the lions Club are area beau-
tification, White Cane, Towns 
County Food Pantry, college 
scholarships for needy stu-
dents, the give a Christmas 
program for local needy chil-
dren and the Georgia Moun-
tain Fair. Anyone over the age 
of 18 interested in making a 
difference in your community 
is encouraged to join the Lions 
Club. T(Jul14,K1)SH

Lions Club installs new officers

If you are a "seasonal 
senior" who calls two places 
home, or a frequent traveler, 
don't let your prescription needs 
halt your plans. Your Medicine 
Shoppe Pharmacist offers these 
suggestions on preparing for a 
trip from a health care perspec-
tive: Make copies and pack all 
medical information. Insurance 
cards and doctor information in 
a secure location. It is also sug-
gested to carry a note from the 
prescribing physician on letter-
head stationary for controlled 
substances and injectable med-
ications. 

Store and travel with all 
prescriptions in their original 
pharmacist-labeled prescrip-
tion bottles. All medications 
should be packed in a carryon 
bag and should be carried with 
you at all times. 

Medications can be sto-
len from hotel rooms. Create 
and pack a first aid kit. Ask 
your Medicine Shoppe Phar-
macist to assist you in finding 
everything you need to com-
plete your kit. Consult with 
your Medicine Shoppe Phar-
macist to see whether travel 
medications, including Travel 
Ease to prevent travel sick-
ness, and nighttime sleep aids 
such as Medi-Sleep and Extra 
Strength Medi-Tabs are appro-
priate. 

By following these sim-
ple tips, you are more likely to 
have a safe and healthy trip, 
and enjoy your travels even 
more. T(Jul14,G2)SH

Prepare to hit 
the open road
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playing guitar as a teenager
after being taught by his
mother. While growing up as
a teenager in Texas Williams
experienced Country
Music, Rock n’ Roll and folk
music.

Williams joined Lofton
Kline to form his first band,
called The Strangers Two.
The duo was joined in 1964
by Susan Taylor to form a
trio which ultimately be-
came the Pozo-Seco Sing-
ers, a folk-pop group.

The band recorded a
song called Time on a local
label called Edmark

Records and the song be-
came a regional hit in their
home state of Texas.

Columbia Records,
picked up the record, signed
the group, and released a
series of Top 50 hits and
three albums. The group dis-
banded in 1971, at which
point Williams ventured into
a solo singing career.

Williams, originally a
songwriter for Jack Music
Inc., eventually signed
with JMI Records as a solo
artist in 1971. His 1974 song,
We Should Be Together
reached No. 5 on the charts,

and he signed with ABC/
Dot Records. His first single
with ABC/Dot, I Wouldn’t
Want to Live If You Didn’t
Love Me soared to No. 1
and was the first of a string
of Top 10 hits for the
“Gentle Giant” between
1974 and 1991. Only four of
his 46 singles didn’t make it
to the Top 10.

When tickets go on
sale Sept. 10, remember, it
could be the last time to
ever catch Don Williams on
stage again. Tickets are $35,
plus $2 handling, and $25,
plus $2 handling.

win Carter make up the
GOP ballot.

In the race to replace
Oxendine as Insurance
Commissioner, GOP voters
must choose from a wide
open field: Dennis Cain, Rick
Collum, Seth Harp, Ralph
Hudgens, Tom Knox, John
Mamalakis, Stephen Dale
Northington, Gerry Purcell
and Maria Sheffield.

For State School Su-
perintendent, GOP voters
must decide if John Barge
or Richard Woods is the
best candidate.

Incumbent Kathy Cox
has taken a job with an edu-
cational think tank, but her
name remains on the ballot.
If you cast a ballot for her,
you’ve wasted your vote.

GOP Labor Commis-
sioner candidates are Mark
Butler and Melvin Everson.

For Public Service
Commissioner to replace
Robert B. Baker Jr., GOP
candidates are B. Joseph
“Joey” Brush, John Douglas,
Tim Echols and Jeff May.

U.S. Rep. Paul Broun
is unopposed on the GOP bal-
lot, as is State House District
8 State Rep.  Stephen Allison.

The GOP ballot has
one question: “Do you sup-

Early Voting...continued from page 1A

port an amendment to the
Georgia State Constitution so
as to provide that the para-
mount right to life is vested
in each human being from
the earliest biological begin-
ning until natural death?”

On the Democratic bal-
lot, voters must decide be-
tween R.J. Hadley and
Michael Thurmond for U.S.
Senate with the winner to face
Sen. Isakson in November.

For governor, Demo-
crats must choose between
Thurbert Baker, Roy Barnes,
Bill Bolton, Carl Camon,
Randal Mangham, Dubose
Porter or David Poythress.

In the race to face Lt.
Gov. Cagle, Democrats
must choose between Tricia
Carpenter McCracken and

Carol Porter.
For Secretary of

State, Gail Buckner, Gary
Horlacher, Michael Mills,
Angela Moore and
Georganna Sinkfield
square off for the Demo-
cratic nod.

I n  t h e  A t t o r n e y
General’s race, Demo-
crats  Ken Hodges and
Rob Teilhet hope for the
nod.

J.B. Powell is the
lone Democrat vying for
the Commissioner of Ag-
riculture seat.

Mary Squires hopes
to become the Democratic
nominee for Insurance
Commissioner.

Beth Farokhi, Joe Mar-
tin and Brian Westlake are
in contention for the Demo-
cratic nod for State School
Superintendent.

Terry Coleman and
Darryl Hicks are in a tight
race to earn the Democratic
nod for Labor Commissioner.

PSC candidate Keith
Moffett, 10th Congres-
sional District candidate
Russel l  Edwards  and
State House District  8
candidate Jack Lance are
al l  unopposed in  the
Democratic Primary.

Irma Nichols

faced with the reality of a
District 7 Fast Pitch Softball
Championship and a trip to
state.

With limited funds and
a long way to travel, the
Lady Indians found out what
community really means as
businesses and civic groups
rallied to help pay the way
for the team to travel and
lodge in Appling County.

The girls worked hard
in practice and harder in
their spare time as they sold
doughnuts on the street cor-
ners of Hiawassee to help
defray the expenses of their
state tournament trip.

Local businesses put
up donation jars and some
businesses and civic organi-
zations took money out of
their own pockets to make
sure the girls’ trip to state
became a reality.

On the night before
they traveled to the south-
ern portion of the state,
Coach Penny Ledford and
Lady Indian Jasmine
Forrester accepted a $200
check from the Towns
County Republican Party

during its monthly meeting.
“I can’t tell you how

much this means to the
girls,” she said. “Thank you
from the bottom of all of our
hearts.”

All-in-all, the Lady In-
dians learned a valuable les-
son: their local community
had their backs.

“Other than church,
athletics is the most impor-
tant venue to instill values
and lessons that will allow
young people to learn the

challenges of life,” said
Towns County Sole Com-
missioner Bill Kendall.

Coach Ledford said she
was proud of the young ladies
for playing their hearts out,
mostly in triple-digit heat and
against top-notch competition.

“They played with
heart in sweltering heat and
against some real good com-
petition,” she said. “We are
proud of them and look for-
ward to great things from
them in the future.”

Rob Murray presents Coach Ledford and Jasmine with a check
from the Towns County Republican Party. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

days of joyous pleasure.
The Towns County Li-

ons Club saw something
good for the community and
pitched in and helped local
organizers purchase a large
tract of land adjacent to the
magnificent view of Lake
Chatuge.

By 1978, the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds were
born. Over the next 32
years, tourists and locals
alike experienced first class
musical performances, fun
carnival rides, unique attrac-
tions and a glimpse into
North Georgia’s rich history
and culture.

On July 21, the Geor-
gia Mountain Fair celebrates
its 60th birthday with Coun-
try Music, carnival rides, arts
and crafts and of course,
some of the best mountain
food this side of the Ozarks.
Best of all, it celebrates a
way of life unique to the
Northeast Georgia Moun-
tains.

Opening day features
free carnival rides from 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m. Entertainment in-
cludes Country Music Legend
Roy Clark at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
and magician Mike Fuller.

Clark, the legendary
musician and longtime Hee
Haw host, is followed on
Day 2 by none other than T.

Graham Brown and the
Country River Band.

On July 23rd, Brenda
Lee brings her musical tal-
ents to Anderson Music
Hall along with Freddie Way.

On July 24, the annual
Georgia Mountain Fair Pa-
rade provides a day of high-
lights. The parade begins at
the Bank of Hiawassee and
ends at the Fairgrounds. The
day also features the musi-
cal talents of The Bellamy
Brothers and local music leg-
end Tommy Townsend &
Waymore’s Outlaws.

The fair continues
through July 31.

This year’s event also
features a Rockin’ A Ranch

Petting Zoo. The petting zoo
features live cattle, horses,
ponies, donkey, mule zebra,
llama, camel, and more.
These animals are part of a
breeding program and pri-
vate collection.

Another new attrac-
tion this year is Mal
McEwen, who brings his
chainsaw to the Fairgrounds
for artistic display of
chainsaw art.

The event also fea-
tures the ever popular car-
nival rides and the annual
arts and crafts shows, held
daily with real exhibitions of
old time craft making.

It’s an event you don’t
want to miss.

Thousands are expected to attend the 60th Georgia Mountain
Fair in Hiawassee. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

vide even more deterrent to
crimes in local communities.

“When I first started
out as a deputy sheriff I wit-
nessed a conversation that
took place between my first
chief deputy and another
man.  The man was com-
plaining to the Chief about
some teenagers littering.
The Chief asked the man a
question.  He asked, “Have
you ever littered in front of
a deputy?”  The man said,
“Of course not.”  To which
the Chief replied, “Neither have
they,” Sheriff Clinton said.

Sheriff Clinton told the
crowd that in his own way
that he believed that his old
Chief was pointing out two
things.  One, that there sim-
ply aren’t enough deputies
to witness every crime that
occurs.  Second, the one
thing that people who are
breaking the law never want
is a witness.

“I often use this story
when promoting Neighbor-
hood Watch.  Neighborhood
Watch is not a new idea.
According to the National
Sheriffs’ Association, who
began the program in the
late 1960s, the idea itself
stems from Colonial
America, when night watch-
men roamed the streets,
keeping an eye on things,”
Sheriff Clinton said.

According to Sheriff
Clinton, an effective Neigh-
borhood Watch limits the
opportunities for criminals to
commit crimes without a
witness.  The basic idea is
for communities to partner

with the Sheriff’s Office in
keeping an eye on the hap-
penings in their neighbor-
hoods.  An active Neighbor-
hood Watch in every com-
munity countywide would
prevent criminals the win-
dow of opportunity that al-
lows them get away with
their crimes.

“Recently, one of our
drug agents was able to ar-
rest a major drug trafficker.
The drug trafficker was op-
erating out of Gwinnett and
Hall Counties and was sup-
plying drug dealers in our
area.  The drug agent was
able to infiltrate the drug
trafficker’s operation posing
as a drug dealer,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “When the
agent attempted to set up a
transaction in Towns
County, the drug trafficker
refused, telling the under-
cover agent that ‘you’ll get
busted’ in Towns County.”
The agent made arrange-
ments for the deal to go
down in another county. He
was able to make the arrest
there, Sheriff Clinton said.

Sheriff Clinton drew a
rousing applause from those
attending the meeting. Ob-
viously, they were proud of
the fact that Towns County
has a reputation for being
tough on crime.

“I mention the story
because it illustrates the fact
that criminals are afraid of
being caught,” he said. “This
drug dealer knew that
Towns County had devel-
oped a reputation for being
tough on drugs and crime.”

“Now, suppose that
criminals began to realize
that everywhere they turned
in Towns County, they ran
into another Neighborhood
Watch.  How long before
they simply gave up and
went someplace else?”
Sheriff Clinton asked.

Bottom line, criminals
tend to follow the path of least
resistance, the sheriff said.

“A friend of mine
gives a class on safety in
which she points out that a
sign in your yard claiming
you have an alarm can be
as effective as having an
alarm, because criminals
don’t want to take a chance
on being caught,” he said.
“They would rather burglar-
ize a home that didn’t claim
to have an alarm. They also
would prefer to attempt their
crime in an area without a
Neighborhood Watch.  Now
suppose they couldn’t find an
area in Towns County with-
out a Neighborhood Watch.”

Sheriff Clinton would
like communities throughout
Towns County to take an in-
terest in the formation of a
Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram. To get the ball rolling,
contact the Towns County
Sheriff’s Office at (706)
896-4444.

The sheriff also has
brochures and other informa-
tion available detailing the
impact of local Neighbor-
hood Watch programs. For
those interested in organiz-
ing a Neighborhood Watch,
contact Sheriff Clinton at the
Sheriff’s Office.

The Towns County
Sheriff’s Office K-9 Unit
would like to take the opportu-
nity to Thank Asiano Restau-
rant and the Mossy Bottoms
Café for supporting the K-9
Unit’s effort to raise money for
Chase Away Canine Cancer
for Police Service Dogs.

DeputyBilly Shattles
and K-9 “Darth” were able
to raise a total of $605 in a
short period of time with the
help of the community,
Towns County Fire/EMS and
Towns County Sheriff’s Of-
fice employees.

It all began when
Deputy Shattles learned that
a fellow handler, Officer Joe
Shirley, had to make the
toughest decision any han-
dler would ever have to
make. Norfolk Southern
Railroad Police Canine, K-
9 “Muis” had been battling
Lymphosaroma (a K-9 can-
cer). The decision was
made to ease his suffering.

With the help of

Sheriff applauds businesses for help

Capt. Tully Griggs and Asst.
Fire Chief Harold
Copeland, Dep. Shattles set
out to raise money to
present to the Douglas

County Sheriff’s Office K-
9 Unit, which were holding
their own “Pennies for Po-
lice Service Dogs”
fundraiser in Memory and
Honor of   K-9 “Muis”.

When you are a K-9
Handler, a bond is created
between the handler and his
canine partner. This is true with
Deputy Shattles and “Darth”.
According to Shattles, Darth
is a big part of the family. Dep.
Shattles and Darth would like
to thank the Towns County
Community for the support for
this effort.

Recently Deputy
Shattles and K-9 “Darth”
also attended an intense two-
day Narcotics and Patrol
Canine Seminar hosted by
the Habersham County
Sheriff’s Office and Custom
Canine Unlimited. Keeping
a K9 unit up to date on cur-
rent training and certifica-
tions is an ongoing challenge,
and Deputy Shattles and
Darth are up to the task.

Shattles, Copeland and Darth

Griggs, Shattles and Darth
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playing guitar as a teenager
after being taught by his
mother. While growing up as
a teenager in Texas Williams
experienced Country
Music, Rock n’ Roll and folk
music.

Williams joined Lofton
Kline to form his first band,
called The Strangers Two.
The duo was joined in 1964
by Susan Taylor to form a
trio which ultimately be-
came the Pozo-Seco Sing-
ers, a folk-pop group.

The band recorded a
song called Time on a local
label called Edmark

Records and the song be-
came a regional hit in their
home state of Texas.

Columbia Records,
picked up the record, signed
the group, and released a
series of Top 50 hits and
three albums. The group dis-
banded in 1971, at which
point Williams ventured into
a solo singing career.

Williams, originally a
songwriter for Jack Music
Inc., eventually signed
with JMI Records as a solo
artist in 1971. His 1974 song,
We Should Be Together
reached No. 5 on the charts,

and he signed with ABC/
Dot Records. His first single
with ABC/Dot, I Wouldn’t
Want to Live If You Didn’t
Love Me soared to No. 1
and was the first of a string
of Top 10 hits for the
“Gentle Giant” between
1974 and 1991. Only four of
his 46 singles didn’t make it
to the Top 10.

When tickets go on
sale Sept. 10, remember, it
could be the last time to
ever catch Don Williams on
stage again. Tickets are $35,
plus $2 handling, and $25,
plus $2 handling.

win Carter make up the
GOP ballot.

In the race to replace
Oxendine as Insurance
Commissioner, GOP voters
must choose from a wide
open field: Dennis Cain, Rick
Collum, Seth Harp, Ralph
Hudgens, Tom Knox, John
Mamalakis, Stephen Dale
Northington, Gerry Purcell
and Maria Sheffield.

For State School Su-
perintendent, GOP voters
must decide if John Barge
or Richard Woods is the
best candidate.

Incumbent Kathy Cox
has taken a job with an edu-
cational think tank, but her
name remains on the ballot.
If you cast a ballot for her,
you’ve wasted your vote.

GOP Labor Commis-
sioner candidates are Mark
Butler and Melvin Everson.

For Public Service
Commissioner to replace
Robert B. Baker Jr., GOP
candidates are B. Joseph
“Joey” Brush, John Douglas,
Tim Echols and Jeff May.

U.S. Rep. Paul Broun
is unopposed on the GOP bal-
lot, as is State House District
8 State Rep.  Stephen Allison.

The GOP ballot has
one question: “Do you sup-
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port an amendment to the
Georgia State Constitution so
as to provide that the para-
mount right to life is vested
in each human being from
the earliest biological begin-
ning until natural death?”

On the Democratic bal-
lot, voters must decide be-
tween R.J. Hadley and
Michael Thurmond for U.S.
Senate with the winner to face
Sen. Isakson in November.

For governor, Demo-
crats must choose between
Thurbert Baker, Roy Barnes,
Bill Bolton, Carl Camon,
Randal Mangham, Dubose
Porter or David Poythress.

In the race to face Lt.
Gov. Cagle, Democrats
must choose between Tricia
Carpenter McCracken and

Carol Porter.
For Secretary of

State, Gail Buckner, Gary
Horlacher, Michael Mills,
Angela Moore and
Georganna Sinkfield
square off for the Demo-
cratic nod.

I n  t h e  A t t o r n e y
General’s race, Demo-
crats  Ken Hodges and
Rob Teilhet hope for the
nod.

J.B. Powell is the
lone Democrat vying for
the Commissioner of Ag-
riculture seat.

Mary Squires hopes
to become the Democratic
nominee for Insurance
Commissioner.

Beth Farokhi, Joe Mar-
tin and Brian Westlake are
in contention for the Demo-
cratic nod for State School
Superintendent.

Terry Coleman and
Darryl Hicks are in a tight
race to earn the Democratic
nod for Labor Commissioner.

PSC candidate Keith
Moffett, 10th Congres-
sional District candidate
Russel l  Edwards  and
State House District  8
candidate Jack Lance are
al l  unopposed in  the
Democratic Primary.

Irma Nichols

faced with the reality of a
District 7 Fast Pitch Softball
Championship and a trip to
state.

With limited funds and
a long way to travel, the
Lady Indians found out what
community really means as
businesses and civic groups
rallied to help pay the way
for the team to travel and
lodge in Appling County.

The girls worked hard
in practice and harder in
their spare time as they sold
doughnuts on the street cor-
ners of Hiawassee to help
defray the expenses of their
state tournament trip.

Local businesses put
up donation jars and some
businesses and civic organi-
zations took money out of
their own pockets to make
sure the girls’ trip to state
became a reality.

On the night before
they traveled to the south-
ern portion of the state,
Coach Penny Ledford and
Lady Indian Jasmine
Forrester accepted a $200
check from the Towns
County Republican Party

during its monthly meeting.
“I can’t tell you how

much this means to the
girls,” she said. “Thank you
from the bottom of all of our
hearts.”

All-in-all, the Lady In-
dians learned a valuable les-
son: their local community
had their backs.

“Other than church,
athletics is the most impor-
tant venue to instill values
and lessons that will allow
young people to learn the

challenges of life,” said
Towns County Sole Com-
missioner Bill Kendall.

Coach Ledford said she
was proud of the young ladies
for playing their hearts out,
mostly in triple-digit heat and
against top-notch competition.

“They played with
heart in sweltering heat and
against some real good com-
petition,” she said. “We are
proud of them and look for-
ward to great things from
them in the future.”

Rob Murray presents Coach Ledford and Jasmine with a check
from the Towns County Republican Party. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

days of joyous pleasure.
The Towns County Li-

ons Club saw something
good for the community and
pitched in and helped local
organizers purchase a large
tract of land adjacent to the
magnificent view of Lake
Chatuge.

By 1978, the Georgia
Mountain Fairgrounds were
born. Over the next 32
years, tourists and locals
alike experienced first class
musical performances, fun
carnival rides, unique attrac-
tions and a glimpse into
North Georgia’s rich history
and culture.

On July 21, the Geor-
gia Mountain Fair celebrates
its 60th birthday with Coun-
try Music, carnival rides, arts
and crafts and of course,
some of the best mountain
food this side of the Ozarks.
Best of all, it celebrates a
way of life unique to the
Northeast Georgia Moun-
tains.

Opening day features
free carnival rides from 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m. Entertainment in-
cludes Country Music Legend
Roy Clark at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
and magician Mike Fuller.

Clark, the legendary
musician and longtime Hee
Haw host, is followed on
Day 2 by none other than T.

Graham Brown and the
Country River Band.

On July 23rd, Brenda
Lee brings her musical tal-
ents to Anderson Music
Hall along with Freddie Way.

On July 24, the annual
Georgia Mountain Fair Pa-
rade provides a day of high-
lights. The parade begins at
the Bank of Hiawassee and
ends at the Fairgrounds. The
day also features the musi-
cal talents of The Bellamy
Brothers and local music leg-
end Tommy Townsend &
Waymore’s Outlaws.

The fair continues
through July 31.

This year’s event also
features a Rockin’ A Ranch

Petting Zoo. The petting zoo
features live cattle, horses,
ponies, donkey, mule zebra,
llama, camel, and more.
These animals are part of a
breeding program and pri-
vate collection.

Another new attrac-
tion this year is Mal
McEwen, who brings his
chainsaw to the Fairgrounds
for artistic display of
chainsaw art.

The event also fea-
tures the ever popular car-
nival rides and the annual
arts and crafts shows, held
daily with real exhibitions of
old time craft making.

It’s an event you don’t
want to miss.

Thousands are expected to attend the 60th Georgia Mountain
Fair in Hiawassee. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

vide even more deterrent to
crimes in local communities.

“When I first started
out as a deputy sheriff I wit-
nessed a conversation that
took place between my first
chief deputy and another
man.  The man was com-
plaining to the Chief about
some teenagers littering.
The Chief asked the man a
question.  He asked, “Have
you ever littered in front of
a deputy?”  The man said,
“Of course not.”  To which
the Chief replied, “Neither have
they,” Sheriff Clinton said.

Sheriff Clinton told the
crowd that in his own way
that he believed that his old
Chief was pointing out two
things.  One, that there sim-
ply aren’t enough deputies
to witness every crime that
occurs.  Second, the one
thing that people who are
breaking the law never want
is a witness.

“I often use this story
when promoting Neighbor-
hood Watch.  Neighborhood
Watch is not a new idea.
According to the National
Sheriffs’ Association, who
began the program in the
late 1960s, the idea itself
stems from Colonial
America, when night watch-
men roamed the streets,
keeping an eye on things,”
Sheriff Clinton said.

According to Sheriff
Clinton, an effective Neigh-
borhood Watch limits the
opportunities for criminals to
commit crimes without a
witness.  The basic idea is
for communities to partner

with the Sheriff’s Office in
keeping an eye on the hap-
penings in their neighbor-
hoods.  An active Neighbor-
hood Watch in every com-
munity countywide would
prevent criminals the win-
dow of opportunity that al-
lows them get away with
their crimes.

“Recently, one of our
drug agents was able to ar-
rest a major drug trafficker.
The drug trafficker was op-
erating out of Gwinnett and
Hall Counties and was sup-
plying drug dealers in our
area.  The drug agent was
able to infiltrate the drug
trafficker’s operation posing
as a drug dealer,” Sheriff
Clinton said. “When the
agent attempted to set up a
transaction in Towns
County, the drug trafficker
refused, telling the under-
cover agent that ‘you’ll get
busted’ in Towns County.”
The agent made arrange-
ments for the deal to go
down in another county. He
was able to make the arrest
there, Sheriff Clinton said.

Sheriff Clinton drew a
rousing applause from those
attending the meeting. Ob-
viously, they were proud of
the fact that Towns County
has a reputation for being
tough on crime.

“I mention the story
because it illustrates the fact
that criminals are afraid of
being caught,” he said. “This
drug dealer knew that
Towns County had devel-
oped a reputation for being
tough on drugs and crime.”

“Now, suppose that
criminals began to realize
that everywhere they turned
in Towns County, they ran
into another Neighborhood
Watch.  How long before
they simply gave up and
went someplace else?”
Sheriff Clinton asked.

Bottom line, criminals
tend to follow the path of least
resistance, the sheriff said.

“A friend of mine
gives a class on safety in
which she points out that a
sign in your yard claiming
you have an alarm can be
as effective as having an
alarm, because criminals
don’t want to take a chance
on being caught,” he said.
“They would rather burglar-
ize a home that didn’t claim
to have an alarm. They also
would prefer to attempt their
crime in an area without a
Neighborhood Watch.  Now
suppose they couldn’t find an
area in Towns County with-
out a Neighborhood Watch.”

Sheriff Clinton would
like communities throughout
Towns County to take an in-
terest in the formation of a
Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram. To get the ball rolling,
contact the Towns County
Sheriff’s Office at (706)
896-4444.

The sheriff also has
brochures and other informa-
tion available detailing the
impact of local Neighbor-
hood Watch programs. For
those interested in organiz-
ing a Neighborhood Watch,
contact Sheriff Clinton at the
Sheriff’s Office.

The Towns County
Sheriff’s Office K-9 Unit
would like to take the opportu-
nity to Thank Asiano Restau-
rant and the Mossy Bottoms
Café for supporting the K-9
Unit’s effort to raise money for
Chase Away Canine Cancer
for Police Service Dogs.

DeputyBilly Shattles
and K-9 “Darth” were able
to raise a total of $605 in a
short period of time with the
help of the community,
Towns County Fire/EMS and
Towns County Sheriff’s Of-
fice employees.

It all began when
Deputy Shattles learned that
a fellow handler, Officer Joe
Shirley, had to make the
toughest decision any han-
dler would ever have to
make. Norfolk Southern
Railroad Police Canine, K-
9 “Muis” had been battling
Lymphosaroma (a K-9 can-
cer). The decision was
made to ease his suffering.

With the help of

Sheriff applauds businesses for help

Capt. Tully Griggs and Asst.
Fire Chief Harold
Copeland, Dep. Shattles set
out to raise money to
present to the Douglas

County Sheriff’s Office K-
9 Unit, which were holding
their own “Pennies for Po-
lice Service Dogs”
fundraiser in Memory and
Honor of   K-9 “Muis”.

When you are a K-9
Handler, a bond is created
between the handler and his
canine partner. This is true with
Deputy Shattles and “Darth”.
According to Shattles, Darth
is a big part of the family. Dep.
Shattles and Darth would like
to thank the Towns County
Community for the support for
this effort.

Recently Deputy
Shattles and K-9 “Darth”
also attended an intense two-
day Narcotics and Patrol
Canine Seminar hosted by
the Habersham County
Sheriff’s Office and Custom
Canine Unlimited. Keeping
a K9 unit up to date on cur-
rent training and certifica-
tions is an ongoing challenge,
and Deputy Shattles and
Darth are up to the task.

Shattles, Copeland and Darth

Griggs, Shattles and Darth
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